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Introduction 

 
The review process of the  Meath County Development Plan officially commenced on 14th 
December 2016. The first stage was the Pre Draft Consultation Phase. A Strategic Issues 
Paper was prepared for the purpose of raising awareness of the nature of both the 
Development Plan and the review process itself. Submissions were accepted from the public 
during the Pre Draft Consultation Phase which ran from the 14th December 2016 to 17th 
February 2017. Preliminary consultations also took place with relevant stakeholders 
including; providers of energy, telecommunications, transport, education, etc., the Elected 
Members of Meath County Council, the Planning and Economic Development Strategic 
Policy Committee and all Meath County Council Departments. Six public events were held 
during this period and a total of 282 submissions were received.  

A report by the Chief Executive was prepared detailing the outcome of the Pre Draft 
Consultation phase in accordance with Section 11(4) of the Planning and Development Acts 
2000 (as amended). On the 23rd February 2017, the Strategic Policy Committee for Planning 
gave policy guidance in relation to the Development Plan with particular reference to 
broadband provision, supporting community groups and the promotion of “live-work” 
community models of development. 

Directions were given by the Elected Members regarding the preparation of the Draft 
Development Plan on the 24th April 2017.  

The 2018 Planning Act required that the Plan review be deferred pending the completion of 
the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy process. The Strategy was made on the 28th June 
2019, in accordance with section 24(9) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
amended), accordingly the review process recommenced.  Correspondence received from 
the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government on 17th June 2019 sets out the 
27th November 2020 as the latest date for completion of the Plan review process1 
 
The preparation of this Development Plan has been influenced by a number of strategic 
International, National, Regional and Local policy documents. Primarily the Development 
Plan is required to comply with the National Planning Framework, the Regional Spatial and 
Economic Strategy and the requirements of the Planning Act 2000 as amended and 
accompanying Regulations. 

The purpose of the Chief Executive’s Report is to present the Responses and 
Recommendations of the Chief Executive to the Notices of Motion received during the 
period 2nd to 30th of September 2019 relating to the Chief Executive’s Draft Development 
Plan. 

                                                           
1 Not including potential SEA/AA Time periods. 
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The format of this report groups the motions by relevant Chapter in Volume 1 of the CE 
Draft Development Plan. All motions which refer to Volume 2 have also been grouped 
together. 

This report is presented at a Meeting of Meath County Council dated 12th November 2019. 

 

 

___________________________________                      
   

Chief Executive 

8th November, 2019 
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Written Statement  
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Motion No. 1 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein 
Motion Seeking that Section 1.4.4.4 of the Plan re; 

local policy be amended so that lands at 
Rath Ashbourne, be added to the list of 
strategic sites in the County.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The employment and enterprise lands at Rath, Ashbourne are identified within both the 
existing Meath CDP 2013-2019 and within the Draft Plan as one of the original 5 Strategic 
employment sites within the County where economic development is to be prioritised.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required 
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Core Strategy 
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Motion No. 2 
Councillor(s) Padraig Fitzsimons 
Motion Does the calculated increase in the 

population in the Navan area include the 
SDZ area 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The ‘Guidance on Core Strategies’ published by the DEHLG in 2010 recommends that any 
lands identified for strategic long term development as part of Strategic Development Zones 
are not required to be included in the Core Strategy calculations as it is recognised that it 
will take a number of development plan cycles to for the development of these lands to be 
realised.  
 
Taking account of this Guidance in addition to the fact that a review of the Planning Scheme 
for the Strategic Development Zone is required, the population projection for Navan in the 
Draft Plan does not include for the development of the SDZ. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required 
 

Motion No. 3 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty-Smith 
Motion That a distinction is made between 

retirement homes and standard ‘family 
homes’ in the Core Strategy allocation in 
order to recognise the uniqueness of 
residential retirement accommodation.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is acknowledged that as the population continues to get older and people are living longer 
there will be a requirement for Development Plans to facilitate the provision of suitable 
accommodation that will allow older people to live independently. This Plan supports the 
provision of such accommodation. 
 
Given the absence of data and projections identifying the anticipated number of people that 
will require such accommodation during the life of this Plan the provision of such 
accommodation has not been included in the Household allocation set out in the Core 
Strategy. The ‘Guidance on Core Strategies’ published by the DEHLG in 2010 does not make 
any such distinction. 
 
When further details are published by the DHPLG regarding the preparation of Housing 
Need Demand Assessments there may be a requirement for consideration to be given to the 
number of units required to meet the needs of older people. Until such Guidelines and the 
associated data has been made available to allow such projections to be made, the Core 
Strategy will continue to provide a general household allocation for the County. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
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Motion No. 4 
Councillor(s) Fíanna Faíl  
Motion For a report to be prepared on the lands 

zoned residential in the C.E. Draft 
Development Plan 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The quantum of lands identified for residential development in a Development Plan is 
closely linked to the projected population growth and future household requirements. The 
Implementation Roadmap for the NPF published in July 2018 sets out the population 
projection for each County for 2026 and 2031.  
 
The Core Strategy of the Draft Plan sets out in detail the rationale for the population 
projection in Meath in 2026, which is 227,500 persons. 
 
The Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 introduced a requirement to 
prepare a Core Strategy as part of the Development Plan. This resulted in a more evidence 
based approach being taken to land use zoning for residential use with greater 
consideration to be given to projected population of the settlements, the ‘sequential tests’, 
and availability of services.  
 
As part of the preparation of the Core Strategy and Settlement Strategy in the Draft Plan, an 
analysis of residential activity and the quantum and location of zoned land in the County has 
been carried out. This analysis identified an excess of residentially zoned lands, a significant 
proportion of which has been zoned since 2001 when there was less alignment between 
population growth and residential land requirements. 
 
With regard to recent development activity in the construction sector it is evident that as 
the economy began to recover in 2014, household completions began to increase, albeit 
from a low base. Nonetheless there has been a steady increase in output with year on year 
increases since 2014. 
 
It is recognised that there is a ‘pent up’ demand for housing in the County and it will be take 
a considerable period of time for housing supply to meet demand. This has been factored in 
to the calculation of future households and residential lands during the plan period.   
 
In response to this motion an evaluation of available residential lands was carried out for 
the higher level settlements where growth is to be concentrated as follows: 

i) The Regional Growth Centre of Drogheda 
ii) The Key Town of Navan 

iii) The Metropolitan settlements of Dunboyne, Maynooth Environs, and Kilcock 
Environs) 

 
Drogheda – There are sufficient lands available in the Draft Plan to meet the projected 
population up to 2026 
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Dunboyne – The strategic sites identified in the MASP and included in the Draft Plan are 
located along key transport corridors and include a number of major sites that have the 
capacity significant residential development that would cater for the projected growth up to 
2026. 
 
Maynooth Environs – Maynooth Environs was allocated a population allocation of 1,000 
persons up to 2026.  Taking account of the lead in time to establish residential development 
in the area, which includes the delivery of major roads infrastructure, it is considered that 
the quantum of lands identified is sufficient. 
 
Kilcock Environs – Taking account of the multi-modal location of Kilcock in the Dublin 
Metropolitan Area and the major infrastructural improvements delivered to date in addition 
to the number of units delivered to date, it is considered appropriate to re-instate the Phase 
2 lands as ‘Post 2026’ in order to provide clarity for the long term viable growth strategy of 
the area. 
s 
Navan – There has been a marked increase in the delivery of residential accommodation in 
Navan over the past 12 months. In order to ensure there is sufficient residential lands 
available for development during the life of the Plan in the key growth centre fir the County 
as identified in the RSES, it is considered that additional residential lands would need to be 
released in the immediate term to allow the town to function and develop in accordance 
with its designation as a Key Town. This includes lands in north Navan and south-west 
Navan. There is a separate motion dealing with residential lands in Farganstown. 
 
The Council will be taking a proactive approach to the delivery of housing in this Plan 
through the implementation of its Active Land Management Strategy which includes 
ongoing monitoring of residential development, support for urban regeneration projects, 
and application of the Vacant Site Levy. 
 
There is a requirement under section 15 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
amended) for a Progress Report on the implementation of the Development Plan to be 
prepared with 2 years of the adoption of the Plan. The preparation of this Progress Report 
will provide an opportune time to analyse and evaluate residential activity in the County. If 
it is identified that there are lands not being brought forward for development or there are 
deficiencies in residential lands in settlements identified for growth alternative or additional 
lands could be identified as required. This could be by way of a variation of the 
Development Plan or as part of the preparation of a Local Area Plan for the respective 
settlement.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Identify a quantum residential lands for release in Master Plan Area 4 and Master Plan Area 
13 in Navan whereby lands will be transferred from ‘Post 2026’ to Phase 1 ‘New Residential’ 
zoning (A2). 
 
Reinstate the ‘Phase 2’ residential lands in Kilcock Environs  as set out in the CDP 2013-2019 
and identify these lands as ‘Post 2026’. 
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Motion No. 5 
Councillor(s) Fíanna Faíl 
Motion That a caveat is included in all deliberations 

that the population needs and assumptions 
on which the County Development Plan are 
based are provisional and subject to change 
should the population figures to be 
inconsistent with the actual growth that has 
taken place. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The motion included reference to recent research that indicates the following: 

- The population projections included in the NPF Implementation Roadmap are 
conservative and based on lower levels of inward migration than what has been 
historically and recently achieved; 

- The latest migration data from the CSO indicates net inward migration of 34,000 per 
annum. In comparison the NPF assumes net-immigration of c.8,000 persons per 
annum between 2017-2021, increasing to 12,500 from 2021 

 
It is acknowledged that data published by the CSO in August 2019 ‘Population and Migration 
Estimates’ indicates that net immigration is higher than that anticipated in the ESRI 
Research Paper ‘Prospects for Irish Regions and Counties: Scenarios and Implications’ that 
informed the NPF. However there is a legal requirement under section 10 (1A) of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) that this development plan is consistent 
with the NPF and RSES.  
 
The NPF was adopted and published by the Government on 16th February 2018.  
 
Therefore the population figures as set out in the National Planning Framework and 
associated Implementation Roadmap are national policy. 
 
Taking account of the fact that the development plan is legally required to be consistent 
with the NPF the population projections included in the Draft Plan cannot be referred to as 
‘provisional’ as this would suggest that they are subject to review.  
 
The Council is not aware of any proposals by the DHPLG to review the population 
projections set out in the NPF during the life of this Plan. It is noted however that the NPF 
Implementation Roadmap indicates that a “co-ordinated review” of the NPF and RSESs will 
take place in 2026-2027, when a comprehensive assessment of the first full round of City 
and County Development Plans implemented under the NPF and RSESs can be made. 
 
It is at this stage that the population projections will be reviewed. Until such a review is 
carried out the population projections for Meath as set out in Appendix 2 of the 
Implementation Roadmap will continue to be implemented.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
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No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 6 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion That an opportunity is given for a planning 

application to proceed on Phase 2 lands 
where services are available that are 
proposed to be de-zoned in the Draft County 
Development Plan prior to the adoption of 
the County Development Plan. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Please refer to the response to Notice of Motion 4. An Assessment has been carried out on 
Phase 2 lands in the higher tier centres in accordance with the NPF and RSES, which 
identified the requirement to release Phase 2 lands in the key town of Navan 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
As per NOM 4 
 

Motion No. 7 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion That the Phase 2 zoning included in the CDP 

2013-2019 that is proposed to be de-zoned 
is described as post-2026, rather than de-
zoning 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Please refer to the response to Notice of Motion 4. An Assessment has been carried out on 
Phase 2 lands in the higher tier centres in accordance with the NPF and RSES, which 
identified the requirement to reinstate Phase 2 lands in Kilcock Environs. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
As per NOM 4 
 

Motion No. 8 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion That lands that were previously de-zoned in 

the 2013-2019 Development Plan be 
reviewed with regard to inclusion in the 2020-
2026 Development Plan. These should include 
areas for community gain, a playground, 
outdoor recreational spaces, seating and 
other public realm facilities. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the preparation of the Core Strategy and Settlement Strategy in the Draft Plan, an 
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analysis of residential activity and the quantum and location of zoned land in the County has 
been carried out.  
 
This analysis identified a significant excess of residential lands. A significant proportion of 
these lands were zoned since 2001. The primary reasons for these excess lands can be 
attributed to ‘over zoning’ and lack of services. 
 
In addition to identifying residential lands, the preparation of the Draft Plan included an 
assessment of the required social and community infrastructure in each settlement. This 
involved meeting and liaising with various voluntary groups and organisations and 
government agencies. Through this process, it is considered that this Plan has identified 
sufficient social and community lands to meet the needs of the population during the life of 
this Plan. However as part of the Local Area Plan process, the requirement for additional 
facilities will be examined in greater detail. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Motion No. 9 
Councillor(s) Damien O’Reilly 
Motion To include a table in Section 3.3.3 of Chapter 

3 setting out details of Resident Workers, 
Local Jobs, and Job Ratio at Municipal 
District Level and to set out a greater 
rationale of the number of jobs to 
households in each settlement.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The POWSCAR Data setting out details of Resident Workers, Local Jobs, and Job Ratio at 
Municipal District Level has been sourced. It provides a useful overview of the number of 
jobs and workers at a Municipal District Level. This data will be tabulated and included in 
the Section 3.3 of the Settlement and Housing Strategy as requested.  
 
With regard to the request to provide further analysis of the breakdown of the number of 
jobs: households in each settlement it is considered that the over-riding issues have been 
set out. Further analysis can be carried out as part of the preparation of the Local Area Plans 
in the settlements where they are to be prepared. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Include an additional table/chart in section 3.3 of the Settlement and Housing Strategy 
setting out details of Resident Workers, Local Jobs, and Job Ratio at Municipal District Level. 
 

Motion No. 10 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian  
Motion That a percentage of Part V houses be 

provided for People with Disabilities to live 
independent lives as per 7.6.2.3 of the Draft 
CDP.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is noted that the strategic framework that Meath County Council operates under in 
respect to disability at a localised level is Meath County Council’s Strategic Plan for Housing 
Persons with a Disability. An integral element of this strategy is forward planning in respect 
to those on the social housing waiting list with a disability, and ensuring that there are the 
appropriate accommodation units in place at the point of offer. 
 
In light of this, in all new social housing schemes, including direct construction by Meath 
County Council, Approved Housing Bodies and through Part V, the requirements of persons 
with a disability, in particular those that require a physical adaptation is taken into account. 
Moreover, as far possible these requirements are factored into development schemes in 
terms of level access units, bungalows etc. 
 
It is considered that this particular approach has been quite effective to date, and aligns 
future delivery with actual disability need. However, it is considered that a stipulation of a 
set percentage could result in circumstances where accommodation units for persons with 
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disabilities are located in a particular area where there is no social housing demand. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 11 
Councillor(s) Francis Deane 
Motion That an Infrastructure Map indicating spare 

capacity of sewerage and water services that 
are available to support zoned lands 

Chief Executive’s Response 
This falls within the remit of Irish Water.  
 
As part of the preparation of the Draft Plan the Planning Authority engaged and worked 
closely with the Water Services section of the Council and Irish Water to identify the 
capacity of the water services infrastructure in each settlement to accommodate future 
growth. 
 
The Written Statement for each settlement in Volume 2 of the Plan provides a general 
overview of the level of capacity in the Water Services infrastructure in each settlement. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 12 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion SH POL 6 – insert ‘and those with disabilities’ 

after older people 
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan seeks better co-ordination and delivery of housing and supporting services 
for people with disabilities. Objective SH OBJ 19 supports the provision of accommodation 
that meets the requirements of people with a disability. 
 
It is accepted that that the expansion of policy SH POL 6 to include people with a disability 
would give greater clarity of the support for the provision of accommodation for people 
with a disability in accessible locations close to town and village centres. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend SH POL 6 to the following: 
 
“To support the provision of accommodation for older people and for people with 
disabilities that would allow for independent and semi-independent living in locations that 
are proximate to town and village centres and services and amenities such as shops, local 
healthcare facilities, parks, and community centres.” 
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Motion No. 13 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein 
Motion Seeking to amend Section 3.4.2 of the 

Settlement Strategy of the Draft Plan re; 
Settlement hierarchy so that Ashbourne be 
designated as a Key town and Duleek as a 
self-sustaining town.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The RSES for the Eastern and Midlands Region designated the Regional Growth Centres and 
Key towns within each of the counties within the region.  
 
Navan and Maynooth are the only Key Towns designated in the County in the RSES.  
 
Duleek is designated as a Town/village in the Draft Plan given its characteristics in terms of 
population size and similar to other settlements within the same designation for example 
Athboy and Oldcastle. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 14 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein 
Motion Seeking to amend Section 3.6 of the Draft 

Plan re land use zoning so that development 
within the various settlements occurs in a 
phased and sequential manner, and ensure 
that community and recreational facilities 
are delivered in tandem with residential 
development 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Section 3.8.7 of the Draft Plan addresses Sustainable Communities and states “This Plan 
continues to promote the development of sustainable communities by supporting a suitable 
mix of housing units, services, employment, community facilities, and associated 
infrastructure in appropriate locations”.  
 
This policy statement is supported by a specific policy SH POL 7 where the policy is “To 
encourage and foster the creation of attractive, mixed use, sustainable communities that 
include a suitable mix of housing types and tenures with supporting facilities, amenities, and 
services that meet the needs of the entire community and accord with the principles of 
universal design, in so far as practicable”. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 15 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein 
Motion Seeking to remove the words “in as far as is 

practicable” from SH POL 1 re; sustainable 
growth.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The inclusion of ‘In so far as practicable’ is prudent as the implementation of the policy is 
dependant on the support of organisations external to the Local Authority. 

Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 16 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein  
Motion Seeking that specific policy SH POL 6 be 

amended to also provide for people with 
disabilities as well as older people.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
SH POL 6 is “To support the provision of accommodation for older people that would allow 
for independent and semi-independent living in locations that are proximate to town and 
village centres and services and amenities such as shops, local healthcare facilities, parks 
and community centres”.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend SH POL 6 to the following: 
 
“To support the provision of accommodation for older people and for people with 
disabilities that would allow for independent and semi-independent living in locations that 
are proximate to town and village centres and services and amenities such as shops, local 
healthcare facilities, parks, and community centres.” 
 

Motion No. 17 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein 
Motion Seeking that specific objective SH OBJ 16 be 

amended to include reference to social and 
affordable housing and not just to social 
housing. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council’s remit in respect of social and affordable housing provision is set out in Part V 
of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended.  The intention of this objective is to 
address the specific social housing requirements for the settlements listed as identified by 
Meath County Council Housing Department. 
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There are a number of affordability policies set out in Housing legislation other than within 
the remit of the Planning Authority. 
 
We await guidance from the Department regarding HNDAs which will it is assumed be 
required to address affordability issues. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 18 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein 
Motion Seeking to remove the words “in as far as is 

practicable” from SH POL 7 re; Universal 
design.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The inclusion of ‘In so far as practicable’ is prudent as the implementation of the policy is 
dependant on the support of organisations external to the Local Authority.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 19 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein  
Motion Seeking to amend SH OBJ 27 to have the 

percentage of universally designed units 
increased from 5% to 20% in residential 
schemes of greater than 20 units.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The 5% figure is set out in national guidance. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 20 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein  
Motion Seeking to include a specific objective in the 

Draft Plan-To pursue all new developments 
for an additional voluntary contribution 
would be sought from within all new 
residential developments, to deliver 
additional social/affordable units in the 
County. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council’s remit in respect of social and affordable housing provision is set out in Part V 
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of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended.   
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 21 
Councillor(s) Sinn  Fein  
Motion Seeking to insert an additional objective into 

the Draft Plan-that the Council increase its 
stock of emergency accommodation for 
those experiencing homelessness or fleeing 
domestic violence.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 It should be noted there is a current Mid-Eastern Regional Homeless Action Plan 2018-2020 
which address the issue of homelessness on a regional basis, as homelessness can be a 
transient issue with homeless people moving from area to area and across county 
boundaries.  
For those persons fleeing domestic violence, there are voluntary organisations that support 
people in such situations throughout the County including Meath Women’s Refuge, Meath 
Aid, Amen, Meath-Safe Ireland.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Insert a new specific objective HS OBJ as follows: ‘To support the implementation of the Mid 
East Regional Homeless Action Plan 2018-2020, and any other subsequent Homeless Action 
Plans adopted during the lifetime of the County Development Plan’ 
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Motion No. 22 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion To promote and support the Laytown Races 

and other international beach events 
Chief Executive’s Response 
There is considerable merit in the proposal to promote and support not only the Laytown 
Races, which are the only beach races run under the Rules of Racing, but also to expand the 
content of the Draft CDP in respect of the equine industry in the County. It is therefore 
recommended that appropriate policies and objectives be included to the Employment and 
Economy; and, Rural Development chapters of the Draft CDP to appropriately reflect the 
equine/bloodstock industry. 
 
In addition, Meath County Council has supported numerous of international beach events 
on the County’s strands over time and will continue to work with stakeholders in the future 
for the hosting of appropriate beach-related events. However, it is imperative with regard to 
beaches that there is a critical awareness of the sensitivity and vulnerability of the coastal 
environment.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
It is recommended that the wording in Chapter 4 and Chapter 9  of the Draft CDP is 
expanded in respect of the equine/bloodstock industry to include policies and objectives to 
support and promote the industry throughout the county 
 
Chapter 4: Economy and Employment 
 
There are a considerable number of people employed both directly and indirectly in the 
equine industry which is an important economic contributor to County Meath. There are 
three race courses located at Fairyhouse, Navan and Bellewstown along with the annual 
beach races at Laytown. In addition, there are a number of stud farms located throughout 
the county and the Tattersalls International Equestrian facility near Ratoath. The equine 
industry in the County presents an opportunity to sustain and grow the sector through 
increased employment with integration and diversification of equine facilities for related 
leisure and sporting activities.    
 
It is the policy of the Council: 
 
ED POL XX To support and promote the equine industry in the County as an economic 

and employment provider.  
 
ED POL XX  To support the racecourses and associated facilities at Fairyhouse, Navan, 

Bellewstown and race event at Laytown to ensure that these centres remain 
viable for long-term development for employment and economic activity. 

 
Chapter 9: Rural Development 
 
The equine industry is a significant contributor to the rural economy of the County and has 
the potential to attract and generate further investment and provide both direct and 
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indirect employment. Therefore, in recognition of the equine industry, the Council will 
support the growth and development in the sector.    
 
It is the policy of the Council: 
 
RUR POL XX  To promote and support the county’s horse racing facilities which promotes 

the viability and attraction of these facilities to patrons and the enhancing 
the tourism offer available.   

 
RUR POL XX  To promote and support the continued development of the equine industry 

in the county, including training, breeding, racing and other equine related 
activities.  

 
RUR POL XX  To promote the diversification of equine related development of activities 

that relate to the equine industry in the county such as horse riding schools, 
horse/pony trekking tours and equestrian centres. 

 
 
In addition, it is recommended that the following policy be included in Chapter 4: Economy 
and Employment of the Draft CDP: 
 
ED POL XX  To support appropriately considered events on the County’s beaches which 

do not impact on sensitive coastal environments (e.g. dune systems, coastal 
wetlands and estuaries) and are compliant with the requirements of the 
Habitats Directive and other environmental considerations. 

 
 

Motion No. 23 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion New objective to read as follows: To 

encourage the development of a deepwater 
port at Gormonston, Co. Meath, which 
would transform the economic and 
employment prospects of the East Meath, 
South Drogheda and North Fingal area and 
establish a new economic hub on the Dublin-
Belfast M1 Corridor.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan references the development of a deepwater port and associated landside 
activities in east Meath region as indicated in Section 4.7.2.1 ‘Regional Growth Centre – 
Drogheda’ in Chapter 4 – ‘Economic and Employment Strategy’. 
 
“Whereas the RPGs support the examination of the expansion of Dublin Port and / or a new 
Port facility on the East Coast of the Greater Dublin Area through the environmental and 
planning processes to make provision for envisaged long term needs in capacity, to clarify 
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viable options available and to address the impact of future development on Natura 2000 
sites, landscapes and biodiversity impacts. The RSES does not contain similar supporting text. 
 
A proposal was tabled for the development of a world class deepwater port, logistics centre 
and business park at Gormonston, County Meath. The development of the deepwater port 
would transform the economic and employment prospects of the East Meath – North Fingal 
area and establish a new economic hub on the Dublin – Belfast M1 Corridor. The current 
status of the project is that pre-feasibility and environmental / habitat assessment has been 
carried out” 
 
Therefore, it is considered that the Draft CDP contains sufficient commentary in respect of a 
deepwater port in East Meath.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 24 
Councillor(s) Deirdre  Geraghty-Smith 
Motion To include the following objective under 

Section 4.8 Data Centres:  
‘To consider that lands suitable for the 
development of Data Centres demand a 
confluence, or where possible, a co-location 
of required infrastructure (including fibre 
and power requirements, as well as 
supportive road infrastructure); subject to 
the standard criteria of assessment expected 
for this form of development, including 
design, scale and layout, noise, traffic, 
ecological impact, and not otherwise in 
contravention of the strategic policies set 
out in this Development Plan’.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan includes ED POL 12 as follows:  

• ‘To support and facilitate the development of data centres on suitable sites subject 
to obtaining the relevant consents’.  

 
In line with ED POL 12 above, data centres would only be located on suitable sites i.e. with 
supporting infrastructure. It is considered that this is made clear under Section 4.8 which 
states, ‘All data centres have common infrastructure requirements such as access to high 
voltage electricity lines, high powered fibre optic cables, good site security and accessibility.  
 
Given the infrastructural requirements for data centres the Council’s Planning and Economic 
team have liaised extensively with industry leaders and stakeholders and have pioneered a 
plan led approach to the identification of specific suitable sites for data centres within the 
County’.  
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
To amend Chapter 4 Economy and Employment Strategy ED POL 12 as follows: 
 

• ‘To support and facilitate the development of data centres on suitable sites with 
supporting infrastructure subject to obtaining the relevant consents’.  

 
 

 

Motion No. 25 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion This submission requests that two 

digital/remote working hubs are provided 
for in the Trim MD area. The need to 
promote and grow Trim and Enfield in terms 
of employment opportunities is emphasised. 
It is argued that the development of a 
shared services centre of this kind in Trim 
and Enfield would reduce the numbers of 
people having to commute to work and also 
support entrepreneurs in the area. Request 
is made that Meath County Council include 
in the County Development Plan provision 
for a network of digital/tech hubs.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
An objective in this regard would be merited. However, site specific exploration for same 
would be better dealt with under the Local Area Plan process.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Add objective to Chapter 4 Economy and Employment of the Draft Plan as follows: ‘To 
examine the creation of a network of digital hubs countywide’.  
 

Motion No. 26 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe  
Motion That cycle tourism should be encouraged 

throughout the county as well as provision 
of services for campervans to stop overnight. 
The Council should allow motorhomes to use 
existing tourism facilities or other amenity 
car parks for one night stopovers and 
development dedicated motorhome spaces 
in towns and villages.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
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There are a number of policies and objectives identified in the Draft CDP relating to cycling 
infrastructure which will enhance the provision of cycling as a sustainable mode of transport 
and for recreational use. Cycle networks are identified in the NTA Cycle Network Plan for 
the Greater Dublin Area which can be found at the following link: 
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/publications/strategic-planning/gda-cycle-network-plan/. 
This document outlines existing and required cycling infrastructure in both urban and rural 
areas of the region and indicates the prioritisation of cycle infrastructure in terms of the 
importance to the strategic network and the likely cycle demand for such a scheme. 
 
The Draft Plan ensures the Councils implementation of the Plan by including MOV POL 17; 
MOV POL 19; MOV POL 20; MOV POL 21; and, MOV OBJ 22. The following policies set down 
in the Draft Plan also ensure the incorporation of cycleways into the design schemes for 
town centres, residential, educational, and employment developments. 
 
In respect of motor homes, the Chief Executive refers to a separate motion which has 
resulted in the amendment of ED POL 60 contained in Section 4.27 – ‘Tourism 
Infrastructure’ in Chapter 4 of the Draft CDP to read as follows: ‘To encourage 
touring/holiday vehicles, caravan and camping sites to locate adjacent to or within existing 
settlements or established tourism facilities, having due regard to surrounding land uses and 
proper planning and development of the area’. It is considered that this amendment is 
sufficient.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 27 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion To promote and enhance the lakes of North 

Meath, such as Ballyhoe, Mentrim, Lough 
Bracken, and Corstown as major fishing and 
tourist destinations -Cllr. Paul McCabe 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Positioning the Boyne Valley as a destination with quality outdoor activities is a strategic 
pillar for tourism development as set out in the Boyne Valley Tourism Strategy 2016-2020 in 
particular to maximise the overseas tourism potential of angling. It is an objective of the 
Plan ‘to co-operate with Fáilte Ireland, Tourism Ireland, Boyne Valley Tourism, Louth County 
Council, and any other relevant bodies in the implementation of the Boyne Valley Tourism 
Strategy 2016-2020 and Ireland’s Ancient East Programme’ (ED POL 35).  

Furthermore in relation to the development of angling, it is specifically encouraged within 
the Economy and Employment Strategy as set up in the policy below:  

ED POL 39 To encourage new and high quality investment in the tourism industry in the 
County with specific reference to leisure activities (including walking, cycling, 

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/publications/strategic-planning/gda-cycle-network-plan/
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angling, equestrian and family focused activities) and accommodation in 
terms of choice, location and quality of product. 

 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 28 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein 
Motion Seeking that ED OBJ 42 re; the 

encouragement of the development of Trim 
and Kells as tourism gateways to significant 
nearby tourism sites such as Hill of Ward, 
Oldcastle, Loughcrew, Fore, Lough Sheelin & 
Mullaghmeen Forest. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Tourism is addressed in Section 4.7.3.3 and more specifically within Section 4.24 of the Draft 
Plan. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  

 

Motion No. 29 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Motion to strengthen and amend the 

wording of ED OBJ 56 as follows:- 
To provide a new Park and Ride Facility at 
Laytown Train Station in conjunction with 
the National Transport Authority and Irish 
Rail. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The development and delivery relies on funding external to the Local Authority and 
therefore the delivery of a new car parking facility is not fully within the control of the 
Council.  
 
However, the policy context and land use zoning has been put in place to facilitate a car 
parking facility adjacent to Laytown Train Station. The site has been identified as a strategic 
development site in this Draft Plan which will be supported and marketed by our economic 
development unit.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 30 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion To include the following:  

To identify suitable locations, and support 
the provision of a hot desk style 
employment hub in the Bettystown area. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
There is considerable merit to this proposal for the Council to support the ever emerging 
and evolving work patterns.   
 
It is recognised that the broadband availability and quality is not consistent or to an 
advanced standard in certain parts of the County. However, as noted in a separate motion, 
the Council is committed to promoting the enhancement of broadband delivery in County 
Meath across the Development Plan period in accordance with the Government document 
‘Delivering a Connected Society – A National Broadband Plan for Ireland 2012’ where the 
need to deliver high levels of broadband connectivity is acknowledged.  
 
The Council will support National policies that seek to promote the attractiveness of 
regional locations outside of the main urban centres for economic development and to 
facilitate more flexible working arrangements (e.g. working from home); and, to promote 
the development of a number of eHubs throughout the regions that will have advanced 
broadband connectivity to support eWorking, entrepreneurship and small business growth 
in the rural areas. In light off the above, it is considered appropriate to include an objective 
in the Draft CDP to support the provision of e-business centres throughout the County. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Insert the following objective in Chapter 4 of the Draft CDP : 
 
ED OBJ XX: To identify suitable locations and support the provision of co-working facilities, 
eHubs and eWorking centres throughout the County that function as outreach hubs for city-
based employers and promote flexible working arrangements. 

 

Motion No. 31 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To fully support ED OBJ 40 to ensure that 

Government and all stakeholders including 
Meath County Council provide for the 
extension of the rail line to Navan via 
Dunshaughlin to serve Ashbourne and 
Ratoath. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council remains strongly committed to the delivery of the rail to Navan and a strong 
policy stance is set out in the Draft Plan in support of same.  
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The detailed designed alignment reflects that prepared and advanced by Iarnrod Eireann 
and confirmed by the NTA. The alignment is protected from further development through 
the R1 Rail Corridor objective and specific zoning objective R1 Rail Corridor which seeks ‘to 
provide for a strategic rail corridor and associated physical infrastructure’.   
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required  
 

Motion No. 32 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Motion to amend the wording of ED POL 36 

as follows: ‘To facilitate the development of 
tourism infrastructure such as 
accommodation, restaurants, car, motor 
home vehicles, camping and coach parking 
and toilet facilities throughout the County’ 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Meath County Council recognises the potential and growth across Ireland of sites for 
caravans, motor homes and camping to provide of accommodation for holiday makers. In 
essence, such proposals for development in respect of individual touring/holiday vehicles, 
caravan, tents and related accommodation should be located within or at the edge of 
development centres throughout the County for ease of access to services for tourists. 
 
While there is merit to this motion to amend the wording of ED POL 36 contained in Section 
4.27 – ‘Tourism Infrastructure’ in Chapter 4 of the Draft CDP, it is considered that a slightly 
amended wording of ED POL 60 would be more appropriate and sufficient to address the 
proposed motion.   
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change to ED POL 36 of the Draft CDP; and, 
 
Amend ED POL 60 of the Draft CDP to read as follows: ‘To encourage touring/holiday 
vehicles, caravan and camping sites to locate adjacent to or within existing settlements or 
established tourism facilities, having due regard to surrounding land uses and proper 
planning and development of the area’. 

 

Motion No. 33 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Motion to include the following policy: ‘To 

support the development of new tourist and 
recreational park facilities at Piltown House 
in Bettystown in accordance with proper 
planning, and to facilitate the sharing of 
infrastructure and services where possible’. 
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Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Meath County Development Plan 2020-2026 contains substantial commentary on 
tourism and the promotion of tourism facilities in the county. There are a number of policies 
which relate directly to the conversion of former demesnes or estate dwellings and their 
associated outbuildings (where appropriate) into tourism facilities.  
 
As noted in the Draft CDP, the provision of accommodation will only be considered 
favourably in the case of refurbishment and adaptation of a Protected Structure or group of 
structures within attendant grounds for tourism use and must be subject to good planning 
and architectural conservation practice. (See ED POL 62 – ED POL 65 inclusive and refer to 
Chapter 8 Cultural Heritage, Natural Heritage, Landscape and Green Infrastructure and 
Appendix 5 of the Draft CDP) 
 
Whilst it is acknowledged that the derelict Piltown House (MH 021-106) may have potential 
to be developed into a new tourist and recreational park facility in accordance with the 
Draft CDP, it is considered that the policy listed in the Draft CDP is sufficient to apply to the 
entire county.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 

 

Motion No. 34 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Motion to include the following new policy: 

To positively consider the development of 
new touring caravan, motor home and 
camping facilities in the Coastal area of the 
County.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council acknowledge the basis for motion which seeks to include a new policy for the 
consideration of touring caravan, motor home and camping facilities in the Coastal area of 
County Meath.  
 
The Chief Executive makes reference to a separate motion which has resulted in the 
amendment of ED POL 60 of the Draft CDP to read as follows: ‘To encourage touring/holiday 
vehicles, caravan and camping sites to locate adjacent to or within existing settlements or 
established tourism facilities, having due regard to surrounding land uses and proper 
planning and development of the area’. 
 
It is therefore considered that the amended wording of this policy in the Draft CDP is 
sufficient to address the proposed motion which applies to the entire County. It is also 
noted that when the new East Meath Local Area Plan is being prepared, there may be an 
opportunity to strengthen the policies of the Local Area Plan through the inclusion of this 
motion regarding coastal areas.   
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 

 

Motion No. 35 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that MCC undertake a review of the 

report into the feasibility of relocating 
Dublin Port to the Meath coastline.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Section 4.7.2.1 of the Plan addresses the topic of supporting the examination of the 
expansion exploring the development of a deepwater port at Gormanston, Co. Meath 
where it states “Whereas the RPGs support the examination of the expansion of Dublin Port 
and / or a new Port facility on the East Coast of the Greater Dublin Area through the 
environmental and planning processes to make provision for envisaged long term needs in 
capacity, to clarify viable options available and to address the impact of future development 
on Natura 2000 sites, landscapes and biodiversity impacts. The RSES does not contain similar 
supporting text. 
 
A proposal was tabled for the development of a world class deepwater port, logistics centre 
and business park at Gormonston, County Meath. The development of the deepwater port 
would transform the economic and employment prospects of the East Meath – North Fingal 
area and establish a new economic hub on the Dublin – Belfast M1 Corridor. The current 
status of the project is that pre-feasibility and environmental / habitat assessment has been 
carried out” 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Chapter 5  

 

Movement Strategy 
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Motion No. 36 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion This submission requests that Meath County 

Council cater more for the cycling 
community and as part of their commitment 
to the climate change strategy include two 
actions as follows: 

1. Include in all written statements 
associated with this CDP a cycle lane 
plan/route. 

2. Include the requirement for a cycle 
lane route in all new developments in 
the county.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
Amendments to a number of objectives outlined in Chapter 5 of the Draft Plan are 
recommended in response to this motion. Please also be aware of the following:  
 
Cycle networks are identified in the NTA Cycle Network Plan for the Greater Dublin Area 
which can be found at the following link:  
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/publications/strategic-planning/gda-cycle-network-plan/ 
 
This document outlines existing and required cycling infrastructure in both urban and rural 
areas of the region. Information outlined in that report will provide for cycle infrastructure 
projects to be prioritised in terms of the importance to the strategic network and the likely 
cycle demand for such a scheme. The Network Plan has provided Local Authorities with an 
evidence based strategy for the implementation of cycle infrastructure that will see tangible 
returns for investment. The Draft Plan ensures the Councils implementation of the Plan by 
including MOV OBJ 22 which states, ‘To implement the recommendations of the NTA 
Strategy with regard to walking and cycling infrastructure’. The following policies set down 
in the Draft Plan also ensure the incorporation of cycleways into the design schemes for 
town centres, residential, educational, employment developments etc:   
 
MOV POL 17: ‘To identify and seek to implement a strategic, coherent and high quality cycle 
and walking network across the County that is integrated with public transport and 
interconnected with cultural, recreational, retail, educational and employment destinations 
and attractions’.  
 
MOV POL 20: ‘To encourage, where appropriate, the incorporation of safe and efficient 
cycleways, accessible footpaths and pedestrian routes into the design schemes for town 
centres/neighbourhood centres, residential, educational, employment, recreational 
developments and other uses’.  
 
MOV POL 22: ‘To prioritise the safe movement of pedestrians and cyclists in proximity to 
public transport nodes’.  
 
MOV OBJ 22: ‘To implement the recommendations of the NTA strategy with regard to 

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/publications/strategic-planning/gda-cycle-network-plan/
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Motion No. 37 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion Meath County Council’s plan to extend the 

short hop zone to Enfield is welcomed and it 
is proposed that this is completed as soon as 
possible. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council remains committed to working with Irish Rail to support an extension of the 
short hop zone pricing structure as set out in MOV OBJ 6 of the Draft Plan as follows: ‘To 
encourage and work in conjunction with Irish Rail to review the operation of the Short Hop 
Zone (SHZ) rail prices with an extension to stations in Laytown, Gormanston and Enfield’.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 38 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To designate future train station or proposed 

line or route from Dunshaughlin spur 
through Ratoath to Ashbourne and onto the 
airport.  

Chief Executive’s Response 

walking and cycling infrastructure’.  
 
In relation to new developments in the County, the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges 
applies which includes facilities for all modes of transport including cycling.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend the Draft Plan Chapter 5 as follows:  
 
MOV OBJ 1: ‘To prepare and commence implementation of, Local Transport Plans (LTP), in 
conjunction with the NTA and relevant stakeholders, for Drogheda (in conjunction with 
Louth County Council as part of the Joint Urban Plan), Ashbourne, Navan, Ratoath, other 
settlements where appropriate’.  
 
MOV OBJ 22: ‘To implement, in conjunction with the NTA, the recommendations of the NTA 
strategy with regard to walking and cycling infrastructure’.  
 
MOV OBJ 23: ‘To revise road junction layouts, where appropriate, to provide dedicated 
pedestrian and cycling crossings, reduce pedestrian crossing distances, provide more direct 
pedestrian routes, and reduce the speed of turning traffic’. 
 
MOV OBJ 25: ‘To request the submission of a quality audit including pedestrian and cycling 
permeability plans as part of new housing developments’.  
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MOV OBJ 3 (b) states: ‘To explore in conjunction with Irish Rail and other stakeholders the 
feasibility of a future rail spur off the Navan-Dublin Rail line from Dunshaughlin to serve 
Ashbourne and Ratoath’. 
 
Future station locations will form part of any feasibility study.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 39 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion Designate part of Ashbourne Retail Park as a 

transport hub with park n’ ride facilities and 
public transport terminus.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
A commitment has been made in the Ashbourne Written Statement to identify a suitable 
location for a bus-based Park and Ride facility in Ashbourne. ASH MOV OBJ 1 states: ‘To 
identify a suitable location for a bus-based Park and Ride facility in Ashbourne’ 
 
The car parking in the retail park is designated to serve permitted development at that 
location. 
 
The identification of a suitable location for Park and Ride facilities will be addressed as part 
of the Ashbourne Local Area Plan and Transport Plan preparation process.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend ASH MOV OBJ 1 as follows: ‘To identify a suitable location for a bus-based Park and 
Ride facility in Ashbourne as part of the Transport Plan preparation and future local area 
plan process’. 
 
 

Motion No. 40 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion Designate lands south of Ashbourne near the 

9 mile stone for park n’ ride.    
Chief Executive’s Response 
A commitment has been made in the Ashbourne Written Statement to identify a suitable 
location for a bus-based Park and Ride facility in Ashbourne. ASH MOV OBJ 1 states: ‘To 
identify a suitable location for a bus-based Park and Ride facility in Ashbourne’. 
 
The identification of a suitable location for Park and Ride facilities will be addressed as part 
of the Ashbourne Local Area Plan and Transport Plan preparation process. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
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Amend ASH MOV OBJ 1 as follows: ‘To identify a suitable location for a bus-based Park and 
Ride facility in Ashbourne as part of the Transport Plan preparation and future local area 
plan process’. 
 
 

Motion No. 41 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To utilize the existing, disused site at 

Kilmoon cross as a designated park n’ ride.    
Chief Executive’s Response 
The National Development Plan makes particular reference to and prioritises the upgrade of 
the N2 from Rath Roundabout to Kilmoon Cross which is already underway.  
 
The NTA Transport Strategy contains objectives for bus and rail based park and ride facilities 
for the region. Consideration of park and ride sites should be considered as part of this 
overall study for the county/region.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 42 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To include in the draft plan for Ashbourne, 

an inner relief road following the M2 
motorway from the Ballybin road L5018 to 
the Ratoath Road R125.     

Chief Executive’s Response 
This is premature but could be considered as part of the future long term growth of 
Ashbourne.  
 
This issue can be examined in greater detail as part of the Ashbourne Local Area Plan and 
Transport Plan preparation process. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 43 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To highlight a new access route extending 

from the Ashbourne Business Park to the 
R125, as existing entrance is inadequate.  
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Chief Executive’s Response 
This is premature but could be considered as part of the future long term growth of 
Ashbourne.  
 
This issue can be further examined as part of the Ashbourne Local Area Plan and Transport 
Plan preparation process.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 44 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion Standardization of traffic calming measures 

outside schools – to encourage pupils to walk 
and cycle to school.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
This motion has merit. However, each school would require an individual needs assessment. 
A one size fits all approach to traffic calming outside schools is not considered to be 
appropriate.  
 
It is anticipated that Traffic Management Guidelines will be published in due course. 
Further, the Road safety strategy is due to be updated in 2020. This is an issue which should 
be reviewed under this process.  
 
It should be noted that in the case of works required outside of the site boundary i.e. 
pedestrian crossing, ramps etc, this cannot be provided as part of the development (if 
outside the site boundary and applicants ownership). However, it is considered that this 
could be addressed by way of Special Contribution and should be considered under the 
review of the Development Contribution Scheme.  
 
In order to encourage pupils to cycle to school, adequate cycle parking should be put in 
place. In this regard, the Draft Plan should comply with the NTA National Cycle Manual. 
Amendments to table 11.6 are recommended in this regard. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
Amend Table 11.6 Cycle Parking Standards in Draft Development Management Chapter as 
follows:  
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Type of Development  Cycle Parking Standard  

Residential units  

Apartments 

1 space per bedroom + 1 visitor space per 5 
units. 

1 private secure bicycle space per bed space 
(note – design should not require bicycle 
access via living area), minimum 2 spaces 

1 visitor bicycle space per two housing units 

Shops  1 space for every 10 car spaces or 1 space 
per till/checkout, whichever is greater. 

Supermarkets / large stores 10% of total car spaces subject to a 
minimum provision of 50 spaces 

Offices  20% 10% of employee numbers (subject to 
minimum of 10 bicycle places or one bike 
space for every car space, whichever is the 
greater).  
 

Industry / warehousing 
 

20% of employee numbers 
 

Theatre, cinema, church, stadium  

Sports Clubs 

1 space for every 100 seats  

To be determined by the Planning Authority 
 

Hotels, guest houses 
 

1 space per 20 bedrooms  
 

Lounge bars 
 

10% of total car spaces subject to a 
minimum of 10 spaces 
 

Restaurants 
 

10% of total car spaces subject to a 
minimum of 10 spaces  

Schools 10% of pupil registration numbers, minimum 
of 10 spaces. Consider separate 
teacher/employee parking. 

Other developments 1 bike space per car space, or 10% of 
employee numbers in general.  

Playing fields 
 

1 space for every 3 players 

  Nursing homes 20% of employee numbers 
Off Street car parks (including Multi-Storey 
Car Parks) 

10% of total car spaces, minimum provision 
of 50 spaces  
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Motion No. 45 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion Include the upgrade of the Donaghmore/ 

Rathbeale road R125 east of 9 mile stone to 
the border with Fingal.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
This motion is supported. An additional objective should be added in this regard.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend Ashbourne Town Statement to include the following objective:  
‘To examine the feasibility of upgrading the R125 in conjunction with Fingal County Council 
to improve links and connectivity between Ashbourne and Swords’. 
 
 

Motion No. 46 
Councillor(s) Cllr Hoey 
Motion Add in the following objective to the 

Movement Strategy: 
MOV OBJ 8: As part of the Joint Urban Plan, 
to work with Louth County Council to 
encourage and work with Irish Rail to review 
the operation of the Short Hop Zone (SHZ) 
rail prices with an extension to the station in 
Drogheda as part of the Joint Urban Plan.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan Chapter 5 includes the following two objectives:  
MOV OBJ 6: ‘To encourage and work in conjunction with Irish Rail to review the operation of 
the Short Hop Zone (SHZ) rail prices with an extension to stations in Laytown, Gormanston 
and Enfield’.  
MOV OBJ 7: ‘To support the delivery of an additional train station in the Northern Environs 
of Drogheda as part of the future Joint Urban Plan’.  
 
The Council supports the provision of electrified services to Drogheda and as part of this 
would encourage the provision of a train station at Bettystown as part of the DART 
expansion works.  
 
It is considered reasonable to support an extension of the SHZ to Drogheda.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend MOV OBJ 6 as follows: To encourage, support and work in conjunction with Irish Rail 
to review the operation of the Short Hop Zone (SHZ) rail prices with an extension to stations 
in Laytown, Gormanston, Enfield and Drogheda. 
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Motion No. 47 
Councillor(s)  Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion  To include the following objective in the 

Dunboyne/Clonee written statement: 
Cycle way and pathway from Clonee village 
to Ongar, Fingal County which will open up 
safe cycleway from county Meath onto the 
Royal Canal Greenway/Cycle way for leisure 
and employees working in Dublin City.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Cycle networks are identified in the NTA 
Cycle Network Plan for the Greater 
Dublin Area which can be found at the 
following link:  
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/public
ations/strategic-planning/gda-cycle-
network-plan/ 
 
The Cycle Network Plan identifies an 
inter-urban cyclepath from Clonee 
village to Ongar in Fingal. See map 
adjacent taken from the Cycle Network 
Plan.  
 
It should be noted that there is a planning application currently in the system which if 
permitted and delivered would deliver a section of this footpath/cycleway. It is due for 
decision on the 11th November 2019 (planning reference RA191224). In any event, Chapter 
5 of the Draft Plan, MOV OBJ 22 states: ‘To implement the recommendations of the NTA 
strategy with regard to walking and cycling infrastructure’. This should be amended to 
implement the NTA Strategy in conjunction with the NTA.  
 
Local specific objectives can be identified at Local Area Plan stage.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend Draft Plan Chapter 5 Movement Strategy, MOV OBJ 22 as follows: ‘To implement, in 
conjunction with the NTA, the recommendations of the NTA strategy with regard to walking 
and cycling infrastructure’. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/publications/strategic-planning/gda-cycle-network-plan/
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/publications/strategic-planning/gda-cycle-network-plan/
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/publications/strategic-planning/gda-cycle-network-plan/
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Motion No. 48 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion To include the following objective in the 

Dunboyne/Clonee written statement: 
To support the delivery of a Cycle way and 
Pathway from Fairyhouse Cross along all 
employment lands adjacent to the N3 in 
conjunction with all relevant stakeholders to 
Clonee Village.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The M3 transport study makes provision for pedestrian links and a greenway link to Clonee 
village including along the R147.  
 
This issue will be addressed as part of the review of the Dunboyne/Clonee Local Area Plan. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 49 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion Amendment to DCE OBJ 20 to facilitate the 

implementation of a HGV ban in both Clonee 
and Dunboyne Town Centre by the addition 
of the following:  

• In the case of Dunboyne by extending 
Dunboyne Industrial Estate link road 
onto the R157.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
The transport study makes provision for HGV bans in Dunboyne and Clonee and the 
extending of the link road to the R157. It is a recommendation of the Draft plan to 
implement the Transport Study. 
 
This is accounted for under the Draft Plan Dunboyne/Clonee Written Statement DCE OBJ 21 
which states, ‘To support and facilitate the delivery of the transport infrastructure and 
measures set out in the Dunboyne Transport Strategy’.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Motion No. 50 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion Dunshaughlin Train station. Current location 

as per previous plan objective: To facilitate 
the delivery of DUNSHAUGHLIN Train 
Station, Park and Ride site, with 1,200 free 
car park spaces and access directly from slip 
road from the M3, Dublin Bound from 
Navan.    

Chief Executive’s Response 
The NTA Transport Strategy contains objectives for bus and rail based park and ride facilities 
for the region. Consideration of park and ride sites should be considered as part of this 
overall study for the county/region. 
 
This issue will be further examined as part of the review of the Dunshaughlin Local Area 
Plan. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 51 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion M3 Motorway adjustments: 

To ease gridlock into and out of the county 
provision for the delivery of On and Off 
ramps at M3/R155/R154 flyover bridges 
(Fairyhouse) to decrease commute times of 
commuters to and from Dunshaughlin, Trim 
and Ratoath.     

Chief Executive’s Response 
This was considered as part of the Transport study and was found to be contrary to the 
findings of the recommendations therein.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 52 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion To facilitate the delivery of a 

pathway/greenway from Kilmessan Village 
to Kilmessan GAA Clubhouse.      

Chief Executive’s Response 
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Given the competing priorities and available funding this pathway is unlikely to be delivered 
in the lifetime of the Draft Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 53 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion To facilitate the delivery of a 

pathway/cycleway from Dunshaughlin 
village to the proposed Dunshaughlin Train 
station south of M3 in conjunction with all 
relevant stakeholders.       

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
This issue will be further examined as part of the review of the Dunshaughlin Local Area 
Plan. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 54 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion To facilitate and utilise the Fairyhouse 

facility along the R155 as a bus terminus and 
park and ride.        

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Lands at Fairyhouse are in private ownership, any proposal to use the facility as a park 
and ride would require landowner agreement. The Draft Plan identifies a tract of land as 
White Land for employment related uses to the north of Fairyhouse. This area could also 
accommodate a park and ride facility. 
 
The NTA Transport Strategy contains objectives for bus and rail based park and ride facilities 
for the region. Consideration of park and ride sites should be considered as part of this 
overall study for the county/region. 
 
This issue will be further examined as part of the review of the Ratoath Local Area Plan. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 55 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion Add the following objective: 

In conjunction with Fingal County Council 
and TII, a joint feasibility study and analysis 
to be undertaken for a new link road from 
the M2 Motorway to Dublin Airport.         

Chief Executive’s Response 
The NPF notes that the continued strengthening of the economic relationship between 
Dublin and Belfast can help reinforce the competitiveness of the Eastern and Midland 
Region, while also helping to mitigate the adverse effects of Brexit. As an island, continued 
investment in Ireland’s port and airport connections within the State and to the UK, the EU 
and the rest of the world, is integral to underpinning international competitiveness. It is also 
central to responding to the challenges as well as the opportunities arising from Brexit. This 
is relevant to the N2 and the Rath to Kilmoon Cross section in particular given that it is part 
of a key artery to both the international gateway at Dublin Airport and Dublin Port.  
 
The exploration of all options for improved access to the National Airport within County 
Meath would be of interest to the Council. A link road from the M2 Motorway to Dublin 
Airport is not specifically provided for in the National Development Plan. Therefore, it would 
be premature at this time to include such an objective. However, the Council will continue 
to monitor the need for improvements to our road infrastructure throughout the County 
and will liaise with TII on an ongoing basis. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 56 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion Amend page 15 of Movement Chapter as 

follows: 
Dublin Bus just serves Clonee and Dunboyne. 
No service in Ratoath and Ashbourne.      

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Chief Executive acknowledges this and confirms that Dublin Bus only serves Dunboyne 
while Bus Eireann serves Ashbourne and Ratoath. This will be corrected.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend Section 5.7.3 Bus: National bus routes are complemented by Dublin Bus in 
Ashbourne, Ratoath and Clonee and Dunboyne.  
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Motion No. 57 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly on behalf of Fianna Fail 

Party 
Motion Section 5.7.1 Rail section of the Movement 

Chapter is welcomed. Improvement and 
development of the rail network in County 
Meath is an absolute priority, more than 
that, a necessity. Extending the Short Hop 
Zone rail prices operated by Irish Rail to 
Laytown, Gormanston and Enfield is very 
welcome.         

Chief Executive’s Response 
Meath County Council recognises the importance of the re-opening of the rail line to Navan 
in terms of the benefits to the local population in providing public transport and in 
enhancing accessibility to the county as a whole. Consequently the project has been fully 
supported by the Council on an ongoing basis through its actions and in terms of ensuring 
that an appropriate policy basis is in place to facilitate the delivery of the scheme.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 58 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly on behalf of Fianna Fail 

Party 
Motion To include an objective for the following:  

To adopt a policy of other counties before us 
to install speed ramps at or near the 
entrance to every school in our county. The 
monetary and people management issue of 
providing school wardens is noted however 
it has been seen across the board that the 
introduction of signalised junctions alone are 
not alleviating parents and school concerns.          

Chief Executive’s Response 
This motion has merit. However, each school would require an individual needs assessment. 
A one size fits all approach to traffic calming outside schools is not considered to be 
appropriate.  
 
Including a generic objective in advance of the publication of the Traffic Management 
Guidelines and the Road Safety Strategy which is due to be updated in 2020, would be 
premature. This is an issue which would be better reviewed under the Road Safety Strategy 
process.  
 
It should be noted that in the case of works required outside of the site boundary i.e. 
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pedestrian crossing, ramps etc, this cannot be provided as part of the development (if 
outside the site boundary and applicants ownership). However, it is considered that this 
could be addressed by way of Special Contribution and should be considered under the 
review of the Development Contribution Scheme.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 59 
Councillor(s) David Gilroy 
Motion ATHOBJ11: Amend the wording removing 

the phrase ‘development of bus pull in areas 
in conjunction with Bus Eireann’ to be 
replaced with the phrase ‘the development 
of a bus stop area in conjunction with Bus 
Eireann’. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is not considered appropriate to amend the wording of this objective. MCC has 
endeavoured to reach consensus on a bus stop for Athboy. To date this has been 
unsuccessful. MCC will continue to explore all options to make appropriate provisions for 
bus set down and pick up facilities.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 60 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty-Smith 
Motion To insert an objective in the Ratoath Written 

Statement: ‘To provide for the completion of 
a Ratoath Ring Road whether through the 
provision of reserving lands or otherwise; for 
a Ring Road joining the Skryne and Curragha 
Roads, the Curragha Road and the R125 
behind lands to the North of Ratoath and to 
meet at the new LIHAF outer relief road; for 
the purpose of alleviating traffic congestion 
in the town centre and to provide for 
reasonable foresight and the opportunity for 
a planned, thoughtful consolidation of the 
town centre, and the provision of 
community and civic facilities as needed’.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council obtained funding, through the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund 
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(LIHAF), to deliver a portion of the Ratoath Outer Relief Road which will facilitate the 
development of lands to the east of the town.  
 
Any further phases of development are to include the construction of the adjoining section 
of the Ratoath Outer Relief Road. This is stated in the Draft Plan Ratoath Town Statement: 
 
RAT OBJ 7 as follows: ‘To facilitate the development of the Ratoath Outer Relief route in 
tandem with development’. There is an opportunity to secure the completion of this road in 
this Plan by zoning additional residential lands to the south west. This would complete the 
link between the R125 and the R155 and would ensure the maximum return on the 
investment in this piece of infrastructure.  
 
Provision of employment opportunities to address the very unsustainable historic 
development model in Ratoath together with completion of the RORR are the priorities of 
the Council over the life of the Development Plan. No justification exists for a substantial 
expansion of the town to the north which would be facilitated by this road proposal.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 61 
Councillor(s) Francis Deane 
Motion That the Draft Meath County Development 

Plan provides for traffic calming measures, 
including tabletop speed ramps and reduced 
speed limits to 35kmph within 250 metres of 
any school.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
This motion has merit. However, each school would require an individual needs assessment. 
A one size fits all approach to traffic calming outside schools is not considered to be 
appropriate.  
 
Including a generic objective in advance of the publication of the Traffic Management 
Guidelines and the Road Safety Strategy which is due to be updated in 2020, would be 
premature. This is an issue which would be better reviewed under the Road Safety Strategy 
process.  
 
It should be noted that in the case of works required outside of the site boundary i.e. 
pedestrian crossing, ramps etc, this cannot be provided as part of the development (if 
outside the site boundary and applicants ownership). However, it is considered that this 
could be addressed by way of Special Contribution and should be considered under the 
review of the Development Contribution Scheme.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
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No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 62 
Councillor(s) Francis Deane 
Motion That the Draft Meath County Development 

Plan make substantial provision to provide 
park and ride facilities in Navan to 
encourage and facilitate the use of Public 
Transport and provides for significant 
additional off street parking in Navan. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan includes a Navan Town Statement. This statement includes the following 
objective:  
 
NAV OBJ 20: ‘To identify suitable locations for a bus-based Park and Ride facility in Navan’.  
 
Further, the Navan Town Statement indicates that the Integrated Public Realm and 
Movement Plan ‘Navan 2030’ has identified opportunities to improve connectivity between 
the local and regional services. This strategy has also identified a requirement to provide 
Park and Ride facilities in order to make public transport more accessible and reduce 
dependence on the car. A number of preferred locations have been identified. Following on 
from the foregoing, specific locations would be best identified under the review of the 
Navan Development Plan.  
 
The provision of additional car parking spaces in Navan must serve to strike a balance 
between providing an adequate number of spaces to cater for likely traffic generation 
without resulting in making private transport the most attractive option for journeys, 
particularly short journeys within urban areas which could be done by cycling or walking.  
 
This will be further examined as part of the updating of the Navan Transport Plan which will 
occur in tandem with the preparation of the Navan Local Area Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

 

Motion No. 63 
Councillor(s) Francis Deane 
Motion To improve road infrastructure from housing 

estates in Johnstown.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
Chapter 11 DM OBJ 28 sets down an objective in relation to new housing schemes as 
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follows: ‘The design of any housing scheme shall have regard to the requirement for 
connectivity between residential areas, community facilities etc. The design of any 
walkways, lanes or paths connecting housing estates or within housing estates shall be of 
sufficient width to allow for the safe movement of pedestrians and cyclists. They shall be 
adequately overlooked and lit and not be excessive in length’. 
 
Any issues with existing road infrastructure from housing estates do not fall within the remit 
of the Draft Plan.  
 
Connectivity from Johnstown in terms of vehicular, cycling and pedestrian modes will be 
examined as part of the Navan Local Area Plan. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 64 
Councillor(s) Gerry O’ Connor 
Motion That Meath County Council’s policy MOV 

POL 10 is amended to add ‘and facilitate the 
provision of Park and Ride facilities’.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
No objection to this motion. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
MOV POL 10: ‘To ensure that new developments in Regional Growth Centres, Key Towns, 
Self-Sustaining Growth Towns and Self-Sustaining Towns are laid out so as to facilitate the 
provision of local bus services and the provision of Park and Ride facilities as appropriate’.  
 
 

Motion No. 65 
Councillor(s) Gerry O’ Connor 
Motion Add new objective MOV OBJ: To identify and 

develop suitable lands to provide Park and 
Ride facilities at appropriate locations in 
Dunshaughlin, Ratoath and Ashbourne.    

Chief Executive’s Response 
A town statement has been prepared for Dunshaughlin, Ratoath and Ashbourne.  
 
The following objective is included in the Dunshaughlin Town Statement:  
DNS OBJ 10 states: ‘To examine the feasibility of providing Park and Ride facilities in 
Dunshaughlin located in employment lands in the south western part of the town’.  
 
The following objective is included in the Ashbourne Town Statement:  
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ASH MOV OBJ 1: ‘To identify a suitable location for a bus-based Park and Ride facility in 
Ashbourne’. 
 
The Draft Plan Ratoath Town Statement identifies a tract of land as White Land for 
employment related uses to the north of Fairyhouse. This area could potentially 
accommodate a park and ride facility. However, it should be noted that any proposal to use 
land in private ownership would require landowner agreement. Further, the NTA Transport 
Strategy contains objectives for bus and rail based park and ride facilities for the region. 
Consideration of park and ride sites should be considered as part of this overall study for the 
county/region. Once this study is done, the review of each Local Area Plan will present an 
opportunity to identify specific sites.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Add the following new objective to the Ratoath Town Statement:  
 
‘To work with the NTA to identify a suitable location for a bus-based Park and Ride facility 
serving Ratoath’.  
 
 

Motion No. 66 
Councillor(s) Gerry O’ Connor 
Motion Add objective MOV OBJ: To continue to 

support and facilitate TII, Fingal County 
Council and Cavan Co. Council for the 
planning and delivery for upgrades to the 
M3, R147 corridor as appropriate.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
MOV OBJ 39 supports major and minor road improvements, bypasses of local towns and 
villages and proposed national road schemes and where necessary allows for the 
reservation of corridors of any such proposed routes free of development, which would 
interfere with the provision of such proposals. Potential works to the M3 are identified in 
Table 5.1 however this list is not exhaustive. This is considered to adequately support any 
upgrades to the M3, R147 corridor as appropriate.  
 
Any upgrades to the M3 would have to be supported and funded by the TII. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 67 
Councillor(s) Gerry O’ Connor 
Motion MOV POL 34: Add M3 Motorway Junction 6 

(Dunshaughlin) to facilitate distributor road 
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to link with R147.      
Chief Executive’s Response 
MOV POL 34 states: ‘To review, as part of the Local Area Plan process, land at strategic 
locations adjoining urban related motorway junctions which has previously been identified 
for employment generating uses, subject to compliance with the Spatial Planning and 
National Roads – Guidelines for Planning Authorities. In this regard, the following junctions 
will be examined:  
 

• M1 Motorway Junction 7 (Julianstown) 
• Junction 8 (Duleek) 
• Junction 9 (Drogheda) 
• M3 Motorway Junction 4 (Clonee) 
• Junction 5 (Dunboyne) 
• Junction 8 Navan South 
• Junction 9 Navan (North) 
• N2 Rath Roundabout to Kilmoon 

 
The Planning Authority will continue to support development proposals in such 
circumstances where all of the criteria specified in Section 2.7 of the ‘Spatial Planning & 
National Roads Guidelines’ are adhered to’.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend MOV POL 34 as follows:  
‘To review, as part of the Local Area Plan process, land at strategic locations adjoining urban 
related motorway junctions which has previously been identified for employment 
generating uses, subject to compliance with the Spatial Planning and National Roads – 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities. In this regard, the following junctions will be examined:  
 

• M1 Motorway Junction 7 (Julianstown) 
• Junction 8 (Duleek) 
• Junction 9 (Drogheda) 
• M3 Motorway Junction 4 (Clonee) 
• Junction 5 (Dunboyne) 
• M3 Motorway Junction 6 (Dunshaughlin) 
• Junction 8 Navan South 
• Junction 9 Navan (North) 
• N2 Rath Roundabout to Kilmoon 

 
The Planning Authority will continue to support development proposals in such 
circumstances where all of the criteria specified in Section 2.7 of the ‘Spatial Planning & 
National Roads Guidelines’ are adhered to’.  
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Motion No. 68 
Councillor(s) Gerry O’ Connor 
Motion To amend MOV OBJ 45 Chapter 5 Movement 

Strategy to add M3 junction 6/R125 to R147 
distributor road.    

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan Dunshaughlin written statement includes DNS OBJ 9: ‘To support the 
continuation of the Western Distributor Link Road from its position west of the 
Dunshaughlin Interchange to the R147 south of the town’. 
 
This issue will be further examined as part of the review of the Dunshaughlin Local Area 
Plan. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 69 
Councillor(s) Gillian Toole 
Motion Addition of the following key strategic roads 

(Ratoath town) to MOV OBJ 45 as follows:  
• R125 to R155, south & west, 

Dunshaughlin road to Fairyhouse 
road. 

• R125 to R155, north & east, Ratoath 
main street to Curragha road.  

• Skryne road to R155, extending the 
Steeplechase relief road.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan, Chapter 5, MOV OBJ 45 states, ‘To promote the delivery of the following key 
strategic roads include but not limited to: Ratoath Outer Relief Road, Bryanstown Link Road 
(Drogheda), Navan Road – Dublin Road Link, Trim’.   
 
This objective is in line with National and Regional Policy. The roads proposed in this motion 
would not be in line with the strategic long term growth of the town in a southerly direction 
in order to facilitate much needed employment growth on appropriately zoned lands.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 70 
Councillor(s) Joe Fox 
Motion That the lands be identified at Hill of Down 
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Rural Node for the provision of a park and 
ride facility adjacent to the train station. It 
would service an area including Ballivor, 
Kinnegad and the wider South Meath region. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan sets down a policy to provide for Park and Ride schemes which improve 
public transport accessibility. These schemes shall be developed at appropriate locations 
which will not exacerbate road congestion or increase car travel distances. These locations 
shall be close to high quality road corridors leading from Core towns with good bus priority 
to commuter destinations in the metropolitan area.  
 
There is provision made under MOV OBJ 12 and MOV OBJ 13 for the provision of Park and 
Ride facilities at appropriate locations in the County. While the identification of specific sites 
for Park and Ride facilities does not fall within the remit of the Draft Plan, an objective could 
be added for the provision of a park and ride facility at the Hill of Down Rural Node 
proximate to the Greenway.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Add objective to Movement Strategy:  
‘To identify the provision of a trail head/public car park at the Hill of Down Rural Node 
proximate to the Greenway, to facilitate the re-opening of the rail station, subject to 
feasibility’. 
 

Motion No. 71 
Councillor(s) Maria Murphy 
Motion Include objective for the delivery of the road 

through Dunboyne Industrial Estate which 
will connect the Old Navan Road to the 
Dunboyne Bypass.    

Chief Executive’s Response 
This is covered in the Draft Plan Dunboyne/Clonee Town Statement as follows:  
 
DCE OBJ 21: ‘To support and facilitate the delivery of the transport infrastructure and 
measures set out in the Dunboyne Transport Strategy’. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 72 
Councillor(s) Mike Bray 
Motion To include the following objective in the 

Athboy Written Statement: 
• To improve the public transport 
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connectivity for Athboy to Dublin as 
well as to county and regional towns.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council is strongly committed to the promotion of sustainable means of travel, 
including public bus services and the encouragement of modal change from private car to 
such sustainable means of travel. However, the Council is not directly responsible for public 
transport provision. The Department of Transport and the NTA are the principal agents for 
delivery of transport policy and development in the Greater Dublin Area. Other agencies 
involved in the provision and improvement of public transport include Iarnród Éireann, the 
Railway Procurement Agency, Bus Éireann etc. Whilst the Council does not have a direct role 
in the provision of public transport services, it is actively promoting and facilitating the 
improvement of both bus and rail services both within and from Co. Meath and is 
committed to working in conjunction with all transport providers and stakeholders in terms 
of the delivery of a reliable, accessible and integrated transport network that supports the 
effect functioning of the county.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

 

Motion No. 73 
Councillor(s) Mike Bray 
Motion To include the following objective in the 

Oldcastle Written Statement: 
To improve the public transport connectivity 
for Oldcastle to Dublin as well as to county 
and regional towns. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council is strongly committed to the promotion of sustainable means of travel, 
including public bus services and the encouragement of modal change from private car to 
such sustainable means of travel. However, the Council is not directly responsible for public 
transport provision. The Department of Transport and the NTA are the principal agents for 
delivery of transport policy and development in the Greater Dublin Area. Other agencies 
involved in the provision and improvement of public transport include Iarnród Éireann, the 
Railway Procurement Agency, Bus Éireann etc. Whilst the Council does not have a direct role 
in the provision of public transport services, it is actively promoting and facilitating the 
improvement of both bus and rail services both within and from Co. Meath and is 
committed to working in conjunction with all transport providers and stakeholders in terms 
of the delivery of a reliable, accessible and integrated transport network that supports the 
effect functioning of the county.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 74 
Councillor(s) Mike Bray 
Motion To include the following objective in the 

Crossakiel Written Statement: 
To improve the public transport connectivity 
for Crossakiel and the surrounding rural 
communities to county and regional towns 
as well as to Dublin. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council is strongly committed to the promotion of sustainable means of travel, 
including public bus services and the encouragement of modal change from private car to 
such sustainable means of travel. However, the Council is not directly responsible for public 
transport provision. The Department of Transport and the NTA are the principal agents for 
delivery of transport policy and development in the Greater Dublin Area. Other agencies 
involved in the provision and improvement of public transport include Iarnród Éireann, the 
Railway Procurement Agency, Bus Éireann etc. Whilst the Council does not have a direct role 
in the provision of public transport services, it is actively promoting and facilitating the 
improvement of both bus and rail services both within and from Co. Meath and is 
committed to working in conjunction with all transport providers and stakeholders in terms 
of the delivery of a reliable, accessible and integrated transport network that supports the 
effect functioning of the county.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 75 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To  upgrade the Ballybin Road from Moulden 

Bridge to Ashbourne in order to create 
greater through Traffic from the Fairyhouse 
Road onto new Inner Relief Road to 
Moulden Bridge and onto Ashbourne at 
Cross of the Rath, Ashbourne.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is unlikely that funding would be available for this over the life of the Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 76 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
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Motion The provision of an inter link bus route from 
Ashbourne via Ratoath for passengers to M3 
Parkway, thus removing cars from our roads 
as per policies on car emissions and Climate 
change.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Meath County Council would support a shared bus system between the settlements of 
Dunshaughlin, Ratoath, Ashbourne and Dunboyne (including M3 Parkway). This network 
would facilitate the creation of synergies between these centres, improve accessibility and 
promote their development as sustainable settlement centres. The Council have highlighted 
the critical importance of such a link in submissions to Regional and National bodies. 
 
Please note the Council does not have a direct role in the provision of public transport 
services however is actively promoting and facilitating the improvement of both bus and rail 
services both within and from Co. Meath and is committed to working in conjunction with 
all transport providers and stakeholders in terms of the delivery of a reliable, accessible and 
integrated transport network that supports the effective functioning of the county. 
 
The Draft Plan Chapter 5, MOV POL 8 states, ‘To cooperate with the NTA and other relevant 
agencies to have ongoing reviews of the network of bus routes in Meath, and to support 
and encourage public transport operators to provide improved bus services in, and through, 
the County’.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 77 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To provide an adequate road network for 

Dunshaughlin to the M3 to cater for the 
2300 housing units with planning permission 
due to be constructed over the next 10 
years.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan Dunshaughlin written statement includes DNS OBJ 9: ‘To support the 
continuation of the Western Distributor Link Road from its position west of the 
Dunshaughlin Interchange to the R147 south of the town’. 
 
This issue will be further examined as part of the review of the Dunshaughlin Local Area 
Plan. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 78 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To ensure the completion of the Ring Road 

to Fairyhouse Road, prior to any housing 
development taking place.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Ratoath Town Statement includes the following objective:  
 
RAT OBJ 7: ‘To facilitate the development of the Ratoath Outer Relief route in tandem with 
development’.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 79 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To provide for a large Park and Ride facility 

at Fairyhouse Racecourse in conjunction 
with Bus Eireann and Meath Local Link.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Lands at Fairyhouse are in private ownership, any proposal to use the facility as a park 
and ride would require landowner agreement. The Draft Plan identifies a tract of land as 
White Land for employment related uses to the north of Fairyhouse. This area could also 
accommodate a park and ride facility. 
 
The NTA Transport Strategy contains objectives for bus and rail based park and ride facilities 
for the region. Consideration of park and ride sites should be considered as part of this 
overall study for the county/region. Following this study, a specific site could be identified 
under the Local Area Plan if appropriate.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Add the following new objective to the Ratoath Town Statement:  
‘To work with the NTA to identify a suitable location for a bus-based Park and Ride facility 
serving Ratoath’.  
 

Motion No. 80 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To provide a Park and Ride facility at a 

suitable venue for Dunshaughlin. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
The following objective is included in the Dunshaughlin Town Statement:  
DNS OBJ 10 states: ‘To examine the feasibility of providing Park and Ride facilities in 
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Dunshaughlin located in employment lands in the south western part of the town’.  
 
The NTA Transport Strategy contains objectives for bus and rail based park and ride facilities 
for the region. Consideration of park and ride sites should be considered as part of this 
overall study for the county/region. Following this study, a specific site could be identified 
under the Local Area Plan if appropriate.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 81 
Councillor(s) Padraig Fitzsimons 
Motion Navan is seen as a ‘key town’ in the RSES 

which are described as a ‘large economically 
active service and/or county towns that 
provide employment for their surrounding 
areas with high quality transport links and 
the capacity to act as growth drivers to 
complement the Regional Growth Centres’. 
However, Navan does not have high quality 
transport links and we are the only town in 
the Eastern and Midland Area without a 
railway line or station. It is imperative that 
the rail line is extended to Navan (via 
Dunshaughlin) and that we provide for this 
within the framework of this Development 
Plan.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council remains strongly committed to the delivery of the rail to Navan and a strong 
policy stance is set out in the Draft Plan in support of same.  
 
The detailed designed alignment reflects that prepared and advanced by Iarnrod Eireann 
and confirmed by the NTA. The alignment is protected from further development through 
the R1 Rail Corridor objective and specific zoning objective R1 Rail Corridor which seeks ‘to 
provide for a strategic rail corridor and associated physical infrastructure’.   
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

 

Motion No. 82 
Councillor(s) Padraig Fitzsimons 
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Motion To include in the Plan for the development 
of a bridge/road to connect the Boyne road 
and the Slane road in Navan.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan Navan Town Statement NAV OBJ 24 is as follows: ‘To examine the feasibility 
of the requirement and case for a bridge crossing and distributor road link connecting the 
Slane Road to the Boyne Road’.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 83 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion To consider the advancement of a 

pedestrian crossing to the South East of 
Moynalty village in the interest of public 
safety.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
Motion is considered acceptable.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Add objective to the Moynalty Town Statement as follows: 
‘To explore the advancement of a pedestrian crossing to the south east of the village’.  
 

Motion No. 84 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion The County Development Plan should reflect 

the local authority’s support for Local Link 
(formerly Flexibus) who are committed to 
delivering public transport services 
throughout the county. The delivery of 
accessible daily bus services on electric 
vehicles across rural Meath should be 
supported.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council recognises the invaluable contribution of the Local link service to the public 
transportation network and the increase in local bus services as a result of this service, 
particularly to rural communities. This service can make a valuable contribution as a 
transport link for the network 
 
The Council is strongly committed to the promotion of sustainable means of travel, 
including public bus services and the encouragement of modal change from private car to 
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such sustainable means of travel.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 85 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion To work with the NTA and Bus Eireann to 

make all existing bus services throughout the 
county more accessible for wheelchair users 
and those with disabilities.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
This is supported.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
To include the following objective in the movement chapter of the Draft Plan: ‘To work with 
the NTA and Bus Eireann to make all existing public transport services throughout the 
county more accessible for wheelchair users and those with disabilities’.   
 
 

Motion No. 86 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion In relation to Movement Strategy the need 

to establish an appropriate weight limit ban 
for HGVs on our rural country road network.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
This does not fall within the scope of the Development Plan.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 87 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion That this Development Plan reflects the need 

for enhanced transport connectivity in our 
rural villages, in particular the villages of 
North Meath i.e. the need for a proper bus 
service in Drumconrath.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council does not have a direct role in the provision of public transport services, it is 
actively promoting and facilitating the improvement of both bus and rail services both 
within and from Co. Meath and is committed to working in conjunction with all transport 
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providers and stakeholders in terms of the delivery of a reliable, accessible and integrated 
transport network that supports the effective functioning of the county. 
 
The Council is committed to liaising with the public through the Public Participation 
Networks in this regard and the objectives set down in the Local Economic and Community 
Plan in relation to public transport.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 88 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion Amend MOV POL 33 to replace wording, ‘to 

junction of Curragha Road (Map 5.3.7)’ with 
‘to County boundary (May 5.3.7). Map 5.3.7 
would also require modification.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan, Chapter 5, MOV POL 33 states: ‘To avoid the creation of any additional 
access point from new development/intensification of traffic from existing entrance onto 
national roads outside the 60kmph speed limit, except at the following locations:  
 

1. N2 at Rath Roundabout to junction of Curragha Road (Map 5.3.7)  
2. Etc’.  

 
The purpose of this policy is to protect strategic roads in line with National Policy. 
Exceptional circumstances must be identified for any access point on this list. This exception 
relates to access into zoned land which is identified as a strategic employment site in the 
economic strategy for county Meath (MP2 refers). 
 
It would be contrary to national policy to allow an unlimited number of new entrances off a 
strategic corridor.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 89 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Amend MOV OBJ 1 as follows: To prepare in 

conjunction with the NRA, Local Transport 
Plans (LTP) for Drogheda (in conjunction 
with Louth County Council as part of the 
Joint Urban Plan), Ashbourne, Navan and 
Laytown – Bettystown, other settlements 
where appropriate.  
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Chief Executive’s Response 
This notice of motion is already included in the Draft Plan.  
 
The Town Statement set down for East Meath identifies the need to carry out a Transport 
Study for East Meath and South Drogheda. It includes the following objective: 
 
BLMD OBJ 7: ‘To support the preparation, in association with Louth County Council, of a 
Transport Study for East Meath and South Drogheda that assesses the capacity of existing 
roads, walking, and public transport infrastructure in the area and identifies any future 
investment in this infrastructure required to ensure the sustainable growth and 
development of this area’.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 90 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Amend MOV OBJ 5 as follows: To support 

the delivery of an additional train station at 
Bettystown as part of the DART expansion 
works to Drogheda through the planned 
electrification of the Northern Rail Line by 
Irish Rail.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan Chapter 5 MOV OBJ 5 states, ‘To facilitate the provision of a train station at 
Bettystown as part of the DART expansion works to Drogheda through the planned 
electrification of the Northern rail line by Irish Rail’. It is considered appropriate to clarify 
that this in in addition to the existing station at Laytown.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend MOV OBJ 5 as follows: ‘To facilitate the provision of a train station at Bettystown (in 
addition to the existing station at Laytown) as part of the DART expansion works to 
Drogheda through the planned electrification of the Northern Rail Line by Irish Rail’. 
 

Motion No. 91 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Amend MOV OBJ 6 as follows: To encourage, 

support and work in conjunction with Irish 
Rail to review the operation of the Short Hop 
Zone (SHZ) rail prices with an extension to 
stations in Enfield, Gormanston, Laytown 
and Drogheda. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
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The Draft Plan Chapter 5 MOV OBJ 6 states, ‘To encourage and work in conjunction with 
Irish Rail to review the operation of the Short Hop Zone (SHZ) rail prices with an extension to 
stations in Laytown, Gormanston and Enfield’.  
 
It is considered reasonable to support an extension of the SHZ to Drogheda. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend MOV OBJ 6 of the Draft Plan as follows: ‘To encourage, support and work in 
conjunction with Irish Rail to review the operation of the Short Hop Zone (SHZ) rail prices 
with an extension to stations in Laytown, Gormanston, Enfield and Drogheda’.  
 

Motion No. 92 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion New Objective: To support the delivery of an 

additional train station in the Southern 
Environs of Drogheda as part of the future 
Joint Urban Plan, and as part of the DART 
expansion works to Drogheda through the 
planned electrification of the Northern Rail 
Line by Irish Rail.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
There is merit in this motion.  
 
The Draft Plan, Chapter 5, MOV OBJ 7 states: ‘To support the delivery of an additional train 
station in the Northern Environs of Drogheda as part of the future Joint Urban Plan’.  
 
There would be merit in including an objective to explore the feasibility of a train station as 
part of the Joint Urban Area Plan. The location of which could be explored at that time.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Add the following objective to the Movement Strategy of the Draft Plan: 
‘To explore the feasibility of a train station in conjunction with Irish Rail and Louth County 
Council as part of the Joint Urban Area Plan’.  
 

Motion No. 93 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Amend MOV POL 10 as follows: To ensure 

that new developments in Regional Growth 
Centres, Key Towns, Self-Sustaining Growth 
towns and Self-Sustaining Towns are laid out 
so as to facilitate the provision of local bus 
services, bus bays and shelters.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
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This is considered acceptable.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend MOV POL 10 as follows: ‘To ensure that new developments in Regional Growth 
Centres, Key Towns, Self-Sustaining Growth towns and Self-Sustaining Towns are laid out so 
as to facilitate the provision of local bus services including bus bays and shelters in 
conjunction with the NTA and bus operators’. 
 

Motion No. 94 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Amend MOV OBJ 15 as follows: To develop 

and deliver a new car parking facility at 
Laytown Train Station in conjunction with 
the NTA and Irish Rail.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The development and delivery of this is dependent on funding external to the Local 
Authority and therefore the delivery of a new car parking facility is not fully within the 
control of the Council.  
 
However, the policy context and land use zoning has been put in place to facilitate a car 
parking facility adjacent to Laytown Train Station. The lands adjacent to the proposed car 
park site has been identified as a strategic employment site in this Draft Plan which will be 
supported and marketed by our economic development unit.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 95 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion New Objective: To identify and develop 

suitable locations for additional public 
parking in the Laytown-Bettystown area.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The provision of additional car parking spaces in the Laytown-Bettystown area must serve to 
strike a balance between providing an adequate number of spaces to cater for likely traffic 
generation without resulting in making private transport the most attractive option for 
journeys, particularly short journeys within urban areas which could be done by cycling or 
walking.  
 
This will be assessed as part of the Transport Plan for East Meath and the review of the East 
Meath Local Area Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 



Page 64 of 272 
 

No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 96 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Strongly support and encourage the progress 

of the Julianstown Bypass and the 
introduction of village branding to include 
village type lighting as delivered this year by 
the Council and the Julianstown & District 
Community Association.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The support is noted.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 97 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the progress and provision of a 

new Bypass for Duleek under the new 
County Development Plan.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan town statement for Duleek includes DUL MOV OBJ 1, ‘To examine the 
feasibility and progress the provision of the R150 bypass for Duleek to the south west of the 
town’.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 98 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To put in place a HGV ban through Duleek 

pending the provision of a new bypass.   
Chief Executive’s Response 
Putting in place a HGV ban does not fall within the scope of the Development Plan.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 99 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the upgrading of the N2 between 

the Rath Roundabout and Kilmoon Cross to 
address current capacity constraints.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
The National Development Plan makes particular reference to and prioritises the upgrade to 
the N2 from Rath Roundabout to Kilmoon Cross section of road which is already underway. 
The Draft Plan, Chapter 5, Section 5.8.3 highlights the important role of the N2 corridor. The 
delivery of these works will continue to be supported and facilitated by the Council and the 
Council will seek the delivery of the Slane Bypass in the future in conjunction with TII and 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. MOV OBJ 31 is set down to ensure 
continued support for upgrades to the N2 as follows: ‘To continue to support and facilitate 
TII, Fingal County Council, Louth County Council and Monaghan County Council in the 
planning and delivery of upgrades to the N2, as appropriate’. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 100 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion That the Council prioritise road safety and 

traffic calming measures on all key roads in 
East Meath and support the work of the 
Road Safety Officer.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan, Chapter 5 Movement Strategy includes a policy MOV POL 25 which is set 
down ‘to implement the actions of the Meath Road Safety Strategy and promote road and 
traffic safety measures in conjunction with Government Departments, the Road Safety 
Authority and other agencies’. This applies to the county as a whole.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 101 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion That Meath County Council progress the 

delivery of the Bryanstown Link Road, 
Drogheda.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
This road is not referenced in the National Planning Framework. It is unlikely that sufficient 
funding would be available to complete the design and build of this scheme over the life of 
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the Plan. The delivery of this scheme is developer driven.   
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 102 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the delivery of the North-South 

Spine Road linking Bettystown and Laytown.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council will continue to support the delivery of the North-South spine road linking 
Bettystown and Laytown.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 103 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To make the provision of bus shelters at all 

bus stops in County Meath an objective of 
the County Development Plan.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The provision of bus shelters does not fall within the remit of the Draft Plan however the 
Council is committed to facilitating improvements in bus infrastructure including bus 
shelters as outlined in the Draft Plan, Chapter 5 MOV OBJ 9:  
 
‘To identify deficits in bus infrastructure and develop a priority list as a basis to secure 
funding for improvement works, including the provision of  shelters, bus stops and travel 
information at stops’.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 104 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To make the gritting of all roads leading to 

Primary and Secondary Schools in County 
Meath a policy in the County Development 
Plan.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
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This does not fall within the scope of the Draft Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 105 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the implementation of the Cycle 

Network Plan 2014-2024 to provide more 
cycling and pedestrian routes across East 
Meath.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Support is noted and welcomed.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 106 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the provision of the Boyne 

Greenway in East Meath.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
Support is noted and welcomed.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 107 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the DART expansion programme 

to Drogheda and the electrification of the 
Northern Rail Line.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Support is noted and welcomed. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
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Motion No. 108 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To prioritise the provision of more Electric 

car charge points across County Meath.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan, Chapter 5, section 5.7.5 promotes the further installation and expansion of 
charging points for Electric Vehicles in order to achieve the 2030 targets for full 
electrification. MOV POL 16, MOV OBJ 20 and MOV OBJ 21 refers.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 109 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the progress and provision of a 

Bypass for Julianstown.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
Support is noted and welcomed.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 110 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the provision of a new Train 

Station at Bettystown as part of the 
proposed DART expansion works to 
Drogheda.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council supports the provision of electrified services to Drogheda and as part of this 
would encourage the provision of a train station at Bettystown as part of the DART 
expansion works.  
The Draft Plan, Chapter 5, MOV OBJ 5 states, ‘To facilitate the provision of a train station at 
Bettystown as part of the DART expansion works to Drogheda through the planned 
electrification of the Northern rail line by Irish Rail’. It is considered appropriate however, to 
clarify that this in in addition to the existing station at Laytown.  
 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend MOV OBJ 5 as follows: ‘To facilitate the provision of a train station at Bettystown (in 
addition to the existing station at Laytown) as part of the DART expansion works to 
Drogheda through the planned electrification of the Northern Rail Line by Irish Rail’. 
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Motion No. 111 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion That the inclusion of Gormanston, Laytown 

and Drogheda Train Stations into the ‘Short 
Hop Zone’ rail pricing structures is an 
objective of Meath County Council in the 
new County Development Plan.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council is committed to working with Irish Rail to extend the short hop zone. This is 
being highlighted by the Council at any opportunity. As detailed clearly in a submission 
made by the Council in May 2019 in relation to the Iarnrod Eireann Consolidated Strategy a 
review of the Short Hop Zone rail prices is required. There are two objectives in already that 
relate to this motion as follows:  
 
MOV OBJ 6: ‘To encourage and work in conjunction with Irish Rail to review the operation of 
the Short Hop Zone (SHZ) rail prices with an extension to stations in Laytown, Gormanston 
and Enfield’.  
MOV OBJ 7: ‘To support the delivery of an additional train station in the Northern Environs 
of Drogheda as part of the future Joint Urban Plan’.  
 
It is reasonable to extend the short hop zone to Drogheda.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend Chapter 5, MOV OBJ 6 as follows: To encourage, support and work in conjunction 
with Irish Rail to review the operation of the Short Hop Zone (SHZ) rail prices with an 
extension to stations in Laytown, Gormanston, Enfield and Drogheda. 
 

Motion No. 112 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To put in place traffic calming and road 

safety measures through Julianstown.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
This motion has merit. A scheme is being progressed and it is anticipated that the planning 
process will commence in 2019. 
 
It is anticipated that the existing Traffic Management Guidelines will be updated by the 
Department of Transport. Further, the Road safety strategy is due to be updated in 2020. 
This is an issue which should be reviewed under this process.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 113 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To implement road safety and traffic calming 

measures through Donore Village.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Donore Village Statement includes the following objective:  
 
DON OBJ 10: ‘To seek to discourage the use of the village’s road network by Heavy Goods 
Vehicles (HGVs) in conjunction with traffic calming measures and other environmental 
improvements’.  
 
However, road safety issues are considered to be generally outside the scope of the Draft 
Plan. The Road Safety strategy is due to be updated in 2020. This is an issue which should be 
reviewed under this process. 
  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 114 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the upgrading of M1 Junction 9 

and the M1 Duleek exit junction. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
Table 5.1 set down in the Movement Strategy of the Draft Plan identifies support for road 
schemes and includes the following:  
 
M1 Motorway:  
M1 Junction 9 Drogheda: Possible upgrading of this junction to improve capacity.  
M1 Junction 8 Duleek: Possible upgrading of this junction to improve capacity. 
 
It should be noted that this list is not exhaustive.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 115 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the provision of new footpaths, 

public lighting and cycle lanes through 
Duleek. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As identified in the Duleek Town Statement of the Draft Plan, ‘Continuous and enhanced 
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permeability within the town centre and between the town centre and adjoining residential 
areas is a key priority of the plan. Adequate footpaths, public lighting and the provision of 
new cycle lanes remain to the forefront of village enhancement works’.  
 
This can be explored further under the review of the Duleek Local Area Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 116 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To make the provision of flashing speed 

lights on the roads leading to every Primary 
& Secondary School in County Meath an 
objective in the new County Development 
Plan. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
This motion has merit. However, each school would require an individual needs assessment. 
A one size fits all approach to traffic calming outside schools is not considered to be 
appropriate.  
 
It is anticipated that the existing Traffic Management Guidelines will be updated by the 
Department of Transport. Further, the Road safety strategy is due to be updated in 2020. 
This is an issue which should be reviewed under this process.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended  
 

Motion No. 117 
Councillor(s) Wayne Harding 
Motion To support the implementation of the Slane 

Bypass as set down in national policy.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
Support is welcome and this is reflected in the Draft Plan. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

Motion No. 118 
Councillor(s) Wayne Harding 
Motion To expedite the implementation of the 
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Boyne Greenway from Bettystown/Laytown 
beach to Trim incorporating the Bru na 
Boinne world heritage site, Slane and Navan.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Significant progress has been made on the Boyne Greenway with funding secured under the 
National and Regional Greenway Fund to enable the advancement of plans for the Navan to 
Newgrange section. The Council is committed to continuing its efforts in the delivery of 
further greenway facilities in the County including all future phase of the Boyne Greenway 
subject to obtaining relevant consents. This is outlined in Chapter 5 of the Draft Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 119 
Councillor(s) Wayne Harding 
Motion To designate significant parking space for 

Slane village.   
Chief Executive’s Response 
The provision of additional car parking spaces in Slane must serve to strike a balance 
between providing an adequate number of spaces to cater for likely traffic generation 
without resulting in making private transport the most attractive option for journeys, 
particularly short journeys within urban areas which could be done by cycling or walking. 
This is something that will be addressed under the Public Realm Plan which is being 
prepared for Slane.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 120 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe  
Motion Make the provision of a pedestrian walkway 

from Moynalty Village to Moynalty GAA 
pitches and St. Mary’s Villas Bellair a core 
strategy of the County Development Plan. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Given the competing priorities and available funding this pathway is unlikely to be delivered 
in the lifetime of the Draft Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 121 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe  
Motion To provide adequate pedestrian and cycling 

links at new schools.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
This is considered to be adequately covered under DM OBJ 138 as set down in Chapter 11 of 
the Draft CDP in relation to schools as follows: 
 
‘Assessing planning applications for new schools and/or redevelopment/extensions of 
existing schools, the Planning Authority will have regard to the following:  
 
• Site location, proximity of school to catchment area, size of site relative to outdoor 

space requirements and the future needs of the school (i.e. sufficient space provided 
for future expansion).  

• Public transport availability.  
• Traffic and transport impact, good, safe accessible pedestrian and cyclist routes to and 

from the school from nearby residential and commercial areas.  
• Provision safe and adequate set down etc facilities for buses.  
• Provision of adequate, secure, covered cycle facilities.  
• Provision of safe access and adequate car parking and set down areas to facilitate drop 

off/pick up.  
• Adequate signage, lighting and boundary treatments.  
• Impact on local amenities and out of school hours uses.  

 
Review of Development Contributions Scheme  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
 

 

Motion No. 122 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe  
Motion To enhance signage along M3 corridor to 

reflect the tourism offering that exists, 
particularly in the villages off the motorway.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The matter of signage along motorways is regulated by TII. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 123 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Why is M1-N1 link not shown on Drogheda 

map-should it not be annotated on map? 
Chief Executive’s Response 
The link roads are not shown on any of the land use zoning objective map. They will be on 
the maps for publication.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 124 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Bridge over Boyne to link up with Louth 

administrative boundary.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
This matter will be dealt with under the Local Transport Study and Joint Urban Area Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 125 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that a bus bay, Park & Ride facility 

and car parking be provided in Slane.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
The provision of additional car parking spaces in Slane must serve to strike a balance 
between providing an adequate number of spaces to cater for likely traffic generation 
without resulting in making private transport the most attractive option for journeys, 
particularly short journeys within urban areas which could be done by cycling or walking.  
 
This will be reviewed as part of the Public Realm Plan for Slane.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 126 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that Duleek by-pass be annotated 
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on zoning map. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
Bypasses are identified on Map 5.2 of the Draft Plan including the Duleek Bypass.  
  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 127 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that 2 car parking spaces per 

residential unit and apartment unit be 
included in parking standards.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
This is a challenging issue for the County.  
 
The Design Standards for New Apartment Guidelines for Planning Authorities states, ‘The 
quantum of car parking or the requirement for any such provision for apartment 
developments will vary, having regard to the types of location in cities and towns that may 
be suitable for apartment development, broadly based on proximity and accessibility 
criteria. In larger scale and higher density developments, comprising wholly of apartments in 
more central locations that are well served by public transport, the default policy is for car 
parking provision to be minimised, substantially reduced or wholly eliminated in certain 
circumstances’.   
 
2 car parking spaces per residential unit complies with the Ministerial Guidelines: Design 
Standards for New Apartments however the requirement for apartments is 1 per unit and 1 
visitor space per 4 apartments. However, while development adjacent to existing and future 
rail stations will be subject to reduced requirements in accordance with the Design 
Standards for New Apartments, it is important to ensure adequate car parking for 
residential units at peripheral/or less accessible urban locations which applies to a 
substantial amount of the County.  
 
In response to this submission and having regard to the Ministerial Guidelines amendments 
to table 11.4 and 11.5 are recommended.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend Table 11.4 as follows:  
 

Land Use – Residential Car Spaces 
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Dwellings 2 per conventional dwelling 

Flats/ Apartments2 

1.25 per 1 & 2 bedroom unit 

2 per 3-4 bedroom unit 

1 per unit  

In all cases, 1 visitor space per 4 apartments 

Hotel Accommodation (excluding bars, 
functions rooms, etc.) 

1 per bedroom 

B&B / Guesthouse 1 per bedroom 

Hostel Accommodation 1 per bedroom or 1 per 10 beds 

Self-Catering Accommodation 

Caravan/Mobile Home Parks 
1 per unit 

Institutions 1 per employee 

Student Accommodation  To be determined on a case by case basis 

Land Use – Employment 

Manufacturing Industry 1 per 50 sq.m. gross floor area 

Warehousing 1 per 100 sq.m. gross floor area 

Offices 
1 per 25 sq.m. gross floor area. Where the 
floor area exceeds 1,500 sq.m. gross floor 
area, 1 space per 50sq.m. gross floor area. 

Data Centres 1 per 100 sq.m. gross floor area 

Land Use – Commercial 

                                                           
2 Refer to the Design Standards for New Apartments in relation to reduced car parking requirements for development adjacent to existing 
and future rail stations and minimum requirements in peripheral/or less accessible urban locations.  
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Food Retail  

1 per 20 sq.m. gross floor area. Where the 
floor area exceeds 1,000 sq.m. gross floor 
area, 1 space per 14 sq.m. gross floor area. 

*Provision should be made for taxi drop off 
spaces.  

Non Food Retail 1 per 20 sq.m. gross floor area. 

Retail Warehousing 1 per 20 sq.m. gross floor area 

Cash and Carry 1 per 50 sq.m. gross floor area 

Banks 1 per 20 sq.m. gross floor area 

Restaurants 1 per 5 sq.m dining area 

Bars, Night Clubs, Lounges, Function 
Rooms incl. such spaces in hotels 

1 per 4 sq.m. of public area 

Vehicle Service Station 4 per fuel pump provided 

Retail Outlets within Vehicle Service 
Garages 

1 per 10 sq. m of net floor area. 

1 HGV parking space per 30sq.m. net floor 
area is required where food is served on the 
premises.  

Land Use - Health and Education Facilities 

Hospitals 1 per bed 

Surgeries 2 per consulting room 

Nursing Homes 1 per 3 beds and one space per employee 

Schools 
3 per classroom plus dedicated pick up/set 
down area within site boundary 

Colleges/Third Level Institutions To be determined by the Planning Authority.  

Land Use - Community Facilities 

Places of Public Worship 1 per 4 seats 

Libraries   1 per 20 sq.m. gross floor area 

Cultural buildings To be determined by the Planning Authority 
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Crèches 
1 per employee & dedicated set down area 
and 1 per 4 children plus dedicated set down 
area 

Cinemas/Theatre 
1 per 3 seats. Where gross floor area exceeds 
1000 sq.m., 1 space per 5 seats. 

Funeral Homes 1 per 5 sq. m. gross floor area 

Community Centres 1 per 5 sq. m. gross floor area 

Allotments 1 space per plot  

Land Use - Sports Facilities 

Sport Clubs-including swimming pools, 
tennis courts, gyms, fitness studios, etc.  

2 per court, 5 per 100 sq.m. 

Golf / Pitch & Putt courses 3 per hole 

Golf Driving Ranges 
1 per 2m of base line/per trap whichever is 
less 

Bowling Alleys 5 per lane 

Stadia To be determined by the Planning Authority 

Playing fields  15 spaces per pitch 

 
Guidance Notes  

• Where parking is permitted in the view of the general public, adequate soft 
landscaping shall be provided to soften the appearance of hard surfaced areas;  

• Parking areas shall be reserved solely for the parking of vehicles and should not be 
used for the storage of materials or goods associated with the development, nor for 
the parking of goods or other heavy vehicles;  

• The standards set out in Table 11.2 shall apply to all new developments, be it new 
construction or a new extension or a material change of use of existing buildings.  

• Accessible car parking spaces shall generally be provided at a rate of 5% of the total 
number of spaces, for developments requiring more than 10 car parking spaces, with 
the minimum provision being one space (unless the nature of the development 
requires otherwise). Such spaces shall be proximate to the entry points of buildings 
and comply with the requirements of the Building Regulations.  

• Age Friendly car parking spaces should generally be provided, where possible, in all 
developments.   

• In the case of any specific uses not listed in the above table, the Council will specify 
its requirements in relation to parking. 
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• The above car parking standards shall be applied at the discretion of the Council in 
the County’s rural towns and villages having regard to the availability and adequacy 
of on street parking, existing or proposed off street parking to serve the 
development and the status of the town/village within the settlement hierarchy of 
the County. 

• Non-residential car parking standards are set down as “maxima” standards.  
• Adequate car parking bays should be provided within the confines of the public areas 

of residential areas to address public needs. 
• All parking areas shall be clearly demarcated and numbered with indelible paint 

which shall be permanently maintained to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. 
 
DM OBJ 162 The dimension of parking bays shall comply with Table 11.5. 
 
Table 11.5 Car Parking Bays       
 

Parking and loading dimensions 
(Perpendicular to Kerb) 

Where space is adjacent to a wall or other 
obstruction 

5.0m x 2.5m  

 

5.0m x 2.75m 

Parking dimensions (Parallel to Kerb) 6.0m x 2.5m 

Accessible Parking Bay to comply with 
Building Regulations. 

5.0m x 2.5m + 0.9m1.2m to the sides and 
rear of each space. 

Loading Bay  6.0m x 3.0m  

Circulation Aisles  6.0m in width  
 

 

Motion No. 128 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that objective be added in relation 

to the following: progress the upgrade of the 
N2 between the Rath roundabout and 
Kilmoon Cross and work with others to 
deliver improved public transport links for 
Ashbourne, including bus, cycle and rail.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Draft Plan, Chapter 5, Section 5.8.3 highlights the important role of the N2 corridor. The 
National Development Plan makes particular reference to and prioritises the upgrade to the 
N2 from Rath Roundabout to Kilmoon Cross section of road which is already underway. The 
delivery of these works will continue to be supported and facilitated by the Council and the 
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Council will seek the delivery of the Slane Bypass in the future in conjunction with TII and 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. MOV OBJ 31 is set down to ensure 
continued support for upgrades to the N2 as follows: ‘To continue to support and facilitate 
TII, Fingal County Council, Louth County Council and Monaghan County Council in the 
planning and delivery of upgrades to the N2, as appropriate.  
 
Whilst the Council does not have a direct role in the provision of public transport services, it 
is actively promoting and facilitating the improvement of both bus and rail services both 
within and from Co. Meath and is committed to working in conjunction with all transport 
providers and stakeholders in terms of the delivery of a reliable, accessible and integrated 
transport network that supports the effect functioning of the county. 
 
The Draft Plan includes MOV POL 8 as follows, ‘To cooperate with the NTA and other 
relevant agencies to have ongoing reviews of the network of bus routes in Meath, and to 
support and encourage public transport operators to provide improved bus services in, and 
through, the County.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 129 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion MOV POL 5: To replace with ‘To deliver the 

Dunboyne-Navan rail line within the lifetime 
of the Plan’.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The provision of a rail line from Pace (M3 Parkway) to Navan remains a key objective of the 
Council. The published RSES includes for the reappraisal of the extension of the 
Dunboyne/M3 Parkway line to Dunshaughlin and Navan. The Draft Plan maintains a strong 
policy stance to ensure that the detailed designed alignment is protected from further 
development and that this protection also extends to potential stations along the route. 
However, the delivery of the Dunboyne-Navan rail line is not within the control of the 
Council.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 130 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Add objective to Movement Strategy: To 

work with community and bus providers to 
facilitate the expansion of bus service into 
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poorly served areas, including rural areas.   
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council recognises the invaluable contribution of local bus services to the public 
transportation network and the increase in local bus services as a result of this service. The 
Council is strongly committed to the promotion of sustainable means of travel, including 
public bus services and the encouragement of modal change from private car to such 
sustainable means of travel. However, the Council is not directly responsible for public 
transport provision. The Department of Transport and the NTA are the principal agents for 
delivery of transport policy and development in the Greater Dublin Area. Other agencies 
involved in the provision and improvement of public transport include Iarnród Éireann, the 
Railway Procurement Agency, Bus Éireann etc. Whilst the Council does not have a direct role 
in the provision of public transport services, it is actively promoting and facilitating the 
improvement of both bus and rail services both within and from Co. Meath and is 
committed to working in conjunction with all transport providers and stakeholders in terms 
of the delivery of a reliable, accessible and integrated transport network that supports the 
effect functioning of the county.  
 
MOV POL 8 is set down to support improved public transport provision as follows, ‘To 
cooperate with the NTA and other relevant agencies to have ongoing reviews of the 
network of bus routes in Meath, and to support and encourage public transport operators 
to provide improved bus services in and through, the County’.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 131 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking new objective to identify and 

develop suitable lands to provide for Park & 
Ride facilities in Ashbourne. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
A commitment has been made in the Ashbourne Written Statement to identify a suitable 
location for a bus-based Park and Ride facility in Ashbourne. ASH MOV OBJ 1 states: ‘To 
identify a suitable location for a bus-based Park and Ride facility in Ashbourne’.  
 
The identification of a suitable location for Park and Ride facilities will be addressed as part 
of the Transport Plan and Ashbourne Local Area Plan preparation process.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend ASH MOV OBJ 1 as follows: ‘To identify a suitable location for a bus-based Park and 
Ride facility in Ashbourne as part of the Transport Plan preparation and future local area 
plan process’. 
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Motion No. 132 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking new objective that traffic calming 

plans be submitted as part of all new 
housing developments.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
In relation to new developments in the County, the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges 
applies. Chapter 11 Development Management Standards, DM POL 4 refers as follows: 
 
‘To require that all proposals for residential development demonstrate compliance with the 
Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas (Cities, Towns & Villages) and the 
Urban Design Manual – A Best Practice Guide, 2009 or any updated thereof’.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 133 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Amend MOV OBJ 31 by inserting ‘including 

N2 from Rath Roundabout to Kilmoon Cross’ 
after ‘upgrades to the N2’.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is not considered necessary to insert this addition as the existing objective MOV OBJ 31 
refers to ‘upgrades to the N2’ which naturally includes the Rath Roundabout to Kilmoon 
Cross. Further, the N2 Rath Roundabout to Kilmoon Cross is highlighted under table 5.1 
(MOV OBJ 39) in Chapter 5 of the Draft Plan and identified in the National Development 
Plan. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 134 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Amend MOV OBJ 34: Insert at the end 

‘including the N52 as it traverses the 
County’.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council recognises the importance of the N52 as a strategic route, linking Dundalk and 
Mullingar-Athlone-Tullamore. However, it is not considered necessary to insert this addition 
as the existing objective MOV OBJ 34 refers to the national road network as a whole within 
the County of which the N52 is part of. Specific road schemes in relation to the N52 are 
identified in Table 5.1 (MOV OBJ 39) including the following: 



Page 83 of 272 
 

 
N52 Grange – Clontail (formally 
known as Fringestown Scheme)  

Re-alignment of the existing N52 and R162/N52 
junction from a point west of the R162 junction 
eastwards to Clontail.  

 
N52/R154 
Junction  

Improve junction and re-align regional road to introduce a staggered 
arrangement.  

 
N52 Balrath Junction Re-align N52 and improve junction layout.  
 
 
Further, the TII are carrying out a feasibility study entitled ‘National Roads 2040’ which 
will review all national secondary routes. This will include a review of the N52. Any 
additional road work proposals to the N52 would be premature pending this study.  
 

 

 

Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 135 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Add MOV OBJ: ‘To deliver the N2 upgrade 

between Rath Roundabout and Kilmoon 
Cross within the life of the Plan’.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
The National Development Plan makes particular reference to and prioritises the upgrade to 
the N2 from Rath Roundabout to Kilmoon Cross section of road which is already underway. 
The delivery of these works will continue to be supported and facilitated by the Council and 
the Council will seek the delivery of the Slane Bypass in the future in conjunction with TII 
and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. The Draft Plan, Chapter 5, MOV OBJ 
31 is set down to ensure continued support for upgrades to the N2 as follows: ‘To continue 
to support and facilitate TII, Fingal County Council, Louth County Council and Monaghan 
County Council in the planning and delivery of upgrades to the N2, as appropriate.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 136 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Remove fourth paragraph from 5.3 

Movement Navan Town Statement: Greater 
priority is to be given to the pedestrian 
environment in the town centre. For 
example the Flowerhill Regeneration Project 
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will attempt to reduce the dominance of the 
car in this part of the town and improve links 
to the town centre’.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council obtained funding under the Urban Regeneration Fund for the development of a 
Public Realm Plan for Flowerhill and Abbeylands. This plan is currently underway. This plan 
is looking at the existing environment of Flowerhill and the need for improvements to the 
public realm. Reducing car use, emissions etc in town centres is in line with National and 
Regional Policy and is to be supported. Therefore, this statement is in line with policy and 
should remain. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 137 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Amend sixth paragraph of Article 5.3 

Movement of the Navan Town Statement as 
follows: ‘The priority distributor roads for 
the overall network are the LDR 1b linking 
the Trim road and the Dublin Road and LDR 
4 linking the Ratholdron Road to the Kells 
Road. The feasibility of the requirement for a 
bridge crossing (at a point that will not direct 
traffic through the centre of Johnstown) and 
distributor road link connecting the Slane 
Road with the Boyne Road will also be 
investigated’.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
This objective is subject to a feasibility study. The traffic implications will be assessed at this 
time. The outcome of this study cannot be predetermined.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 138 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion To make the following addition to Master 

Plan 9 in relation to Pairc Tailteann: ‘Council 
reserve its right to revisit Master Plan 9 to 
address problems with illegal parking in 
estates adjoining Pairc Tailteann’.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
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Illegal parking is an enforcement matter for the Gardai and/or the event management plan.  
 
However, section 36A of the Revised Road Traffic Act 1994 states that a road authority may, 
in respect of a specified event or events (such as a sporting or entertainment event) at a 
specified venue or venues, in the interests of safety of road users and preventing traffic 
congestion, make bye-laws in accordance with this section for the purpose of prohibiting or 
restricting the parking of mechanically propelled vehicles on all public roads in specified 
areas or on a specified public road in its functional area.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 139 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Stamullen Written Statement. At end of STA 

OBJ 10 insert: Prepare a detailed position 
paper and strategy for addressing TII and An 
Bord Pleanála concerns with this ‘link road’ 
proposal immediately upon adoption of this 
Development Plan.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
Meath County Council considers that the Draft Plan contains sufficient policies and 
objectives to support the provision of a road link which would improve connectivity and 
permeability in Stamullen and create a more sustainable settlement. The objective of the 
plan to advance the possible upgrading of M1 Junction 7 to improve its capacity inclusive of 
the facilitation of vehicular access to / from Stamullen via the City North Business Campus to 
the M1 Interchange is reaffirmed in the Draft Plan. 
 
The road in question is to be delivered by private developers. The developer will have to 
take their own view of the Board’s decision and the comments included in the Inspector’s 
report and any future application will have to address the reasons for refusal given by An 
Bord Pleanála for the link road (MCC Ref AA170598; ABP Ref 301284-18).  
 
We note that the Board was ‘not satisfied that the proposed development would not 
adversely affect the strategic role and function of the national road network. The proposed 
development would, therefore, conflict with policies to protect investment in national roads, 
as set out in the “Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities” 
issued by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government in January, 
2012’. In the Inspector’s Report, it states that the Inspector had read the applicant’s Traffic 
Impact Assessment (TIA) and in general accepted the overall findings. However, it was also 
noted that the TIA assumed that the proposed link road will not alter volumes of traffic 
joining or leaving the motorway at Junction 7 and the Inspector considered that this 
scenario is unlikely. The Inspector went on to say that ‘The assessment, therefore, has no 
regard for the likely indirect effects of the connection of Stamullen to the motorway i.e. how 
it would affect traffic movements in the area to the west of Stamullen and potentially other 
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junctions and flow patterns on the M1. Given the strategic economic importance of the M1 
linking the capital City to Belfast, the very clear policies at national and regional level which 
seek to safeguard the carrying capacity of the national road network, such an omission is 
significant. In addition to the above, in the absence of a wider assessment of the 
implications of the development for traffic flows in the region, the development could result 
in unforeseen traffic flows through the residential lands to the south of the site (including 
HGVs) and the junction of this estate road with Gormanstown Road, to the detriment of 
residential amenity and amenity of the village of Stamullen.’ 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 140 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion To improve bus service to Stamullen.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council is not directly responsible for public transport provision. The Department of 
Transport and the NTA are the principal agents for delivery of transport policy and 
development in the Greater Dublin Area. Other agencies involved in the provision and 
improvement of public transport include Iarnród Éireann, the Railway Procurement Agency, 
Bus Éireann etc. Whilst the Council does not have a direct role in the provision of public 
transport services, it is actively promoting and facilitating the improvement of both bus and 
rail services both within and from Co. Meath and is committed to working in conjunction 
with all transport providers and stakeholders in terms of the delivery of a reliable, accessible 
and integrated transport network that supports the effect functioning of the county.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 141 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion To deliver the Boyne Greenway from 

Mornington to Drogheda in conjunction with 
the NTA, Fáilte Ireland and all relevant 
stakeholders, and subject to obtaining all 
relevant assessments and consents.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Significant progress has been made on the Boyne Greenway with funding secured under the 
National and Regional Greenway Fund to enable the advancement of plans for the Navan to 
Newgrange section. The Council is committed to continuing its efforts in the delivery of 
further greenway facilities in the County including all future phase of the Boyne Greenway 
subject to obtaining relevant consents. This is outlined in Chapter 5 of the Draft Plan. 
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 142 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Motion to include the following objective: 

 
To promote and deliver the schemes 
identified in the Laytown and Bettystown 
Walking and Cycling Study Preliminary 
Scheme Design Report carried out by ARUP 
in 2014 on behalf of Meath County Council. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
There is merit in this motion. The NTA commissioned this report. This report was in relation 
to the prioritisation of investment by the NTA into the East Meath area. Delivery of these 
schemes is still subject to funding from the NTA. An objective should be added to promote 
and facilitate the delivery of these schemes in conjunction with the NTA.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Add objective to the East Meath written statement as follows: ‘To promote and facilitate 
the delivery of the schemes identified in the Laytown and Bettystown Walking and Cycling 
Study Preliminary Scheme Design Report carried out by ARUP in 2014 on behalf of Meath 
County Council in conjunction with NTA’.  
 
 

Motion No. 143 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to amend the 1st paragraph in 

Section 5.6.1 re; challenges in Investment in 
transportation to outline that “The State is in 
a position to invest in transport. It chooses 
not to”. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Section 5.6.1 identifies a number of challenges in relation to funding of transportation 
proposal. However it should be noted that both the NTA and TII have and are investing 
significantly in developing Transportation projects throughout the county, including the 
Navan 2030 Project, Ashbourne town centre cycleways along Fredrick Street and the 
Archerstown Roads, Boyne Greenway from Oldbridge to Drogheda and Royal Canal Blueway 
walking/cycling facilities.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 



Page 88 of 272 
 

 

Motion No. 144 
Councillor(s) Wayne Harding 
Motion To engage with all stakeholders to improve 

the traffic management access to the world 
heritage site of Bru na Boinne i.e. to remove 
sat nav directions to Newgrange that make 
tourists end up miles away from the 
interpretive centre on the wrong side of the 
river and improve directional signage for 
tourists who exit Bru na Boinne to drive on 
the left hand side of the road. etc. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The existing policy statement of the draft Plan addresses this issue. HER POL 11 refers below 
 
HER POL 11 ‘To support the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and all 
stakeholders in the implementation of the Brú na Bóinne Management Plan, 2017.’ 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required 
 

 

Motion No. 145 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion To amend proposed zoning on Sheet No. 34 

(a) Slane so that it delivers more parking to 
the village.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The provision of additional car parking spaces in Slane must serve to strike a balance 
between providing an adequate number of spaces to cater for likely traffic generation 
without resulting in making private transport the most attractive option for journeys, 
particularly short journeys within urban areas which could be done by cycling or walking. 
This is something that will be addressed under the Public Realm Plan which is being 
prepared for Slane.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 146 
Councillor(s) Padraig Fitzsimons 
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Motion I propose that there should be ramps at 
every school throughout the county, so as to 
allow for safe crossing and slower speeds. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
This motion has merit. However, each school would require an individual needs assessment. 
A one size fits all approach to traffic calming outside schools is not considered to be 
appropriate.  
 
Including a generic objective in advance of the publication of the Traffic Management 
Guidelines and the Road Safety Strategy which is due to be updated in 2020, would be 
premature. This is an issue which would be better reviewed under the Road Safety Strategy 
process.  
 
It should be noted that in the case of works required outside of the site boundary i.e. 
pedestrian crossing, ramps etc, this cannot be provided as part of the development (if 
outside the site boundary and applicants ownership). However, it is considered that this 
could be addressed by way of Special Contribution and should be considered under the 
review of the Development Contribution Scheme.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 147 

Councillor(s) Gillian Toole 
Motion That lands South of Ratoath, east of R155, 

are maintained as a rural area to provide a 
carbon-sequestring green belt in South East 
Meath.  
 
Pedestrian & cycleway linkages should link 
the town of Ratoath with the existing 
tourism areas of Fairyhouse & Tattersalls. 
The provision of a park & ride facility at the 
existing tourism lands will assist with 
reducing the County's transportation-
derived carbon footprint.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the RSES process the Council set out a ‘strategic vision’ for the future 
development of Ratoath to the Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly. This ‘Vision’, 
which was endorsed by Dail Members for the constituency, identified that future growth 
will be concentrated in the southern part of the town.  
 
The ‘Vision’ has been transposed into the Written Statement for Ratoath as part of the Draft 
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Plan,  the key elements of which include: 
- The identification of residential land to facilitate the completion of the Outer Relief 

Road between the R125 and R155.  
- A key employment zone has been identified for economic/employment related 

development to the west of the R155 on the Fairyhouse Road.  
- The creation of a synergy between the town and Fairyhouse Racecourse and 

Tattersalls International Equine Facility was identified as an opportunity to generate 
economic growth associated with these internationally recognised facilities. 

 
In the preparation of the growth strategy and written statement for Ratoath cognisance was 
given to the fact that Ratoath was included in a list of settlements that the RSES identified as 
having experienced high population growth in the absence of employment growth. 
 
Taking this into account, the primary focus for Ratoath during this Plan is to support 
economic investment and creating locally based employment opportunities which would 
reduce the requirement to travel outside the town for employment. Such a strategy would 
support the creation of a more balanced and sustainable community and would be 
reflective of its designation as a ‘Self-Sustaining Town’ in the settlement hierarchy of the 
Draft Plan. 
 
The Lands at Fairyhouse are in private ownership, any proposal to use the facility as a park 
and ride would require landowner agreement. The Draft Plan identifies a tract of land as 
White Land for employment related uses to the north of Fairyhouse. This area could also 
accommodate a park and ride facility. 
 
The NTA Transport Strategy contains objectives for bus and rail based park and ride facilities 
for the region. Consideration of park and ride sites should be considered as part of this 
overall study for the county/region. Following this study, a specific site could be identified 
under the Local Area Plan if appropriate.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 148 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion The extension of the Railway Line to Navan 

and that it would be suitably sited to serve 
the Dunshaughlin and Ratoath commuters . 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council remains strongly committed to the delivery of the rail to Navan and a strong 
policy stance is set out in the Draft Plan in support of same.  
 
The detailed designed alignment reflects that prepared and advanced by Iarnrod Eireann 
and confirmed by the NTA. The alignment is protected from further development through 
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the R1 Rail Corridor objective and specific zoning objective R1 Rail Corridor which seeks ‘to 
provide for a strategic rail corridor and associated physical infrastructure’.   
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 149 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to amend ED OBJ 40 pertaining to 

exploring the potential of a spur from the 
Navan-Dublin rail line from Dunshaughlin to 
Ashbourne/Ratoath to include “having first 
considered the range of alternative route 
options to the east of Dunshaughlin”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Sections 4.7.3.2 of the Draft Plan contains ED OBJ 40 which is “To explore in conjunction with 
Irish Rail and other stakeholders the feasibility of a future rail spur off the Navan-Dublin rail 
line from Dunshaughlin to serve Ashbourne and Ratoath”.  This development would be 
subject to a Strategic Infrastructure Development Application to be determines by An Bord 
Pleanála and this application would determine the detailed design and route of the rail.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Chapter 6 

 

Infrastructure Strategy 
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Motion No. 150 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion Seeking that a policy be inserted in Section 

6.7 of the Draft Plan re; Surface Water and 
Flood Risk Management “To support and 
facilitate the provision of new or the 
reinforcement of existing flood defence and 
protection measures where necessary in 
conjunction with affected homeowners and 
the Office of Public Works”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
National policy on flooding is guided by the DOEHLG / OPW publication ‘The Planning 
System and Flood Risk Management, Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2009’. The Draft 
Plan is subject to a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment conducted by Consultant Engineers, 
specialising in flooding matters. Their recommendations make specific reference to the 
National Flood Management Guidelines and are included in the text of the Draft Plan and 
specifically in relation to Flood Risk and Flood Alleviation.  
 
INF POL 25 specifically references the Flood studies that have been completed concerning 
the coastal part of Meath as part of the FEMFRAMS and the recommendations of same 
which are fully supported by the Council and many of which have been implemented and 
will be implemented over the lifetime of the Plan. INF POL 26 is “To have regard to the 
recommendations of the Fingal East Meath Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study 
(FEMFRAMS) and the Eastern Catchment Flood  Risk Assessment and Management Study 
(CFRAMS)”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 151 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion Seeking to have an objective included within 

Chapter 6 of the Draft Plan re; Broadband 
infrastructure as follows “To make the 
provision of Broadband to every home in 
County Meath and objective of the County 
Development Plan. business” 
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Chief Executive’s Response 
Section 6.11.3 of the Draft Plan specifically addresses the topic of Broadband delivery within 
the County. INF POL 54 seeks “To facilitate the delivery of a high capacity Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) infrastructure and broadband network and digital 
broadcasting throughout the County.”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 152 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe  
Motion Support new and evolving work patterns (e-

businesses/Enterprise Hubs, people working 
from home) by prioritising increased 
broadband availability and quality including 
in North Meath where broadband quality 
and availability is very poor. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
There is considerable merit to this proposal for the Council to support the ever emerging 
and evolving work patterns.   
 
It is recognised that the broadband availability and quality is not consistent or to an 
advanced standard in certain parts of the County. However, as noted in a separate motion, 
the Council is committed to promoting the enhancement of broadband delivery in County 
Meath across the Development Plan period in accordance with the Government document 
‘Delivering a Connected Society – A National Broadband Plan for Ireland 2012’ where the 
need to deliver high levels of broadband connectivity is acknowledged.  
 
The Council will support National policies that seek to promote the attractiveness of 
regional locations outside of the main urban centres for economic development and to 
facilitate more flexible working arrangements (e.g. working from home); and, to promote 
the development of a number of eHubs throughout the regions that will have advanced 
broadband connectivity to support eWorking, entrepreneurship and small business growth 
in the rural areas. In light off the above, it is considered appropriate to include an objective 
in the Draft CDP to support the provision of e-business centres throughout the County. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
Insert the following objective in Chapter 4 of the Draft CDP : 
 
ED OBJ XX To identify suitable locations and support the provision of co-working 

facilities, eHubs and eWorking centres throughout the County that function 
as outreach hubs for city-based employers and promote flexible working 
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arrangements. 
 

Motion No. 153 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin  
Motion That the planning department use natural 

attenuation as a means of capturing, filtering 
and slowly releasing storm water in this 
most environmentally friendly manner that 
benefits our environment and biodiversity. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MEA 2005) defines Ecosystem Services as the 
benefits that people obtain from natural ecosystems which includes regulating services such 
as pollution control, flood attenuation and erosion prevention e.g. the protection of natural 
habitats along watercourses helps militate against the impact of pollution and helps 
maintain good water quality.  
 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) 2005  
Following on from the GDSDS the local authorities in the GDA introduced new policies in 
relation to surface water drainage. These provisions included a commitment to the use of 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) in all new public and private developments, 
effective implementation of this policy will ensure that any future development does not 
increase flooding or pollution of water bodies. SuDS aim to mimic the natural drainage of a 
site to minimise the effect of a development on flooding and pollution of waterways. The 
Council and Irish Water strongly endorse and advocate the comprehensive application of 
SuDS in the County in the interests of environmental sustainability 
 
New development is required to incorporate ‘Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems’ (SuDS) 
measures. SuDS are effective technologies which aim to reduce flood risk, improve water 
quality and enhance biodiversity and amenity.  Effective utilisation of SuDS can alleviate and 
mitigate against such flooding. An example of such a system is a constructed swale. 
 
The Plan contains a number of objectives as set out below which support this motion  
 
 
INF OBJ 23: To protect and enhance the County’s floodplains, wetlands and coastal areas 
subject to flooding as “green infrastructure” which provide space for storage and 
conveyance of floodwater, and ensure that development does not impact on important 
wetland sites within river/stream catchments.  
 
 
INF OBJ 14: To require the use of SuDS within Local Authority Developments and other 
infrastructural projects in accordance with the Greater Dublin Regional Code of Practice for 
Drainage Works. 
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INF OBJ 15: To require the use of SuDS in accordance with the Greater Dublin Regional Code 
of Practice for Drainage Works for new developments (including extensions). 
 
INF OBJ 16: To ensure that all new developments comply with Section 3.12 of the Greater 
Dublin Regional Code of Practice for Drainage Works V6 which sets out the requirements for 
new developments to allow for Climate Change. 
 
INF POL 19: To implement the findings and recommendations of the Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment prepared in conjunction with the County Development Plan review, ensuring 
climate change is taken into account.  
 
INF POL 20: To require that a Flood Risk Assessment is carried out for any development 
proposal,  where flood risk may be an issue in accordance with the “Planning System 
and Flood Risk Management – Guidelines for Planning Authorities” (DoECLG/OPW, 2009). 
This assessment shall be appropriate to the scale and nature of risk to and from the 
potential development and shall consider the impact of climate change. 
 
INF POL 24: To ensure that flood risk management is incorporated into the preparation of 
Local Area Plans in accordance with 'The Planning System and Flood Risk Management - 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2009)'. 
 
INF POL 26: To undertake a review of the ‘Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for County 
Meath’ in light of the completed flood mapping which has been developed as part of the 
Eastern Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study.  
INF POL 26: To undertake a review of the ‘Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for County 
Meath’  in light of the completed flood mapping which has been developed as part of 
the Eastern Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study.  
 
INF OBJ 25 To require the use of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) to minimise and limit 
the extent of hard surfacing and paving and require the use of sustainable drainage 
techniques where appropriate, for new development or for extensions to existing 
developments, in order to reduce the potential impact of existing and predicted flooding 
risks. 
 
INF OBJ 27: To encourage the use of Green Roof technology particularly on apartment, 
commercial, leisure and educational buildings.    
 
INF POL 29: To facilitate the provision of new, or the reinforcement of existing flood 
defences and protection measures where necessary and in particular to support the 
implementation of flood schemes being progressed through the planning process during the 
lifetime of the Plan.  
 
INF OBJ 30: To ensure the County’s natural coastal defences, such as beaches, sand dunes, 
salt marshes and estuary lands, are protected and are not compromised by inappropriate 
works or forms of development. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
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No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 154 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To designate areas in all towns above 5,000 

population for a civic amenity site. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is considered that there is an equitable spread of public and private civic amenity sites in 
the County or in close proximity across adjoining County Boundaries.  
 
It is noteworthy however, that the Regional Waste Management Plan Offices have engaged 
Consultants to examine the current operations and future needs for Civic Amenity Sites a 
report from which is expected by the end of this year.  Recommendations from which can 
be implemented separate to the Development Plan process. 
 
Furthermore, having regard to the success of recent amnesties across different streams 
including mattresses, sofas, toys and paints that there may be opportunities for social 
enterprises across these waste streams and similar to enterprises being carried out in the 
Ballymun re-discovery centre.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 155 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To designate areas in towns, villages and 

nodes for recycling facilities and ‘bring 
centres’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The current level of recycling facilities provision is considered appropriate. The Council as 
part of a contract with a Waste Collection service provider currently operate 33 bottle banks 
and some clothes banks dispersed across the County and in close proximity to nearly all 
urban centres. Furthermore, many different businesses also provide recycling facilities as 
part of their operations.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 156 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to insert a policy re; opposing 
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progressing with the north-south 
interconnector in its current form as follows 
“To oppose the North South interconnector 
proceeding over ground and to call on Eirgrid 
and Government to engage with 
communities to find a solution to this 
ongoing matter”. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan acknowledges that planning permission has been granted by An Bord 
Pleanala for the section of this energy project within Counties Meath, Cavan and Monaghan.  
 
The RSES for the Eastern and Midlands region also acknowledges the north-south 
interconnector in section 10.3 where it states “Increased connectivity with other grids is also 
needed such as the north-south interconnector are of great importance for the region”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 157 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to insert a policy re; supporting 

community models of renewable energy 
projects as follows “It will be the policy of 
MCC to promote and support community 
models of ownership which have been shown 
to increase support for renewable projects 
amongst surrounding communities”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Section 6.10.4 of the Plan addresses the issue of Energy Efficiency. Specifically INF POL 44 
addresses the issue of community led clean energy where the policy is “To support 
Sustainable Energy Communities and local community group initiatives to develop clean 
energy opportunities within the County”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 158 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian, Deirdre Smith, Gillian Toole 
Motion The provision of a recycling facility to serve 

the Ashbourne and Ratoath Municipal 
districts as per Section 6.12.3.4 Recycling 

Chief Executive’s Response 
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The extent and location of civic amenity facilities is assessed on an ongoing basis in line with 
existing and expected facility improvements as set out in the Capital Investment Plan. This 
project is not included within this programme.   It is understood that in addition to the use 
of the Bottle Bank in Ashbourne many local residents use the 4 Civic Amenity Sites in the 
County (one private) as well as five such facilities located in the neighbouring Counties of 
Louth and Fingal. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 159 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that a policy be included re; fracking 

and cyanidation as follows “To oppose any 
proposed hydraulic fracking or cyanidation in 
Meath”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
This is not considered to be a matter for the Development Plan. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 160 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that an objective be included within 

the infrastructure Section as follows “To 
work with Government and others as 
appropriate to ensure that Irish Water is not 
an impediment to development in Co. 
Meath. To press Government to ensure that 
Irish Water shifts its priorities to reflect the 
National, Regional and County Plans rather 
than the other way around. This, with 
particular reference to the current situation 
in places like Stamullen and Kells” 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Meath County Council currently works collaboratively and proactively with Irish Water to 
ensure the delivery of water and wastewater infrastructure for the County and this will 
continue to be the case, as set out in the policies and objectives within Sections 6.5 and 6.6 
of the Draft Plan.    
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Motion No. 161 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that a number of specific policies 

and objectives INF POL 34 and INF OBJ 29 
within the Infrastructure chapter of the Draft 
Plan be amended to include “It will be the 
policy of MCC to promote and support 
community models of ownership which have 
been shown to increase support for 
renewable projects amongst surrounding 
communities”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan is supportive of community lead sustainable energy initiatives such as specific 
policy INF POL 44 “To support Sustainable Energy Communities and local community group 
initiatives to develop clean energy opportunities within the County”. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 162 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that an additional specific objective 

be included within the Infrastructure chapter 
as follows “To work to secure a regional 
office of the EPA in Duleek, given the 
concentration of facilities in the area”. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
This is a not a matter for the Development Plan and is a matter that should be addressed 
directly to the EPA.   
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 163 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that an additional specific objective 

be included within the Infrastructure chapter 
as follows “To deliver, within the lifetime of 
the Plan, a recycling centre in the Ashbourne 
and Laytown/Bettytsown MD’s” 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The extent and location of civic amenity facilities is assessed on an ongoing basis in line with 
existing and expected facility improvements as set out in the Capital Investment Plan. These 
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projects are not included within this programme. The requirement for a recycling facility in 
East Meath can be reviewed again as part of the preparation of the East Meath and 
Ashbourne Local Area Plans. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 164 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that an additional specific objective 

be included within the Infrastructure chapter 
as follows “To oppose the further expansion 
of Knockharley landfill”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Plan is required to be compliant with Regional Waste Plan which references this 
facility.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

 

Motion No. 165 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that an additional specific objective 

be included within the Infrastructure chapter 
of the Draft Plan as follows “To prepare an 
options paper considering the practicalities 
associated with taking domestic bin 
collection back under the control of the Local 
Authority”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
A report submitted to the September Council meeting on foot of a Notice of Motion citing 
Climate Change benefits dismissed such a measure on the basis that it would entail a very 
significant investment  in both personnel and capital equipment and require consideration 
of a variety of other complex issues including technology, market competition , waivers, 
commercial waste, disposal costs etc.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 166 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paul McCabe 
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Motion Seeking that the Draft Plan recognises that in 
relation to the development of industrial 
wind turbines in Meath, that a moratorium 
be placed on planning permission 
applications for wind turbine farms until the 
publication of revised 2006 Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Council is supportive of the principle of all forms of renewable energy generation as set 
out in Section 6.10.3 of the Plan in order to assist in realising our EU 2020 carbon emission 
targets. As per the provisions of INF POL 34 the Council seek “To promote sustainable 
energy sources, locally based renewable energy alternatives, where such developments do 
not have a negative impact on the surrounding environment (including water quality), 
landscape, biodiversity, or local amenities”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 167 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paul McCabe 
Motion Seeking that the Draft Plan requires that 

proposed new electricity transmission 
infrastructure, such as the North South 
interconnector must demonstrate that all 
practical technology options (including 
undergrounding) have been considered and 
that the Draft Plan acknowledges the 
disadvantages of the North South 
interconnector project commencing 
overground rather than the preferred option 
of the community to underground. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Draft Plan acknowledges that planning permission has been granted by An Bord 
Pleanala for the section of this energy project within Counties Meath, Cavan and Monaghan. 
The RSES for the Eastern and Midlands Region also acknowledges the north-south 
interconnector in section 10.3 where it states “Increased connectivity with other grids is also 
needed such as the north-south interconnector are of great importance for the region”.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 168 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paul McCabe 
Motion Seeking that the Draft Plan requires 

rainwater harvesting be encouraged in all 
new housing and commercial commercial 
developments  throughout the county.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Section 6.7.1 of the Draft Plan addresses the topic of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems. 
Specifically INF OBJ 15 outlines the following “To require the use of SuDS in accordance with 
the Greater Dublin Regional Code of Practice for Drainage Works for new developments 
(including extensions)”.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended  
 

Motion No. 169 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that residentially zoned lands which 

are identified as being 5 metres below Mean 
Sea Level (MSL) along the Meath Coastal 
area have their zoning removed until such 
time that adequate flood defences are 
installed.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
National policy on flooding is guided by the DOEHLG / OPW publication ‘The Planning 
System and Flood Risk Management, Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2009’. The Draft 
Plan is subject to a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment conducted by Consultant Engineers, 
specialising in flooding matters. Their recommendations make specific reference to the 
National Flood Management Guidelines and are included in the text of the Draft Plan and 
specifically in relation to Flood Risk and Flood Alleviation.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 170 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that DB OBJ 125 in Section 11.8.3 of 

the Draft Plan re; agricultural buildings and 
structures be amended to read as follows 
“The use of dark and light green coloured 
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cladding is to correlate with Ireland’s natural 
landscape and is most suitable for farm 
buildings”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
DB OBJ 125 is very clear in terms of the appropriate colourings for agricultural buildings 
which are predominantly set within our rural landscape. The DM OBJ 125 objective 
promotes “The use of dark coloured cladding, for example dark browns, greys, greens and 
reds are most suitable for farm buildings, and roof areas should be darker than walls”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended  
 

Motion No. 171 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that the Draft Plan adopt the 

Denbrook planning condition for the 
purpose of policing wind farm noise 
nuisance.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Section 6.10.3.2 of the Draft Plan outlines the following specific policy in relation to wind 
Energy “To encourage the development of wind energy, in accordance with Government 
policy and having regard to the Landscape Character Assessment of the County and the 
Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2006) or any revisions thereof”.  
 
During the assessment of any wind development proposals, environmental issues such as 
noise and vibration would be assessed by the consenting authority (MCC or ABP). In the 
event that a wind installation was to be permitted, the application of best practice 
environmental standards would be included within the planning conditions, including those 
relating to noise and vibration levels. Monitoring results of noise levels at various receptor 
points would also be required to be submitted to the Planning Authority demonstrating 
compliance with the appropriate best practice standards. In the event that levels were 
found to be exceeded, the operator of the facility would be required to cease electricity 
generation until the particular environmental indicator(s) is/are brought back within best 
practice guidance standards.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 172 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that the Plan requires high voltage 

transmission voltage lines exceeding 225kV 
be routed underground. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The topic of electricity transmission is addressed in section 6.10.5 of the Draft Plan. As per 
INF POL 34 the Council seek “To promote sustainable energy sources, locally based 
renewable energy alternatives, where such developments do not have a negative impact on 
the surrounding environment (including water quality), landscape, biodiversity, or local 
amenities”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
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Motion No. 173 
Councillor(s) Francis Deane 
Motion That the Draft CDP includes for an audit of 

all public spaces in towns and village in the 
plan area, to access the compliance achieved 
with measures designed to facilitate people 
with physical and visual disabilities.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is an objective of the Draft CDP to carry out an audit of all public open space assets in the 
County over the life of the Development Plan.  (SOC OBJ 10 refers).  This will examine the 
suitability of public open spaces for all users. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 174 
Councillor(s) Padraig Fitzsimons 
Motion Reference to the lowest ratio of Gardaí to 

population in the country. It is essential that 
in order to fulfil the Development Plan that 
we allow for this and include it within the 
document.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The issues outlined are acknowledged, however it is outside the scope of the Development 
Plan. It is considered that a submission to the Joint Policing Committee in this regard would 
be relevant. This process offers an opportunity to develop greater consultation, cooperation 
and accountability between An Garda Síochana, Local Authorities and elected local 
representatives, with the participation of the community and voluntary sector, on the 
management of policing and crime issues. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 175 
Councillor(s) Padraig Fitzsimons 
Motion That the Development Plan continues to 

keep the proposed new Regional Hospital for 
the North East Area to the fore, thereby 
bringing long term sustainable jobs in the 
Meath area. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
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The CE is fully committed to assisting the HSE and the Department of Health in the delivery 
of the Regional Hospital in Navan.  Its potential to have a very significant positive impact on 
the town and region’s economy is fully recognised. The Plan provides policy support for the 
Regional Hospital, reflected in Section 7.7.4.1 ‘Regional Hospital’ and supporting policies 
included in the Draft CDP (SOC POL 28 and SOC OBJ 6 refers).  
 
SOC POL 28 To facilitate and support the Health Service Executive and the Department of 

Health in the provision of a new Regional Hospital in Navan. 
 
SOC OBJ 6 To facilitate and support the Health Service Executive and the Department of 

Health in the provision of a Regional Hospital in Navan on a site identified at 
Nevinstown, or  Balreask Old and Limekilnhill (part). The availability of 
adequate capacity in piped water services and roads infrastructure will be 
taken into account in the final site selection process as will environmental 
sensitivities including likely significant effects on European Sites (SACs and 
SPAs). 

 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 176 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To condition where suitable, walking 

amenities around the exterior of solar farms 
for rural communities to use as a safe 
walking route. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The merits of this motion are acknowledged, however, given the nature of solar farms which 
are primarily in private ownership, and issues with regard to public liability and health and 
safety, it is considered that this is outside the remit of the Council and therefore outside the 
scope of the Development Plan.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 177 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion Refers to Section 7.7.9 SOC OBJ 21 Burial 

Grounds 
 
To include provision for graveyards in all 
settlements and LAP;s 
 
Delete with regard to ground and surface 
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water as there is no national legislation 
regarding water tables in graveyards in 
Ireland.  

Chief Executive’s Response  
A greater level of customer service can be achieved where burial gardens are developed at a 
regional or population centric level. It would be difficult to identify lands suitable for burial 
gardens from a desk study as the deciding factor on suitability is the soil and water 
conditions which can only be verified through intrusive site investigations.  
 
Groundwaters and surfaces waters should be afforded the best level of protection possible, 
it is acknowledged burials may contribute to water contamination. While there is no Irish 
legislation, policy or guidance we must endeavour to use best practice and therefore we use 
the UK Environment Agency guidelines for protection of groundwaters which recommended 
a minimum of 1m between the deceased and groundwater and rock. It is recommended the 
use of same continues.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 178 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion To zone Rooske Cemetery, Rooske Road 

Dunboyne and the adjacent field in the 
ownership of Meath County Council as 
graveyard use and include these lands in the 
Dunboyne/Clonee Map.  

Chief Executive’s Response awaiting response from Caroline Corrigan 
This option has been fully explored; this land is not suitable for burials due to the high water 
table and proximity of rock to the surface. Burying deceased persons in this area would 
present a risk to groundwaters and may result in floatation of coffins and caskets.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 179 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion Requests that MCC proactively identify 

educational sites in the Trim town and the 
MD area.  Specific reference is made to the 
need to identify a suitable location for Scoil 
Mhuire, the relocation of Scoil na Bóinne 
and confirm the location of the Educate 
Together. 
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Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan makes provision for additional educational facilities in 
accordance with ‘A Code of Practice on the Provision of Schools and the Planning System’.  
This involved detailed discussions and engagement with the Department of Education and 
Skills in particular having regard to the school planning projections of the Department of 
Education and Skills and the educational infrastructure needs within the Development Plan.  
While objectives to provide schools are included in the Draft CDP, in some instances the 
exact location will be identified as part of the LAP process.   
 
There are a wide range of schools providing for primary and secondary levels in Trim, as well 
as some limited further education opportunities.  As noted in the Trim Written Statement, 
following consultation with the Department of Education there are no plans to relocate the 
existing Gaelscoil na Bóinne and therefore there is no objective required in this regard. 
 
The identification of additional school requirements would therefore be premature at this 
juncture however, the Council will continue to liaise with the Department of Education and 
Skills, the Louth Meath Education and Training Board (LMETB) and other stakeholders to 
assist, in the development of suitable educational facilities throughout the lifetime of the 
Development Plan. In the event that additional/alternative locations are required in the 
future, the Council will work with the educational bodies to ensure the development of 
schools at the optimum locations. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 180 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion Refers to SIA for all applications over 50 

units. Request Council to undertake a gap 
analysis of social infrastructure and identify 
what is required in each settlement and levy 
the Developer accordingly.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan facilitates the development and expansion of social/community 
facilities and services throughout the County and acknowledges the need for social 
infrastructure to be provided in tandem with residential and other development.  In 
particular SOC POL’s 4, SOC POL 5 and SOC POL 6)  objective  will ensure a holistic approach 
which incorporates the provision of essential and appropriate facilities, amenities and 
services, is taken in the design and planning of new residential areas, so as to ensure that 
viable sustainable communities emerge and grow.  Furthermore, strong interactions 
currently exist between the Council and existing community groups, and these relationships 
will continue to be fostered and strengthened. 
 
It is noteworthy also, that the Planning Authority when granting permission include 
conditions (under Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act) requiring the payment 
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of a financial contribution in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefitting 
development in the area including the provision of Social Infrastructure. 
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, following further consideration it is considered reasonable 
that in certain cases at the discretion of the Planning Authority, applications for residential 
developments under the 50 threshold may, require the submission of a SIA. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend SOC POL 6 as follows: (Additional text in red) 
 
SOC POL 6 To require that all new residential development applications of 50 units or 
more  on zoned lands are accompanied by a Social Infrastructure Assessment (SIA) to 
determine if social and community facilities in the area are sufficient to provide for the needs 
of the future residents. This should include details regarding the following essential facilities: 
Playgrounds, parks and other green spaces, education, childcare, health and others such as 
shops, banks, post offices, community meeting rooms/centres and recreational facilities. The 
assessment should identify membership and non-membership facilities which allow access 
for all groups. Where deficiencies are identified, proposals will be required to accompany the 
Planning application to address the deficiency.  In certain cases however, residential 
development under these thresholds may, at the discretion of the Planning Authority, require 
the submission of a SIA. (Please refer to Chapter 11 Development Management Standards 
for further information). 
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Motion No. 181 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty Smith 
Motion Heading on the chapter should be amended 

to reflect the fact that the first three 
accommodation descriptions cover the same 
type of accommodation and that the last 
two are different.  It is submitted that in this 
context there is no requirement for the use 
of the term ‘retirement homes’ as they are 
not distinct from the other terms used and 
so should be removed from the heading to 
avoid confusion.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The CE is satisfied that the Section Heading as written is clear and covers the necessary 
accommodation types.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 182 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty Smith 
Motion Section 7: Amendment no. 1 

 
It is the policy of this Council that proposals 
for accommodation for the elderly should be 
located within walking distance of existing 
villages which are well served by social 
infrastructure and amenities such as 
footpath networks, public transport (where 
possible) and local facilities and services to 
allow for better socialisation, independence 
for residents and to ensure that residents 
are fully integrated within the community. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan provides policy support for accommodation for older people 
within towns and villages. Please refer to CE Response to Motion X below for further detail. . 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 183 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty Smith 
Motion Section 7 Para. 11.9.1 

To insert in the body of the text that this 
council recognises that the provision of 
appropriate accommodation options for 1) 
vulnerable people 2) people in need of 
nursing care and 3) active over 55s in our 
community are an essential requirement, 
particularly in the context of changing 
national demographics. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan provides policy support for the housing needs of older people. 
Please refer to CE Response to Motion no. X below for further detail.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 
 

Motion No. 184 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty Smith 
Motion To reflect within the body of the text that 

Nursing homes should be located within 
walking distance of towns and villages for 
reasons of sustainability, accessibility and 
proximity of services. The active retirement 
village should have a footpath connecting it 
with the town or village to provide 
reasonable pedestrian access to the 
community. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan makes provision for the housing needs of older people in towns 
and villages in accordance with National guidance set out in the ‘National Planning 
Framework 2018’, ‘Housing Options for our Aging Population’ 2019 and ‘SOITAR’ (National 
Age Friendly Programme)  National policy recommends that the housing needs of older 
people are provided for in towns and villages close to existing services and facilities, 
supported by universal design and improved urban amenities, including public spaces and 
parks as well as direct and accessible walking routes. It is recognised that the provision of 
such development in the rural countryside is contrary to policy guidance for reasons relating 
to sustainability, poor accessibility and lack of public transport, social exclusion and 
isolation. 
 
The provision of such accommodation in existing towns and villages provides opportunities 
for older people to downsize from larger houses within their existing communities and 
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actively supports ageing in place. Older people can therefore choose housing that is 
appropriate and responsive to more complex needs, enable them to enjoy more active, 
healthy and socially connected lives and to age healthily and safely within their community. 
Simultaneously older people contribute a wealth of skills and experiences that enhance all 
of our communities bringing significant value across the generations. 
 
In conclusion, the policy as set out in this Draft Development Plan is consistent with national 
policy and best practice guidance and meets the housing needs of older people in a 
sustainable manner.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

 

Motion No. 185 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty Smith 
Motion To remove reference to a Garda Station in 

Ratoath from table outlining facilities.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
Noted and acknowledged. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend Ratoath written statement as follows: 
 

Community Facilities Church, Garda Station, Credit Union, Post Office, GAA 
Grounds, Rugby Club, Community Centre (Sports Campus), 
Community Centre, playground Pitch & Putt, and Soccer 
Grounds. 

 

 

 

Motion No. 186 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty Smith 
Motion To address the needs of the active over 55s, 

there is a requirement to provide more 
innovative housing solutions.  Proposes the 
development of active Over 55s village type 
bungalow accommodation. It is submitted 
that such villages should not be confined to 
towns and villages, but where sites are 
within reasonable walking distance of an 
existing village or town.  
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Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan makes provision for the housing needs of older people in towns 
and villages in accordance with National guidance set out in the ‘National Planning 
Framework 2018’, ‘Housing Options for our Aging Population’ 2019 and ‘SOITAR’ (National 
Age Friendly Programme)   
 
National policy recommends that the housing needs of older people are provided for in 
towns and villages close to existing services and facilities, supported by universal design and 
improved urban amenities, including public spaces and parks as well as direct and accessible 
walking routes. It is recognised that the provision of such development in the rural 
countryside is contrary to policy guidance for reasons relating to sustainability, poor 
accessibility and lack of public transport, social exclusion and isolation. 
 
The provision of such accommodation in existing towns and villages can provide 
opportunities for older people to downsize from larger houses within their existing 
communities and actively supports ageing in place. Older people can therefore choose 
housing that is appropriate and responsive to more complex needs, enable them to enjoy 
more active, healthy and socially connected lives and to age healthily and safely within their 
community. Simultaneously older people contribute a wealth of skills and experiences that 
enhance all of our communities bringing significant value across the generations. 
 
In conclusion, the policy as set out in this Draft Development Plan is consistent with national 
policy and best practice guidance and meets the housing needs of older people in a 
sustainable manner.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No Change Recommended. 
 

Motion No. 187 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty Smith 
Motion Include a specific objective in Chapter 3 to 

require that all new applications for 
residential developments above 20 units are 
accompanied by a SIA.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
SOC POL 6 requires that that all new residential development applications of 50 units or 
more on zoned lands are accompanied by a Social Infrastructure Assessment.   It is 
considered that this threshold is appropriate to ensure that the provision of essential and 
appropriate facilities, amenities and services, is taken into account in the design and 
planning of new residential areas, so as to ensure that viable sustainable communities 
emerge and grow.  The CE acknowledges however that in certain instances it may be 
appropriate to request the submission of a SIA to accompany applications for residential 
developments under the 50 unit threshold.   
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend SOC POL 6 as follows: (Additional text in red) 
 
SOC POL 6           To require that all new residential development applications of 50 units or 
more  on zoned lands are accompanied by a Social Infrastructure Assessment (SIA) to 
determine if social and community facilities in the area are sufficient to provide for the needs 
of the future residents. This should include details regarding the following essential facilities: 
Playgrounds, parks and other green spaces, education, childcare, health and others such as 
shops, banks, post offices, community meeting rooms/centres and recreational facilities. The 
assessment should identify membership and non-membership facilities which allow access 
for all groups. Where deficiencies are identified, proposals will be required to accompany the 
Planning application to address the deficiency.  In certain cases however, residential 
development under these thresholds may, at the discretion of the Planning Authority, require 
the submission of a SIA. (Please refer to Chapter 11 Development Management Standards 
for further information). 
 
 

Motion No. 188 
Councillor(s) Gerry O’ Connor 
Motion Amend SOC OBJ 4 by adding ‘lands reserved 

should include adequate car parking spaces 
as specified by the Local Authority.’  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Car parking standards set out in Chapter 11 will apply in this instance and shall be 
implemented as part of the Development Management process.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

 

Motion No. 189 
Councillor(s) Wayne Harding 
Motion To further explore the implementation of a 

‘super playground’ for the Battle of the 
Boyne site. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Battle of the Boyne Site is within the ownership and control of the OPW.  However, 
Meath County Council would fully support the development of a playground at this heritage 
site in partnership with the landowners. A children's playground would enhance the overall 
attraction of the park and provide much needed facilities for regular users, similar to 
Malahide Castle and Ardgillan Castle. It is widely recognised that playing activity enhances 
the overall educational wellbeing of children and stimulates appreciation of their 
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environment.    

It is noteworthy however, that any proposal for such a facility will be required to satisfy all 
planning requirements, regulations and conditions associated with a Protected Structure, 
Special Area of Conservation or Special Protected Area, Recorded Monuments. This can be 
addressed through the Development Management Process.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Insert new objective below: (addition in red) (renumber remaining objectives) 
Section 7.7.6      Existing Sport and Leisure Infrastructure  
 
SOC OBJ 10 To investigate in conjunction with the OPW the feasibility of the provision of a 
playground at the Battle of the Boyne Site. 
 

Motion No. 190 
Councillor(s) Annie Hoey 
Motion Reference is made to section 7.7.6 Existing 

Sports and Leisure Infrastructure. It is 
requested that the following objective be 
added to SOC POL 37 
 
These play areas and playgrounds must be 
accessible and provide facilities for children 
with disabilities. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft CDP ensures that all proposals for development  complies with the  provisions of 
the National Disability Authority’s document ‘Building for Everyone: A Universal Design 
Approach – Planning and Policy’ (2012) SOC POL 13 below refers: 
 
SOC POL 13 Ensure that all buildings, public and open spaces, recreational and amenity 

areas are accessible for people with disabilities, having regard to the Building 
Regulations, the objectives of ‘Building for Everyone’ (National Disability 
Authority) and ‘Access for the Disabled’ (No. 1 to 3)(National Rehabilitation 
Board). 

 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 191 
Councillor(s) Annie Hoey 
Motion Reference is made to Section 7.7.6 Existing 

Sport and Leisure Infrastructure. It is 
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requested that the following objective be 
added to SOC OBJ 17: 
To explore if the library facility in 
Laytown/Bettystown can also provide a 
community arts space/hub.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Meath County Council is currently looking for a suitable location for a library in Bettystown 
and has allocated money in the capital programme to undertake works when a suitable 
location is sourced.  The extent and range of services and complementary activities provided 
will depend on the scale and size of premises identified.  The building will be designed to 
 include multi-functional meeting rooms and spaces which will accommodate and support a 
wide range of cultural and arts activities 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 192 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion To address the needs of the active elderly 

population, there needs to be more 
innovative solutions offered and this motion 
proposes the development of an ‘over 55 
community village. It is noted that 
consideration should be given for such 
developments in the rural environment. 
Amend Section 7.6.2.2 to allow 
(amendments underlined). 
 
It is the policy of the Council that proposals 
for accommodation for the elderly should be 
located within development boundaries well 
served by social infrastructures and 
amenities, such as footpath networks, public 
transport (where possible) and local facilities 
and services, and also in the rural 
environment where a demonstrated need of 
the nature of care in the rural environment 
can be clearly shown i.e. open space, highly 
landscaped sensory areas with access to 
wildlife, daily activities such as walking and 
cycling, all of which are noted as key 
elements in the reduction of stress, 
depression and loneliness in an aging 
population, to allow for better care in the 
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community, independence and access and 
ensure that residents are not isolated. 
 
There are suitable sites throughout the 
countryside in Meath adjacent to active 
recreational areas such as golf courses, parks 
etc. and on the outskirts of towns and 
villages, where there is an obvious synergy 
and ideal use of this established 
infrastructure.  In order to provide suitable 
housing for older people throughout the 
county, the Council will continue to work 
closely with the provision of housing for 
older people and /or assisted living 
accommodation.  
 
Amend DM POL 33 as follows (amendments 
underlined). 
 
Require that residential care homes, 
retirement, nursing homes, retirement 
villages and sheltered accommodation/step 
down housing be located in towns and 
villages for reasons of sustainability, 
accessibility, social inclusion and proximity 
to the availability of services, except where a 
demonstrate need to locate in a rural 
environment because of the nature of care 
in the rural environment can be clearly 
shown i.e. open space, highly landscaped 
sensory areas with access to wildlife, daily 
activities such as walking and cycling, all of 
which are noted as key elements in the 
reduction of stress, depression and 
loneliness in an aging population, to allow 
for better care in the community, 
independence and access and ensure that 
residents are not isolated.  
 
There are suitable sites throughout the 
countryside in Meath adjacent to active 
recreational areas such as golf courses, parks 
etc. and on the outskirts of towns and 
villages, where there is an obvious synergy 
and ideal use of this established 
infrastructure.  
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In order to provide suitable housing for older 
people throughout the county, the Council 
will continue to work closely with the 
provision of housing for older people and/or 
assisted living accommodation.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan makes provision for the housing needs of older people in towns 
and villages in accordance with National guidance set out in the ‘National Planning 
Framework 2018’, ‘Housing Options for our Aging Population’ 2019 and ‘SOITAR’ (National 
Age Friendly Programme)   
 
National policy recommends that the housing needs of older people are provided for in 
towns and villages close to existing services and facilities, supported by universal design and 
improved urban amenities, including public spaces and parks as well as direct and accessible 
walking routes. It is recognised that the provision of such development in the rural 
countryside is contrary to policy guidance for reasons relating to sustainability, poor 
accessibility and lack of public transport, social exclusion and isolation. 
 
The provision of such accommodation in existing towns and villages can provide 
opportunities for older people to downsize from larger houses within their existing 
communities and actively supports ageing in place. Older people can therefore choose 
housing that is appropriate and responsive to more complex needs, enable them to enjoy 
more active, healthy and socially connected lives and to age healthily and safely within their 
community. Simultaneously older people contribute a wealth of skills and experiences that 
enhance all of our communities bringing significant value across the generations. 
 
In conclusion, the policy as set out in this Draft Development Plan is consistent with national 
policy and best practice guidance and meets the housing needs of older people in a 
sustainable manner.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 193 
Councillor(s) Joe Bonner 
Motion That a specific objective to zone adequate 

lands for playgrounds is included in the County 
Development Plan. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the creation of sustainable communities the Draft Plan recognises the importance 
of children’s playgrounds and associated facilities. 
 
Objective SOC POL 37  in Chapter 7 ‘Community Building Strategy’ is as follows: 
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“To facilitate the development of children’s play areas and playgrounds in proximity to 
existing and proposed neighbourhoods, where feasible.” 
 
In addition to this objective, in settlements where a requirement has been identified for a 
playground a supporting objective has been included in the Written Statement.  
 
It is considered that these policies and objectives support the requirement to identify lands 
for playgrounds as requested. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 194 
Councillor(s) Joe Bonner 
Motion That a specific objective is included to protect 

the amenities of established clubs and 
community facilities i.e. sports club, golf club, 
and community organisations, by appropriately 
zoning sufficient lands connecting to and 
adjacent to their facilities to allow for their 
growth and expansion. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is recognised that as settlements grow, the demand and pressures on community and 
sporting facilities increases. As part of the preparation of the Draft Plan the Planning 
Authority has engaged with the Community Section of the Council and other organisations 
including Meath Partnership in identifying the future requirements for facilities in each 
settlement. Where the need for additional facilities is required, lands for these uses have 
been identified and zoned accordingly. 
 
With regard to the specific zoning to protect the amenities of established clubs it is not 
considered that this is necessary. Rather, as part of the assessment of any planning 
application an evaluation will be made on the potential impacts of a development on the 
club/sporting facility.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No.  195 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion Include policy in relation to retirement 

villages to be located within walking 
distances of towns and villages and 
proximity to the availability of services 
except where a demonstrated need to 
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located in a rural environment can be 
established due to activities such as golf, 
walking and cycling, and other activities to 
allow for better socialisation in the active 
age community and in these areas to ensure 
that highly landscaped open spaces are 
included.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan makes provision for the housing needs of older people in towns 
and villages in accordance with National guidance set out in the ‘National Planning 
Framework 2018’, ‘Housing Options for our Aging Population’ 2019 and ‘SOITAR’(National 
Age Friendly Programme). 
 
National policy recommends that the housing needs of older people are provided for in 
towns and villages close to existing services and facilities, supported by universal design and 
improved urban amenities, including public spaces and parks as well as direct and accessible 
walking routes. It is recognised that the provision of such development in the rural 
countryside is contrary to policy guidance for reasons relating to sustainability, poor 
accessibility and lack of public transport, social exclusion and isolation. 
 
The provision of such accommodation in existing towns and villages can provide 
opportunities for older people to downsize from larger houses within their existing 
communities and actively supports ageing in place. Older people can therefore choose 
housing that is appropriate and responsive to more complex needs, enable them to enjoy 
more active, healthy and socially connected lives and to age healthily and safely within their 
community. Simultaneously older people contribute a wealth of skills and experiences that 
enhance all of our communities bringing significant value across the generations. 
 
In conclusion, the policy as set out in this Draft Development Plan is consistent with national 
policy and best practice guidance and meets the housing needs of older people in a 
sustainable manner.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No.  196 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To prepare a Youth Policy for the county 

which will include the provision of innovative 
amenities what will lead to the reduction of 
anti social behaviour in our towns and 
villages in line with objectives as laid out in 
Chapter no. 7 ‘Community Building Strategy’.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
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The issues raised are noted and acknowledged.  In order to ensure that the needs of 
younger people are meet it is considered appropriate that the definition of the SIA be 
extended to specifically include amenities/facilities for younger and older people.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend Section 7.7.2 ‘Social Infrastructure Assessments’ as follows: (Addition in red).  
 
Therefore, it is a requirement of the Council that planning applications for multiple 
developments (i.e. 50 residential units or greater) be accompanied by a Social Infrastructure 
Assessment (SIA) undertaken by the developer, to determine if facilities in the area are 
sufficient to provide for the needs of the future residents (of all age cohorts) and where 
deficiencies are identified, proposals will be required to either rectify the deficiency 
(through direct provision or development contributions) or suitably restrict or phase the 
development in accordance with the capacity of existing or planned services.  
 

Motion No.  197 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To encourage the development of 

Columbarium Walls in existing cemeteries, 
particularly in new cemeteries throughout 
the county.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
A multi denominational burial garden was opened in Derrockstown, Dunshaughlin in May 
2016.  The ethos of Derrockstown burial garden as ‘a place for respect, reflection and 
remembrance’ will be reflected in future burial developments which will also be developed 
by the Council in a garden style and will offer a number of options for burials and cremated 
remains including green burials, traditional burials, columbarium walls, burial of ashes, etc 
 
The detailed design and layout of burial grounds will be managed through the Development 
Management Process. 
  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 198 
Councillor(s) Maria Murphy 
 Set objective to secure a stand alone site for 

a library in Dunboyne 
Chief Executive’s Response 
A stand alone site for a library in Dunboyne is not currently listed as a priority in the Library 
Development Plan. The plan is scheduled for review and consideration will be given to the 
need to upgrade or provide new libraries as part of that review process. 
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 199 
Councillor(s) Paul Mc Cabe 
Motion That the criteria required for housing 

development applications to be 
accompanied by a Social Infrastructure 
Assessment (SIA) be reconsidered to 
determine if social and community facilities 
are sufficient.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
SOC POL 6 requires that that all new residential development applications of 50 units or 
more on zoned lands are accompanied by a Social Infrastructure Assessment.   It is 
considered that this threshold is appropriate to ensure that the provision of essential and 
appropriate facilities, amenities and services, is taken into account in the design and 
planning of new residential areas, so as to ensure that viable sustainable communities 
emerge and grow.  However, the CE acknowledges that in certain instances it may be 
appropriate to request the submission of a SIA to accompany applications for residential 
developments under the 50 threshold.   
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend SOC POL 6 as follows: (Additional text in red) 
 
SOC POL 6           To require that all new residential development applications of 50 units or 
more  on zoned lands are accompanied by a Social Infrastructure Assessment (SIA) to 
determine if social and community facilities in the area are sufficient to provide for the needs 
of the future residents. This should include details regarding the following essential facilities: 
Playgrounds, parks and other green spaces, education, childcare, health and others such as 
shops, banks, post offices, community meeting rooms/centres and recreational facilities. The 
assessment should identify membership and non-membership facilities which allow access 
for all groups. Where deficiencies are identified, proposals will be required to accompany the 
Planning application to address the deficiency.  In certain cases however, residential 
development under these thresholds may, at the discretion of the Planning Authority, require 
the submission of a SIA. (Please refer to Chapter 11 Development Management Standards 
for further information). 
 
 

Motion No. 200 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion To provide youth cafe’s in areas with high 

population of teenagers and to utilise 
existing community or local Authority 
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buildings which can be adaptable to youth 
programme facilities such as local libraries. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan already provides policy support for youth clubs/cafes. SOC OBJ 
1 below refers: 
 
SOC OBJ1To assist in the provision of community and resource centres and youth 
clubs/cafes and other facilities for younger people by the identification and reservation of 
suitably located sites, including sites within the landbanks of the Local Authorities and by 
assisting in the provision of finance, where possible.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 201 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Paul McCabe 
Motion To support the development of satellite hubs 

for Third and Fourth Level Educational 
Facilities in the County. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan provides policy support for the development of third level, 
outreach, research, adult and further educational facilities in the County. SOC POL 15 below 
refers.  
 
SOC POL  15 To facilitate the development of preschool, primary, post primary, third level, 

outreach, research, adult and further educational facilities to meet the 
educational needs of the citizens of the County. 

 
Lands are zoned for community use throughout the County to accommodate future 
educational needs. The delivery of same and will ultimately form part of the Development 
Management process.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 202 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Paul McCabe 
Motion That the Council will seek to support and 

facilitate the provision of universally 
accessible play and recreational facilities for 
children of all ages at suitable locations 
throughout the County Based on the 
outcome of a needs based assessment.  
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Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan ensures that all proposals for development  complies with the  
provisions of the National Disability Authority’s document ‘Building for Everyone: A 
Universal Design Approach – Planning and Policy’ (2012) SOC POL 13 below refers: 
 
SOC POL 13 Ensure that all buildings, public and open spaces, recreational and amenity 

areas are accessible for people with disabilities, having regard to the Building 
Regulations, the objectives of ‘Building for Everyone’ (National Disability 
Authority) and ‘Access for the Disabled’ (No. 1 to 3)(National Rehabilitation 
Board). 

 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 203 
Councillor(s)  Paul McCabe 
Motion That the Council will set out a framework for 

the provision of community facilities at 
county, municipal district and local level 
based on the outcome of a needs based 
assessment.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The existing policy statement addresses the issues raised, specifically SOC POL 3 and SOC 
POL 4: 
 
SOC POL  3          To ensure that, where practicable, community, recreational and open space 

facilities are clustered, with the community facilities being located in local 
centres or combined with school facilities, as appropriate. Community 
facilities should be located close to or within walking distance of housing, 
accessible to all sectors of the community and facilitate multi-use functions 
through their design and layout. 

 
SOC POL 4           To seek to ensure the efficient and timely delivery of community facilities 

commensurate with the needs of the resident population and to assist in the 
delivery of such facilities. 

 
SOC POL 6 also supplements the above 2 no. policy statements ensuring that where 
developments of approximately 50 units, the social infrastructure assessment will identify 
gaps in community facilities/amenities and these can be addressed where necessary. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 204 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion 7.7.8 Libraries 

To amend SOC OBJ 18  
To investigate and if feasible to provide a 
new library in the Laytown/Bettystown area 
and in Kells. 
 
as follows: 
 
To identify and secure a site, and to provide 
a new library in the Laytown/Bettystown 
area.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Meath County Council is actively looking for a suitable location for a library in Bettystown 
and has allocated money in the capital programme to undertake works when a suitable 
location is sourced.   Should a site be identified the Laytown Bettystown Local Area Plan 
which is scheduled for preparation within the lifetime of the Development Plan will 
designate the subject lands accordingly. 
 There is no objection to an amendment to the objective. 
 
To identify and secure a site for the provision of a library facility that would meet the needs 
of the entire East Meath area, subject to the availability of finance  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Recommend amending the objective as follows:   
To identify and secure a site for the provision of a library facility that would meet the needs 
of the entire East Meath area, subject to the availability of finance  
 
 

Motion No. 205 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion 7.7.11 Fire Stations 

To support the provision of a new fire 
station in the Laytown/Bettystown area, to 
ensure that this growing community is 
adequately serviced. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
There is no proposal by Meath Fire Service to provide a fire station in Laytown/Bettystown, 
Co Meath. The current arrangement whereby fire brigade response is provided in the 
Laytown/Bettystown area by Drogheda, Balbriggan, Navan and/or Ashbourne fire stations is 
considered adequate and appropriate. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
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No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 206 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Stephen McKee 
Motion Make provision for a Secondary School for 

Duleek.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
The provision of new schools is primarily the responsibility of the Department of Education 
and Skills.  The Development Plan makes provision for additional educational facilities in 
accordance with ‘A Code of Practice on the Provision of Schools and the Planning System’ 
following detailed discussions and engagement with the Department of Education and Skills, 
in particular having regard to their school planning projections and the educational 
infrastructure needs within the Development Plan.  If further sites are considered necessary 
in the future, the Council will work with the Department of Education and Skills and other 
bodies to ensure the development of schools at the optimum locations. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

 

Motion No. 207 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Stephen McKee 
Motion That Meath County Council implement the 

Public Realm Strategy for Bettystown and 
Laytown 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan already provides policy support for the implementation of the 
Laytown/Bettystown Public Realm Plan.  BLMD OBJ 7 refers: 
 
BLMD OBJ 7 To implement the Public Realm Strategy for Bettystown and Laytown. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required 
 

Motion No. 208 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To implement the Julianstown Village Design 

Statement 
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan provides policy support for the implementation of the 
Julianstown Village Design Statement. JUL OBJ 18 refers. 
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JUL OBJ 18 To work in partnership with local community and all relevant stakeholders to 

implement the Julianstown Village Design Statement. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required 
 

Motion No. 209 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Tormey 
Motion The provision of Retirement Villages, as an 

accommodation is an important and 
welcome inclusion in the plan. 
 
Amend Section 7.6.2.2 as follows: 
 
It is the policy of the Council that proposals 
for accommodation for the elderly should be 
located in areas served by infrastructure and 
amenities such as pathways, public transport 
(where possible) and facilities and services. 
The policy of the council is to identify and 
support suitable sites throughout the 
countryside in Meath adjacent to active 
recreational areas such as golf courses, 
hotels, and other facilities and within 
walking distance of towns and villages, 
where there is an obvious synergy and ideal 
use of this established infrastructure. 
 
Amend Chapter 11, Development  
Management Standards and Land Use 
Zoning Objectives, Policy DM POL 33 as 
follows: 
 
Require that residential care homes, nursing 
homes and retirement villages be located 
within walking distance of towns and villages 
for reasons of sustainability, accessibility, 
social inclusion, and proximity to the 
availability of services, except where a 
demonstrated need to locate in a rural 
environment can be established due to 
activities, such as golf, walking, and cycling 
and other activities to allow for better 
socialisation in the active age community 
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and in these areas to ensure that highly 
landscaped open areas are included.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan makes provision for the housing needs of older people in towns 
and villages in accordance with National guidance set out in the ‘National Planning 
Framework 2018’, ‘Housing Options for our Aging Population’ 2019 and ‘SOITAR’ (National 
Age Friendly Programme).   
 
National policy recommends that the housing needs of older people are provided for in 
towns and villages close to existing services and facilities, supported by universal design and 
improved urban amenities, including public spaces and parks as well as direct and accessible 
walking routes. It is recognised that the provision of such development in the rural 
countryside is contrary to policy guidance for reasons relating to sustainability, poor 
accessibility and lack of public transport, social exclusion and isolation. 
 
The provision of such accommodation in existing towns and villages can provide 
opportunities for older people to downsize from larger houses within their existing 
communities and actively supports ageing in place. Older people can therefore choose 
housing that is appropriate and responsive to more complex needs, enable them to enjoy 
more active, healthy and socially connected lives and to age healthily and safely within their 
community. Simultaneously older people contribute a wealth of skills and experiences that 
enhance all of our communities bringing significant value across the generations. 
 
In conclusion, the policy as set out in this Draft Development Plan is consistent with national 
policy and best practice guidance and meets the housing needs of older people in a 
sustainable manner.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 
 

 

Motion No. 210 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that SOC POL 6 be amended to 

include “It will be the Council’s responsibility 
to ensure the delivery of playgrounds, parks 
and other green spaces in tandem with 
residential and commercial development. 
Masterplans will be prepared by Meath 
County Council and developments phased to 
help co-ordinate and ensure delivery” 

Chief Executive’s Response 
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There is a specific policy SOC POL 37 where the policy is “To facilitate the development of 
children’s play areas and playgrounds in proximity to existing and proposed 
neighbourhoods”.  
 
The requirements for additional social infrastructure including playgrounds is set out within 
Section 7.7 which can act as focal points within communities.  
 
The LAP’s will also likely identify further suitable locations for the development of additional 
playground and recreational facilities. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 211 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to amend specific policies within the 

Community Building Strategy Chapter, 
specifically SOC POL,s 21 & 23 re; location of 
childcare facilities to replace “Rural Nodes” 
with “Rural Areas”.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
In accordance with the “Planning Guidelines in Childcare facilities” where guidance is 
offered appropriate locations for childcare facilities include in the vicinity of concentrations 
of work places, of schools, of neighbourhoods, district and town centres, adjacent to public 
transport corridors, park and ride facilities, pedestrian routes and dedicated cycle areas and 
this is supported by the provisions of SOC POL 21.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 212 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to amend SOC OBJ 10 re; an audit of 

all public open space assets in the County 
and that this be completed “by the end of 
2022 rather than “over the life of the 
Development Plan”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Implementation of this objective will be resource dependant, therefore it is prudent to 
include reference to this timeline. The County Development Plan 2 year progress report will 
set out progress with implementation of this objective. 
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 213 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion To address the needs of the active over 55s, 

there needs to be more innovative solutions 
offered and this motion is proposing the 
development of active over 55s village type 
bungalow accommodation which includes a 
Village Hall, library and craft centers and well 
-designed safe and secure recreational 
outdoor space. 
 
This motion recognizes that the provision of 
retirement villages will inevitably include low 
density housing development and should 
therefore not just be confined to towns and 
villages where sites have an expectation of 
high density and command premium prices 
but should include sites within reasonable 
walking distance of an existing village or 
town with good provision of walkways and 
paths to facilities.    

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan makes provision for the housing needs of older people in towns 
and villages in accordance with National guidance set out in the ‘National Planning 
Framework 2018’, ‘Housing Options for our Aging Population’ 2019 and ‘SOITAR’ (National 
Age Friendly Programme)  National policy recommends that the housing needs of older 
people are provided for in towns and villages close to existing services and facilities, 
supported by universal design and improved urban amenities, including public spaces and 
parks as well as direct and accessible walking routes. It is recognised that the provision of 
such development in the rural countryside is contrary to policy guidance for reasons relating 
to sustainability, poor accessibility and lack of public transport, social exclusion and 
isolation. 
 
The provision of such accommodation in existing towns and villages provides opportunities 
for older people to downsize from larger houses within their existing communities and 
actively supports ageing in place. Older people can therefore choose housing that is 
appropriate and responsive to more complex needs, enable them to enjoy more active, 
healthy and socially connected lives and to age healthily and safely within their community. 
Simultaneously older people contribute a wealth of skills and experiences that enhance all 
of our communities bringing significant value across the generations. 
 
In conclusion, the policy as set out in this Draft Development Plan is consistent with national 
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policy and best practice guidance and meets the housing needs of older people in a 
sustainable manner.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 214 
Councillor(s) Maria Murphy 
Motion Where document lists schools in Dunboyne, 

please include Gaelscoil Thulach na nOg. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
Submission noted.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend Dunboyne Written Statement to include the following under Educational Facilities: 
‘Gaelscoil Thulach na nOg’.  
 

Motion No. 215 
Councillor(s) Maria Murphy 
Motion Zone a section of land for Community 

Infrastructure off the Rooske Road, 
Dunboyne south of St. Peters GAA Club. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Sufficient community zoned land has been identified for Dunboyne within the lifetime of the 
Plan.  
 
The Council is committed to working with the GAA in terms of any future expansion 
requirements.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 216 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Paul McCabe  
Motion Provision of policies and objectives to 

promote allotments and community 
gardening throughout County Meath 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
 
The provision of ‘Allotments’ is referred to in both Chapter 9 and Chapter 11 of the Draft 
CDP. 
 
In Section 9.6.2.4 ‘Allotments’ in Chapter 9 of the Draft CDP, it is a policy of the Council to 
support the development of appropriately located allotments in areas which have good 
access to and are proximate to built-up and residential areas (see RUR POL 23). 
Furthermore, it is an objective of the Council that allotments within or immediately adjacent 
to the edge of towns/villages or are easily accessible to the residents of a particular 
settlement and that there is adequate water supply and that adequate parking facilities can 
be provided (see RUR OBJ 37). 
 
Furthermore, Section 11.9.5 ‘Allotments’ in Chapter 11 of the Draft CDP contains an 
objective for proposals of allotment developments to be assessed against site suitability 
regarding populations served; preference of sites in/at the edge of the settlements; 
adequacy of the public road network serving the site and car parking provision; and, 
adequacy of water supplies (see DM OBJ 145).  
 
It is considered that the wording of the Draft CDP covered in two separate chapters is 
sufficient to promote the development of allotments and community gardening throughout 
Co. Meath. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 217 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Gillian Toole  
Motion The location of allotment sites shall be safely 

accessible by pedestrians and cyclists. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
It is an objective of the Draft CDP for proposals of allotment developments to be assessed 
against site suitability regarding populations served; preference of sites in/at the edge of the 
settlements; and, adequacy of the public road network serving the site and car parking 
provision (see DM OBJ 145 in Section 11.9.5 ‘Allotments’ in Chapter 11).  
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In addition to the above, Section 9.6.2.4 ‘Allotments’ in Chapter 9 informs that allotment 
developments shall be appropriately located so as to not have an adverse impact on the 
safety and capacity of the surrounding road network. To this end, it is a policy of the Draft 
CDP to support the development of appropriately located allotments in areas which have 
good access to and are proximate to built-up and residential areas (see RUR POL 23). 
 
Furthermore, it is an objective of Meath County Council that allotments within or 
immediately adjacent to the edge of towns/villages or are easily accessible to the residents 
of a particular settlement and that adequate parking facilities can be provided (see RUR OBJ 
37). 
 
Therefore, it is considered that the wording of the Draft CDP is sufficient to cover the aspect 
of accessibility by both pedestrian and cyclists. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 218 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Padraig Fitzsimons  
Motion To allow for the inclusion of CCTV at 

entrance/exit points onto the road at all new 
estates and developments and for cameras 
then be included onto the Navan town 
system to allow for better security; checks 
on traffic flow; and, possible insurance 
claims. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Whilst CCTV schemes may be successful in helping to combat crime and anti-social 
behaviour in certain urban areas. It is not considered that the installation of CCTV at 
entry/exit points of new residential housing development and the linkage of the camera 
system to the Navan town network is a matter for the Development Plan and should be 
facilitated in conjunction with An Garda Síochana and community group initiatives. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 219 
Councillor(s) Cllrs. Sharon Keogan & Amanda Smith  
Motion That Meath County Council will adopt this 

resolution to support our proposal to include 
a Social Enterprise and Innovation 
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Programme into our Economy and 
Employment Strategy with core objectives to 
achieve social, societal and environmental 
impact. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is considered that this is a matter for the Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP) 
which sets out the objectives and actions needed to promote and support economic and 
community development in County Meath over a six-year period. The current Meath LECP 
runs from 2016-2021.  
The subject motion is not applicable to the Draft CDP and therefore, this motion should be 
suggested during the public consultation stage of the forthcoming LECP for County Meath. 

Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 220 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that the Section 7.7.3.1 of the Plan 

be amended as follows “Meath County 
Council identifies the town of Duleek as an 
area requiring additional post-primary  
school facilities”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The provision of new schools is primarily the responsibility of the Department of Education 
and Skills.  The Development Plan makes provision for additional educational facilities in 
accordance with ‘A Code of Practice on the Provision of Schools and the Planning System’ 
following detailed discussions and engagement with the Department of Education and Skills 
in particular having regard to their school planning projections and the educational 
infrastructure needs within the Development Plan.  If further sites are considered necessary 
in the future, the Council will work with the Department of Education and Skills and other 
bodies to ensure the development of schools at the optimum locations. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 221 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that Section 7.7.11 of the Plan be 

amended to include the following “The 
Council sees the significant benefit of an 
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additional fire station in the Duleek/East 
Meath/Coastal area” 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Section 7.7.11 of the Draft Plan addresses the topic of the “Fire Stations”. A specific 
objective included within this section of the plan is to “To ensure communities are 
adequately serviced by a modern and effective Fire Service for the county and to facilitate 
the accommodation of fire service facilities in locations that allow ease of access and safe 
functioning with respect to the road network”. The issue of a new fire station is something 
that could be considered under the review of the current “Fire Service Operations Plan 
2015-2019”.  
 
At present there is no proposal by Meath Fire Service to provide a fire station in 
Laytown/Bettystown, Co Meath. The current arrangement whereby fire brigade response is 
provided in the Laytown/Bettystown area by Drogheda, Balbriggan, Navan and/or 
Ashbourne fire stations is deemed adequate and appropriate. 
 
Neither is there a proposal by Meath Fire Service to provide a fire station in Duleek, Co 
Meath. The current arrangement whereby fire brigade response in the Duleek area is 
provided by Drogheda, Navan and/or Ashbourne fire stations is deemed adequate and 
appropriate. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 222 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion Where the opportunity exists for community 

gain that the Council will modify the existing 
plan to relocate the zoning to a revised zoned 
area where services exist. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
It is recognised that the provision of social and community infrastructure and facilities is a 
key element of creating an attractive, healthy, and inclusive community. In the preparation 
of the Draft Plan an analysis of the requirement for additional community infrastructure 
such as schools, parks, and libraries has been identified. In certain instances there will be a 
requirement that such infrastructure is to be delivered in tandem with a development. In 
addition policy SOC POL 6 requires a ‘Social Infrastructure Assessment’ to be carried out for 
all residential developments in excess of 50 units in order to identify any deficits in social 
and community infrastructure. 
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Whilst it is acknowledged that there are developments that can provide a community gain, 
it is important that this does not take place on an ad hoc or isolated basis but rather should 
be integrated into the development plan review process to allow a holistic approach to be 
taken to the pattern and direction of future development in each settlement. In this regard 
it is considered that the motion as proposed should not be carried forward.  
 
The wording of the motion would suggest that zonings should be allowed to be transferred 
between settlements if a community gain is identified. It is essential in achieving the growth 
strategy set out in the Draft Plan that land use zonings, in particular residential zonings, are 
not transferred between settlements as this may result in some settlements having a higher 
growth rate than that what would be anticipated given their position in the settlement 
hierarchy. If this situation arises, it would result in the Draft Plan being inconsistent with 
national and regional policy. 
 
Any proposal that includes a ‘community gain’ can be reviewed individually and assessed 
against the relevant planning and environmental criteria where an assessment can then be 
made of the potential benefits to the respective settlement. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 223 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion That lands that were previously de-zoned in the 

2013-2019 Development Plan be reviewed with 
regard to inclusion in the 2020-2026 
Development Plan. These should include areas 
for community gain, a playground, outdoor 
recreational spaces, seating and other public 
realm facilities. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the preparation of the Core Strategy and Settlement Strategy in the Draft Plan, an 
analysis of residential activity and the quantum and location of zoned land in the County has 
been carried out.  
 
This analysis identified a significant excess of residential lands. A significant proportion of 
these lands were zoned since 2001. The primary reasons for these excess lands can be 
attributed to ‘over zoning’ and lack of services. 
 
In addition to identifying residential lands, the preparation of the Draft Plan included an 
assessment of the required social and community infrastructure in each settlement. This 
involved meeting and liaising with various voluntary groups and organisations and 
government agencies. Through this process, it is considered that this Plan has identified 
sufficient social and community lands to meet the needs of the population during the life of 
this Plan. However as part of the Local Area Plan process, the requirement for additional 
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facilities will be examined in greater detail. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 224 
Councillor(s) Gillian Toole 
Motion Please clarify whether existing Club playing 

pitches are zoned F1 or G1. Ratoath GFC & 
Ratoath Harps lands are zoned F1; whilst 
Dunshaughlin GFC is zoned G1. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Sports facilities and playing pitches are identified as ‘permitted uses’ on lands zoned Open 
Space (‘F1’) and Community Infrastructure (‘G1’) in the Land Use Zoning Objectives section 
in Chapter 11 of the Draft Plan ‘Development Management Standards and Land Use Zoning 
Objectives’. 
 
It is acknowledged that there are some sporting facilities zoned as ‘Open Space’ (F1) while 
others are zoned Community Infrastructure (G1).  
 
Whilst this may be confusing, it does not impact on the potential of these lands to be 
developed as sporting facilities. 
 
Given that playing pitches and associated facilities are ‘Permitted Uses’ on both of these 
land use zonings it is not considered that there is a requirement to amend this land use 
zoning. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Motion No. 225 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey  
Motion Meath County Council includes in the 

objectives of the CDP an aim to request 
UNESCO to consider Clonard for inclusion as 
a World UNESCO Heritage site.  
In our area we have the most famous 
Monastic site in Ireland and very few people 
even know about it. Clonard was once one of 
the largest monastic settlements in Ireland 
under the stewardship of St Finian who is 
reputedly buried there.  
While we have stripped most if not all of the 
residential zoning from areas such as 
Clonard, we could develop our attractions 
through the life of this CDP ensuring they are 
areas of growth into the future. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is the Government’s lead agency for 
the implementation of the World Heritage Convention in Ireland.  In January 2019 the 
Minister for made a call for applications for new candidates to join Ireland's World Heritage 
Tentative List, 2020-2030. 
The National Monuments Service oversees the process of Tentative List application and 
assessment and is currently seeking applications form interested parties sites or properties 
of natural and/or cultural heritage which are considered to be of outstanding universal 
value (OUV), for inclusion on the new Tentative List.  This is a standalone process outside of 
the County Development Plan process.  If and/or once a site is approved for the inclusion of 
the Ireland’s tentative list then its status would be reflected in the Plan i.e. The County 
Development Plan supports the protection of existing sites within County Meath on the 
UNESCO Tentative List (HER POL 12) and supports the State in the nomination of such sites 
to World Heritage Status (HER OBJ 12).  

 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 226 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion Meath Co Co to include the provision of a 

County Museum in Trim as an objective in 
County Development Plan to develop a 
sense of pride in our people in the heritage 
and culture of our county and to ensure that 
some of the many artefacts found in the 
county are displayed here. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
A well resourced County Museum would be a significant contribution to the cultural 
infrastructure of Meath.  The establishment of a museum would need to be considered 
within the context of establishing a museum service in the county and would require the 
consideration of a number of factors including (but not limited to): initial capital investment, 
on-going operational costs, staffing, collections and care of collections, storage, outreach 
and education, the building (and environmental conditions and considerations). 
 
It is an action of the County Meath Heritage Plan 2015-2020 to ‘Support a feasibility study 
on the provision of a county museum in consultation with national and local stakeholders 
and explore the development of a virtual (online) museum’ (Action 5.7).   
 
A decision on a county museum would be premature pending the outcome of such a study.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 227 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin  
Motion Gormanston beach - off the R 135 - lands 

between river and road designated for a car 
park as an amenity for the beach. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The County Development Plan does not designate specific areas for parking.  The issue of 
access and parking to the beach would have to be dealt with through the Municipal District 
subject to the identification and/or acquisition of a suitable site, the outcome of appropriate 
environmental and landscape assessments and compliance with normal planning criteria.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 228 
Councillor(s) Padraig Fitzsimons 
Motion That it is not just an objective of this Plan to 

protect the River Boyne and River 
Blackwater, but also to enhance these 
Rivers, particularly within the urban areas so 
as to bring them into the urban landscape 
and make them part of the living town, for 
the community to enjoy rather than just pass 
by. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The River Boyne and River Blackwater are the most dominant physical features in Meath 
and contribute significant environmental, economic and social benefits. The County 
Development Plan contains a number of objectives to protect (i.e. section 8.9 biodiversity) 
and also enhance these values (section 4.28.5 walking and cycling).  For example within the 
Navan written statement: 

NAV  OBJ 31 To support and facilitate  the delivery of the Boyne Greenway within the town 
area and integration with associated amenities and connections to the urban form 

NAV OBJ 33 To support the provision of access and facilities for active recreation and 
water sports on the River Boyne. 

 
As part of the public consultation process for the draft Flowerhill and Abbeylands Urban 
Design Plan a reconnection with the river is proposed through the creation of the 
Blackwater River Park to create valuable amenity space for the town and an opportunity for 
habitat restoration along the riverbanks.  It is an objective of the plan to implement the 
Flowerhill Regeneration Project (NAV OBJ 40).  The Boyne Valley Tourism Strategy 2016-
2020 has a number of tourism destination catalytic projects focusing on the enhancement of 
the River Boyne.  It is a policy of the County Development Plan to co-operate with Fáilte 
Ireland, Tourism Ireland, Boyne Valley Tourism, Louth County Council, and any other 
relevant bodies in the implementation of the Boyne Valley Tourism Strategy 2016-2020 and 
Ireland’s Ancient East Programme (ED POL 35). . 

Within the Trim written statement: 

TRM OBJ 13: To prioritise the delivery of the Boyne Greenway and plan for associated 
amenities and connections to the urban form. 

Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 229 
Councillor(s) Wayne Harding 
Motion ‘To further increase the restoration of 

derelict buildings within both the core and 
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buffer zone of the Brú na Bóinne world 
heritage site.’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Within Chapter 8  - Cultural and Natural Heritage Strategy of the County Development Plan -  
 
8.6.1 UNESCO World Heritage Site – Brú na Bóinne 
 
The following objective;  
HER OBJ 10 – To actively support and encourage the re-use of vacant and derelict dwellings 
within the World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne by providing assistance and professional 
advice to owners seeking to re-develop such sites. be edited to include reference to the Core 
and buffer zone of Brú na Bóinne.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
To edit the above Objective HER OBJ 10 to;  
 
HER OBJ 10 –– To actively support and encourage the re-use of vacant and derelict 
dwellings within the Core and Buffer zone of the World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne by 
providing  assistance and professional advice to owners seeking to re-develop such sites.  
 

 

Motion No. 230 
Councillor(s) Wayne Harding 
Motion ‘To seek an increase of bed spaces in and 

around the world heritage site of Brú na 
Bóinne to further expand footfall and expand 
stay overs in the county.’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Within Chapter 8  - Cultural and Natural Heritage Strategy of the County Development Plan -  
8.6.3 Statement of Policy 
 
‘Meath County Council is committed to the protection and conservation of the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne. The Council acknowledges the need for additional bed 
spaces and other tourist facilities to enable the local community to benefit from the area’s 
World Heritage Site status.  The refurbishment of existing building stock will be supported 
and encouraged in this regard.  The World Heritage site is a key component of Ireland’s 
Ancient East and its potential to generate additional tourist activity in the wider Boyne 
Valley region as a generator of local employment is acknowledged. The Council welcomes 
the support of key national stakeholders in developing appropriate policies to ensure the 
area benefits from its unique International heritage standing.’ 
 
The preparation of a business plan to explore the economic potential of the World Heritage 
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Site would address means of increasing duration of visit to the area. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Additional objective- To prepare and implement a Business Plan for the World Heritage site 
in conjunction with relevant stakeholders, subject to funding. 
 

Motion No. 231 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion ‘That the Monastic Round Tower of Kells be 

further conserved by roofing the structure 
and providing tourism access.’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Monastic Round Tower in Kells is a Registered and Recorded National Monument, ID 
number ME017-044013 (MCC ID No. ME02113) and National Monument Number NM# 158 
and as such is under the management and upkeep of the National Monuments Service. 
The Round Tower is in the ownership of the Minister, and thus prior written consent of the 
Minister is required for any works at or in proximity to the monument.   
 
While the Motion ‘That the Monastic Round Tower of Kells be further conserved by roofing 
the structure and providing tourism access.’ may in theory sound like a positive contribution 
towards the longevity of the monument, roofing a National Monument takes considerable 
sensitivity with regards to the existing structural stability, the potential weathering, the 
character and the setting of the monument.  There may or may not be a need to roof the 
structure; the consolidation of the top of the existing tower structurally may be sufficient to 
protect and conserve the monument. The National Monuments Service has a team who 
manage National Monuments and should be best consulted.  
 
With regards to the tourism aspect of the above Motion, the following policies address the 
aspect on a wider level with regard to access; specific access to the Round Tower itself 
should be best proposed to the National Monuments Service directly.  
  
From Kells Written Statement ……  
KEL POL 1 To continue to support the sustainable growth of Kells by encouraging high 

quality development in appropriate locations that enhances the built 
environment, meets the needs of all sections of the community, respects the 
heritage status of the town, and allows the town to fulfil its designation as an 
important employment and service centre in the north of the County. 

KEL OBJ 5 To support the promotion of the town as a visitor and tourism destination 
and facilitate the delivery of new and innovative visitor experiences and 
festivals.  

Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Motion No. 232 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion ‘That derelict or endangered protected 

structures be purchased, restored and used 
by Meath County Council.’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The extensive funds necessary to implement such an objective are not available to the 
Council. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 233 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion ‘That the historic vernacular homes of county 

Meath, particularly Thatched Cottages are 
actively preserved and given an appropriate 
measure of protection under the County 
Development Plan.’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Within Chapter 8  - Cultural and Natural Heritage Strategy of the County Development Plan -  
8.7.3 Historic Building Stock and Vernacular Architecture 
 
The following policies and objectives sufficiently address the preservation of vernacular 
homes, particularly thatched cottages.  
 
HER POL 21 – To encourage the retention, sympathetic maintenance and sustainable re-use 
of historic buildings, including vernacular dwellings or farm buildings and the retention of 
historic streetscape character, fabric, detail and features.  
 
HER POL 23 – To actively promote the retention and restoration of thatch dwellings as a key 
component of the built heritage of the County.  
 
HER OBJ 22 – To update the survey of surviving thatch structures in the County and to 
promote available grant schemes to assist owners with their retention and repair.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 234 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that a specific objective be included 

in the Draft Plan “to adopt and implement 
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the Tara Management Plan and to work with 
local stakeholders to provide adequate 
visitor facilities which preserve the heritage 
of the site” 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
HER OBJ 52 states  “To work in partnership with the Department of Culture, Heritage and 

the  
Gaeltacht, OPW, local communities and all relevant stakeholders to complete and 

implement the  
Conservation Management Plan for the State Owned Lands at the Hill of Tara”  
 
 HER OBJ 53 where the objective is “To work in partnership with the Department of Culture, 

Heritage  
and the Gaeltacht, OPW, local communities and all relevant stakeholders to address visitor  
management issues and augment the visitor experience at the Hill of Tara”.   
 
The Management Plan is being prepared by Department of Culture, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht, the  
Council have a supporting role in this process. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 235 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to include an objective within the 

Heritage Chapter as follows “modify the 
order of the settlements for the delivery of 
town parks within the County from  
“Drogheda Southern Environs, Dunboyne and 
Ashbourne“ to “Ashbourne, Drogheda 
Southern Environs and Dunboyne”.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is the priority of the Council to provide town parks in all centres set out in the objective. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 236 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to include a specific objective in the 

Heritage chapter as follows “To develop a 
major pollution incident management plan 
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within the lifetime of the Development Plan“.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
This is a not a matter for the Development Plan.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 237 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking to amend Section 8.6.1 of the Plan 

to include the following statement “The 
Council in support of sustainable 
communities will actively encourage locals 
from the Bru na Boinne area to stay and live 
their lives in the area”.   
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Brú na Bóinne is designated as a World Heritage Site because of its Outstanding Universal 
Value to humanity. World Heritage Sites may support a variety of ongoing and proposed 
uses that are ecologically and culturally sustainable and do not impact adversely on the 
Outstanding Universal Value of the property.  
 
The potential for development in the area is limited because of the likelihood of adverse 
impacts on the archaeology, views and prospects, and the landscape.  Recent research has 
identified a considerable number of previously undiscovered archaeological sites, and new 
layers of significance are being continually revealed, which add to our understanding of the 
lives and culture of our ancestors.  
 
The reactive monitoring mission by UNESCO in 2004 commented unfavourably on intrusive 
developments in the area, and an independent assessment by a World Heritage Expert in 
2011 remarked that – “An important issue here, then, is this accretion of intrusive elements, 
and the point at which the contemporary world is so much in evidence that the experience of 
viewing the landscape from within the World Heritage Site, which is integral to the 
outstanding universal value of the site, is compromised to the extent that it becomes less 
than outstanding.” Consequently, failure to control the cumulative negative impact of 
development could endanger the World Heritage Status of Brú na Bóinne. This loss of World 
Heritage status would have detrimental economic impacts for County Meath, the region and 
Ireland.   
 
Development Plan policies allow for change of use of existing buildings, for the 
redevelopment of previously developed sites, subject to other development assessment 
criteria.  
 
Specific objective HER OBJ 7 is “To work in partnership with the community and all other 
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relevant stakeholders to promote, und understand, conserve and sustainably mange the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Bru na Boinne”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 238 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan & Amanda Smith  
Motion Extend the southern boundary of the rural 

node of Bellewstown. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
There is merit to this proposal.  A considerable area of the Bellewstown Rural Node is 
concentrated around the long-established Bellewstown Racecourse which incorporates the 
pitch and putt course and the GAA field. On account of the established use associated with 
these facilities, it may be reasonable to conclude that these particular lands may not be 
released for the delivery of rural-generated dwellings for members of the rural community 
in Bellewstown.  
 
It is therefore considered reasonable to extend the southern boundary of the Bellewstown 
Rural Node to incorporate undeveloped lands which will support the sustainable delivery of 
rural-generated dwellings, small-scale employment opportunities and community facilities 
for members of this community in a manner that accords with the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area whilst also maintaining the rural nature of this node. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Extend the southern boundary of the Bellewstown Rural Node to include available lands for 
appropriate sustainable development. 
 

Motion No. 239 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Sarah Reilly 
Motion RUR POL 11, regarding the permission of 

planning on exceptional health 
circumstances, be amended to facilitate the 
construction of a house in a rural setting and 
not in Rural Node as prescribed.  

Chief Executive’s Response  
 
The Draft Development Plan recognises that exceptional health circumstances may require a 
person to live in a particular environment.  It is considered preferable however, that in such 
circumstances, persons should be facilitated in town, villages and rural nodes where 
essential support services, facilities (including medical facilities in some instances) are 
available. 
 
The aim of this policy statement is to accommodate the needs of persons with exceptional 
circumstances while also ensuring compliance with National and Regional policy guidance 
which requires Local Authorities to sustainably manage future rural housing development.  
The village and rural node policy as prescribed, promotes the sustainable development of 
rural villages and rural nodes which will ultimately help reduce sprawl, minimise 



Page 152 of 272 
 

environmental impacts, conserve sensitive areas and allow for more efficient use of 
resources.   
 
However, it is noteworthy also, that the needs of persons with exceptional health 
circumstances are also recognised in both rural areas.  Table 9.1 b) refers.   
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 240 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe  
Motion To insert the words ‘broadband, water and 

wastewater services as appropriate’ after 
‘public lighting’ in respect of RUR OBJ27 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council is committed to promoting the enhancement of broadband delivery in County 
Meath across the Development Plan period in accordance with the Government document 
‘Delivering a Connected Society – A National Broadband Plan for Ireland 2012’ where the 
need to deliver high levels of broadband connectivity is acknowledged. In this regard, the 
Council will support National policies that seek to promote the attractiveness of regional 
locations outside of the main urban centres for economic development and to facilitate 
more flexible working arrangements (e.g. working from home). 
 
In addition, the Council will continue to liaise and work in conjunction with Irish Water, the 
responsible body for the operation of public water and wastewater, with regard to the 
provision, upgrading or extension of wastewater collection and treatment systems in the 
County that will serve both existing and planned future populations in accordance with the 
requirements of the Core and Settlement Strategies of County Meath. Moreover, in all 
developments where the public foul sewer network is available or likely to be available and 
has sufficient capacity, development shall be required to be connected to the network (see 
INF POL 11 and INF POL 12 in Chapter 6 of Draft CDP).  
 
However, it may be unfeasible for un-serviced areas outside of the main settlements to be 
connected to wastewater infrastructure from the existing method of sewage disposal 
(individual septic tanks and proprietary wastewater treatment systems) whilst Irish Water’s 
programme for capital expansions and upgrades of wastewater infrastructure in settlements 
is prioritised in settlements. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 241 
Councillor(s) Gillian Toole  
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Motion To require that in un-serviced areas, outside 
of settlements, that the wastewater 
infrastructure be expanded to facilitate 
connection of adjacent properties on the 
same gradient, to ensure standardised 
disposal & treatment of wastewater. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council is committed to liaising and working in conjunction with Irish Water, the 
responsible body for the operation of public water and wastewater, with regard to the 
provision, upgrading or extension of wastewater collection and treatment systems in the 
County that will serve both existing and planned future populations in accordance with the 
requirements of the Core and Settlement Strategies of County Meath.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 242 
Councillor(s) Joe Fox  
Motion To designate Coole (Summerhill) as a Rural 

Node in the Trim Municipal District 
Chief Executive’s Response 
There is justification to this proposal given the established nucleus in the area known as 
‘Coole’ which is identified as a Graig in the current Meath County Development Plan 2013-
2019. This settlement comprises a church and adjoining cemetery; national school; a 
Montessori School and, a number established one-off dwellings centred at the intersection 
of the L-6223-0 and L-6214-16 at a location where the 50km/h speed limit applies, some 
1.3km to the west of the R158, Regional Road. 
 
The Planning Authority has conducted an analysis of lands in this area and whilst it is 
acknowledged that this location has been subjected to considerable ribbon development 
over time, particularly to the northern extent, the area contains sufficient lands that can 
support the sustainable delivery of rural-generated dwellings for members of the rural 
community which shall consolidate Coole in an appropriate manner.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Designate lands at ‘Coole’ as a Rural Node in the Trim Municipal District 
 

Motion No. 243 
Councillor(s) Mike Bray  
Motion To carry out an analysis to determine the 

suitability of Rathmore being designated as a 
Rural Node in the Kells MD and to be 
included if the finds are in line with the 
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criteria for Rural Nodes 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Rathmore is not identified as a Graig in the current Meath County Development Plan 2013-
2019 however, there is merit in this proposal given the established nucleus at Rathmore 
comprising the church and adjoining cemetery; the national school; garden centre; and 
established cluster of one-off dwellings.   
 
The Planning Authority has conducted an analysis of lands at Rathmore in order to 
determine the suitability of this location for designation as a Rural Node in the Kells 
Municipal District. The existing built pattern of development in Rathmore straddles a 
National Secondary Route, the N51, however, this section of road is in a location where a 
50km/h speed limit applies, and so it is considered that there is a limited capacity of 
appropriate lands available that would support the sustainable delivery of rural-generated 
residential development and support for small-scale employment and community facilities 
for members of the rural community.    
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Designate Rathmore as a Rural Node in Kells Municipal District in the Draft Meath County 
Development Plan 2020-2026 
 

Motion No. 244 
Councillor(s) Wayne Harding 
Motion Seek to have Monknewtown designated as a 

Rural Node. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
 
It is recognised that there is an established nucleus of development in Monknewtown area 
which is concentrated on the church; cemetery; athletic club; GAA pitch; transport 
company; and, a number of established one-off dwellings which is removed from the 
crossroads at the National Secondary Route, the N51, at the existing pub.  
 
It is considered that this area has a limited capacity to support the sustainable delivery of 
rural-generated residential development and support for small-scale employment and 
community facilities for members of the rural community. That said, special regard must be 
given to the presence of archaeological features and national monuments in the vicinity of 
Monknewtown; and, potential impacts upon views into Bru na Boinne UNESCO World 
Heritage Site would also have to be careful considered as Monknewtown is located within 
the Bru na Boinne Buffer Zone.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Designate Monknewtown as a Rural Node in the Draft Meath County Development Plan 
2020-2026 
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Motion No. 245 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade  
Motion Seek to have Monknewtown designated as a 

Rural Node. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
Please refer to response above. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Designate Monknewtown as a Rural Node in the Draft Meath County Development Plan 
2020-2026 
  

Motion No. 246 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking the designation of Rathdrinagh as a 

Rural Node. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
It is recognised that there is an established nucleus of development in the Rathdrinagh area 
which is centred on the filling station and shop development; the Panda waste facility; the 
pub; and school located removed from the crossroads. On account of the concentration of 
this nucleus at an intersection of a national Primary Route, the N2, at a location where the 
100km/h speed limit applies, it is not considered desirable or safe to encourage the 
designation of a Rural Node at this particular location. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 247 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe  
Motion To consider Newcastle (Moynalty) as a Rural 

Node 
Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The established nucleus of Newcastle (Moynalty) is focused on the Church of the 
Assumption. While it is acknowledged that Newcastle (Moynalty) is identified as a Graig in 
the current Meath County Development Plan 2013-2019. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Designate Newcastle (Moynalty) as a Rural Node in the Draft Meath County Development 
Plan 2020-2026 
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Motion No. 248 
Councillor(s) Francis  Deane 
Motion That the Draft CDP provides for one off rural 

housing planning where applicants, subject 
to proper planning criteria, can demonstrate 
they are engaged in rural economic activity, 
linked to the area in which they are  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft CDP makes provision for applicants for rural dwellings based on established rural 
businesses subject to compliance with the requirements set out in Tables 9 1a) and 1b) and 
where it is demonstrated that the development would not prejudice the environment and 
the rural character of the area. (Section 9.1.1 and RUR POL 7 refers).  
 
Extract from Section 9.1.1 
(iii) Persons who can satisfy the Planning Authority by way of documentary evidence that 
their rural business is planning compliant, has been established and operating for a 
minimum of 5 years. 
 
RUR POL 7 All Applications for rural dwellings based on established rural businesses shall 

include detailed documentary evidence of compliance with the rural housing 
policy as set out in RUR POL 14 as follows: 

 -Documentary evidence that the rural business is planning compliant, has 
been established and operating for a minimum of 5 years; 

 -Details of principal occupation and documentary evidence that principal 
income is derived from the business; 

 -Completed Local Housing Needs Assessment Form 
 -Land Registry Certificate and land holding maps of all land holdings in family 

ownership in County Meath; 
 -Documentary evidence of date of acquisition/purchase of family land 

holding; 
 -Details of all places of residence of the applicant over the previous 10 years; 
 -Documentary evidence of the applicants Intrinsic Links to the area which 

shall include, where applicable, : Copy of applicant entry on Electoral Register, 
Evidence of attendance at Local School confirmed in writing by the School, 
Evidence of Membership of local community/sports groups; letter from a 
Financial Institution confirming address, Utility bills confirming address. 

 The Planning Authority may seek additional information to that set out above 
if considered necessary. 

 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Motion No. 249 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion That all public lighting is switched off or 

intensity lower between 3pm-6pm to save 
power, reduce light pollution and for the 
benefit of nocturnal wildlife.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Councils current system of lighting from photocells, provides operational street lighting 
only when natural light is poor. This saves power and reduces light pollution. The issue of 
public lighting is however, an operational matter and is outside the scope of the 
Development Plan.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 250 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion To include an additional category i.e. 

Category 3 in terms of Local Need Criteria 
i.e. reverting back to existing policy.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
National and Regional Planning guidance directs Local Authorities to sustainably manage 
future rural housing development.  To this end proactive measures are set out in the Draft 
Plan to promote nucleation in rural villages and rural nodes which will ultimately help 
reduce sprawl and allow for more efficient and sustainable use of resources.   
 
The current policy is not compliant with National and Regional Planning Guidance. 
Continuation of current levels of rural housing will result in irreversible damage to the rural 
environment including water quality and landscape character, further promoting 
unsustainable travel patterns will continue to have detrimental impacts on the need to 
reduce carbon emissions.  
 
The Draft Development Plan seeks to create opportunities for farm families to reside in a 
rural environment where they can contribute to the social capital of rural areas. The Draft 
Development Plan seeks to secure the long term vitality and viability of rural nodes by 
facilitating the housing needs of non land owning rural dwellers in the extensive network of 
rural nodes. The Draft Plan offers an opportunity to consider locating in a rural node within 
a 12km radius of original homestead. In addition the network of nodes has been examined 
and updated to ensure increased development opportunities at such locations for a range of 
categories of potential rural applicants as set out in the Rural Development Strategy of the 
Draft Development Plan.  
 
In conclusion, it is recommended that the rural housing policy as set out in this Draft 
Development Plan offers the best opportunity to comply with National and Regional policy 
while addressing the needs of rural communities to greatest possible extent. 
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 251 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion To include the following rural policy  

 
RUR OBJ 29 
To introduce a mechanism to review and 
extend ‘Rural Nodes’ Boundaries on a yearly 
basis if need as per land usage. 
‘Leapfrogging’ must be implemented if land 
owners in Rural Nodes do not engage with 
active land management i.e. refusing to sell 
sites.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
A review of the Rural Node policy will be undertaken within two years of the adoption of the 
Plan as part of the mandatory 2 year report on the progress of the Development Plan under 
section 15 (2) of the Act. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

 

Motion No. 252 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion Review Section 9.5.4 of the CDP and after 

Paragraph 58 insert the following: 
 
The Council will identify land adjacent to or 
in rural nodes and villages to facilitate the 
provision of sites for local people, who have 
no access to a family farm. These sites will 
be reserved for local people who are active 
in the sporting or community life of the area. 
 
In order for the land to be zoned for 
residential sites, for planning `permission to 
ensure the sites are affordable for local 
people, the Council will agree with the 
landowner a fixed price for the sites (CPI 
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related) and planning permissions will 
require a 7 year period of residence.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The proposed ‘Rural Nodes’ strategy makes provision for the rural housing needs of 
members of the rural community who have social and community links to the area but are 
not involved in agriculture. Section 9.1.1 refers as follows:  
 
‘the housing needs of those members of the rural community who are not part of the 
agricultural/horticulture community as set out at section 9.3 will be facilitated in the 
extensive network of rural nodes.’  
 
The Council is required to attach occupancy conditions in accordance with the Sustainable 
Rural Housing Guidelines and Circular SP 5/08 issued by the then Department of 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  A 7 year occupancy condition will be 
attached to all rural dwellings, including those located in Rural Nodes, in Rural Area RA and 
Rural Node RN zones pursuant to Section 47 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
RUR POL 16 refers. 
 
The issue of agreeing/ fixing land values is not within the function of the Development Plan 
process. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

 

Motion No. 253 
Councillor(s) Eugene Cassidy 
Motion Due to the stagnation, age profile and 

location of Drumcondrath in rural Meath, 
reclassify Drumcondrath from Rural 
Category 1 (areas under Strong Urban 
Influence)to Rural Category 2 (Strong Rural 
Areas) 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Drumcondrath area has experienced significant development pressure for one off 
housing over the past decade and it was on this basis that it was designated Rural Category 
1 ‘Areas Under Strong Urban Influence.’   
 
It is noteworthy however, that the Pitch and Putt lands in Drumcondrath are zoned for 
Residential Use in the Plan. Given that it is unlikely that these lands will be released for 
housing development in the short term, it is considered appropriate to identify and zone 
additional lands along the R165 Kingscourt Road for A1 ‘Existing Residential’ to 
accommodate infill residential development primarily for local residents. These lands will 
assist in accommodating the additional housing needs and demands in the Drumcondrath 
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area over the lifetime of the Development Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend the Zoning Map for Drumcondrath as follows: 
Zone land along the R165 Kingscourt Road for A1 ‘Existing Residential’ to accommodate infill 
development. 
 
 

 

Motion No. 254 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty Smith 
Motion To include an additional category (Category 

3) within the current RUR POL 14 as set out 
under Chapter 9.5.3.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
National and Regional Planning guidance directs Local Authorities to sustainably manage 
future rural housing development.  To this end proactive measures are set out in the Draft 
Plan to promote nucleation in rural villages and rural nodes which will ultimately help 
reduce sprawl and allow for more efficient and sustainable use of resources.   
 
The current policy is not compliant with National and Regional Planning Guidance. 
Continuation of current levels of rural housing will result in irreversible damage to the rural 
environment including water quality and landscape character, further promoting 
unsustainable travel patterns will continue to have detrimental impacts on the need to 
reduce carbon emissions.  
 
The Draft Development Plan seeks to create opportunities for farm families to reside in a 
rural environment where they can contribute to the social capital of rural areas. The Draft 
Development Plan seeks to secure the long term vitality and viability of rural nodes by 
facilitating the housing needs of non land owning rural dwellers in the extensive network of 
rural nodes. The Draft Plan offers an opportunity to consider locating in a rural node within 
a 12km radius of original homestead. In addition the network of nodes has been examined 
and updated to ensure increased development opportunities at such locations for a range of 
categories of potential rural applicants as set out in the Rural Development Strategy of the 
Draft Development Plan.  
 
In conclusion, it is recommended that the rural housing policy as set out in this Draft 
Development Plan offers the best opportunity to comply with National and Regional policy 
while addressing the needs of rural communities to greatest possible extent. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No Change Recommended.  
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Motion No. 255 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion That Meath County Council will adopt this 

resolution to support local needs rural 
development regardless of County boundary 
but within the local needs radius 
requirement.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The rural housing policy provides for persons who are an intrinsic part of the rural 
community, (subject to compliance with requirements set out) irrespective of County 
boundaries.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 256 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to amend table 9.1 (b) Rural Areas 

under Strong Urban Influence (i) & (ii) to 
insert “where no land is available in the 
family ownership, a site within a 5km radius 
of the original family home may be 
considered”.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
National and Regional Planning guidance directs Local Authorities to sustainably manage 
future rural housing development.  To this end proactive measures are set out in the Draft 
Plan to promote nucleation in rural villages and rural nodes which will ultimately help 
reduce sprawl and allow for more efficient and sustainable use of resources.   
 
The current policy is not compliant with National and Regional Planning Guidance. 
Continuation of current levels of rural housing will result in irreversible damage to the rural 
environment including water quality and landscape character, further promoting 
unsustainable travel patterns will continue to have detrimental impacts on the need to 
reduce carbon emissions.  
 
The Draft Plan seeks to create opportunities for farm families to reside in a rural 
environment where they can contribute to the social capital of rural areas. The Draft Plan 
seeks to secure the long term vitality and viability of rural nodes by facilitating the housing 
needs of non land owning rural  dwellers in the extensive network of rural nodes. The Draft 
Plan offers an opportunity to consider locating in a rural node within a 12km radius of 
original homestead. In addition the network of nodes has been examined and updated to 
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ensure increased development opportunities at such locations for a range of categories of 
potential rural applicants as set out in the Rural Development Strategy of the Draft 
Development Plan.  
 
In conclusion, it is recommended that the rural housing policy as set out in this Draft Plan 
offers the best opportunity to comply with National and Regional policy while addressing 
the needs of rural communities to greatest possible extent. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No.  257 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion Maintain the current rural housing policy.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
National and Regional Planning guidance directs Local Authorities to sustainably manage 
future rural housing development.  To this end proactive measures are set out in the Draft 
Plan to promote nucleation in rural villages and rural nodes which will ultimately help 
reduce sprawl and allow for more efficient and sustainable use of resources.   
 
The current policy is not compliant with National and Regional Planning Guidance. 
Continuation of current levels of rural housing will result in irreversible damage to the rural 
environment including water quality and landscape character, further promoting 
unsustainable travel patterns will continue to have detrimental impacts on the need to 
reduce carbon emissions.  
 
The Draft Development Plan seeks to create opportunities for farm families to reside in a 
rural environment where they can contribute to the social capital of rural areas. The Draft 
Development Plan seeks to secure the long term vitality and viability of rural nodes by 
facilitating the housing needs of non land owning rural dwellers in the extensive network of 
rural nodes. The Draft Plan offers an opportunity to consider locating in a rural node within 
a 12km radius of original homestead. In addition the network of nodes has been examined 
and updated to ensure increased development opportunities at such locations for a range of 
categories of potential rural applicants as set out in the Rural Development Strategy of the 
Draft Development Plan.  
 
In conclusion, it is recommended that the rural housing policy as set out in this Draft 
Development Plan offers the best opportunity to comply with National and Regional policy 
while addressing the needs of rural communities to greatest possible extent. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
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Motion No. 258 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion The Plan should reflect the need to maintain 

and sustain village and rural services to 
encourage families to return to rural 
communities.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
Proactive measures are set out to promote nucleation in rural villages and rural nodes which 
will ultimately help reduce sprawl and allow for more efficient and sustainable use of 
resources.  It facilitates the provision of more sustainable housing options for rural 
communities through building up the capacity of rural villages and rural nodes to 
accommodate the future housing needs of rural dwellers not engaged in agriculture or rural 
economic enterprises. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 259 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that reference be made within 

Section 9.3 of the Draft Plan re; rural 
Housing to the European ruling on local rural 
housing needs and the subsequent 
correspondence from the Dept of Housing, 
Planning & Local Government. What 
consideration of the judgement has been 
given within the Draft CDP?   

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
National and Regional Planning guidance directs Local Authorities to sustainably manage 
future rural housing development.  To this end proactive measures are set out in the Draft 
Plan to promote nucleation in rural villages and rural nodes which will ultimately help 
reduce sprawl and allow for more efficient and sustainable use of resources.   
 
The current policy is not compliant with National and Regional Planning Guidance. 
Continuation of current levels of rural housing will result in irreversible damage to the rural 
environment including water quality and landscape character, further promoting 
unsustainable travel patterns will continue to have detrimental impacts on the need to 
reduce carbon emissions.  
 
The Draft Plan seeks to create opportunities for farm families to reside in a rural 
environment where they can contribute to the social capital of rural areas. The Draft Plan 
seeks to secure the long term vitality and viability of rural nodes by facilitating the housing 
needs of non land owning rural  dwellers in the extensive network of rural nodes. The Draft 
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Plan offers an opportunity to consider locating in a rural node within a 12km radius of 
original homestead. In addition the network of nodes has been examined and updated to 
ensure increased development opportunities at such locations for a range of categories of 
potential rural applicants as set out in the Rural Development Strategy of the Draft 
Development Plan.  
 
In conclusion, it is recommended that the rural housing policy as set out in this Draft Plan 
offers the best opportunity to comply with National and Regional policy while addressing 
the needs of rural communities to greatest possible extent. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

 

Motion No. 260 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that specific rural policy RUR POL 2 

(i) be amended to include for “those with 
demonstrable history of rural living to live 
and/or work in rural areas”. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
National and Regional Planning guidance directs Local Authorities to sustainably manage 
future rural housing development.  To this end proactive measures are set out in the Draft 
Plan to promote nucleation in rural villages and rural nodes which will ultimately help 
reduce sprawl and allow for more efficient and sustainable use of resources.   
 
The current policy is not compliant with National and Regional Planning Guidance. 
Continuation of current levels of rural housing will result in irreversible damage to the rural 
environment including water quality and landscape character, further promoting 
unsustainable travel patterns will continue to have detrimental impacts on the need to 
reduce carbon emissions.  
 
The Draft Plan seeks to create opportunities for farm families to reside in a rural 
environment where they can contribute to the social capital of rural areas. The Draft Plan 
seeks to secure the long term vitality and viability of rural nodes by facilitating the housing 
needs of non land owning rural  dwellers in the extensive network of rural nodes. The Draft 
Plan offers an opportunity to consider locating in a rural node within a 12km radius of 
original homestead. In addition the network of nodes has been examined and updated to 
ensure increased development opportunities at such locations for a range of categories of 
potential rural applicants as set out in the Rural Development Strategy of the Draft 
Development Plan.  
 
In conclusion, it is recommended that the rural housing policy as set out in this Draft Plan 
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offers the best opportunity to comply with National and Regional policy while addressing 
the needs of rural communities to greatest possible extent. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 261 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that specific rural policy RUR POL 2 

(ii) be amended to include for “those with 
demonstrable history of rural living to live 
and/or work in rural areas”. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
National and Regional Planning guidance directs Local Authorities to sustainably manage 
future rural housing development.  To this end proactive measures are set out in the Draft 
Plan to promote nucleation in rural villages and rural nodes which will ultimately help 
reduce sprawl and allow for more efficient and sustainable use of resources.   
 
The current policy is not compliant with National and Regional Planning Guidance. 
Continuation of current levels of rural housing will result in irreversible damage to the rural 
environment including water quality and landscape character, further promoting 
unsustainable travel patterns will continue to have detrimental impacts on the need to 
reduce carbon emissions.  
 
The Draft Plan seeks to create opportunities for farm families to reside in a rural 
environment where they can contribute to the social capital of rural areas. The Draft Plan 
seeks to secure the long term vitality and viability of rural nodes by facilitating the housing 
needs of non land owning rural  dwellers in the extensive network of rural nodes. The Draft 
Plan offers an opportunity to consider locating in a rural node within a 12km radius of 
original homestead. In addition the network of nodes has been examined and updated to 
ensure increased development opportunities at such locations for a range of categories of 
potential rural applicants as set out in the Rural Development Strategy of the Draft 
Development Plan.  
 
In conclusion, it is recommended that the rural housing policy as set out in this Draft Plan 
offers the best opportunity to comply with National and Regional policy while addressing 
the needs of rural communities to greatest possible extent. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Motion No. 262 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that Table 9.1 (a) Rural Housing 

Category 1 be amended so that 7 years is 
replaced by 5 years and Rural Housing 
Category 2 is amended to state 3 years and 
15 acres rather than 5 years and 25 acres.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
National and Regional Planning guidance directs Local Authorities to sustainably manage 
future rural housing development.  To this end proactive measures are set out in the Draft 
Plan to promote nucleation in rural villages and rural nodes which will ultimately help 
reduce sprawl and allow for more efficient and sustainable use of resources.   
 
The current policy is not compliant with National and Regional Planning Guidance. 
Continuation of current levels of rural housing will result in irreversible damage to the rural 
environment including water quality and landscape character, further promoting 
unsustainable travel patterns will continue to have detrimental impacts on the need to 
reduce carbon emissions.  
 
The Draft Plan seeks to create opportunities for farm families to reside in a rural 
environment where they can contribute to the social capital of rural areas. The Draft Plan 
seeks to secure the long term vitality and viability of rural nodes by facilitating the housing 
needs of non land owning rural  dwellers in the extensive network of rural nodes. The Draft 
Plan offers an opportunity to consider locating in a rural node within a 12km radius of 
original homestead. In addition the network of nodes has been examined and updated to 
ensure increased development opportunities at such locations for a range of categories of 
potential rural applicants as set out in the Rural Development Strategy of the Draft 
Development Plan.  
 
In conclusion, it is recommended that the rural housing policy as set out in this Draft Plan 
offers the best opportunity to comply with National and Regional policy while addressing 
the needs of rural communities to greatest possible extent. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

 

 

Motion No. 263 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that a policy be inserted in the Rural 

Housing Strategy re; the preparation of an 
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Irish Language Strategy during the lifetime of 
the Plan, in cooperation with the Gaeltacht 
community and activists to develop the life, 
use and visibility of the language within the 
county.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Section 9.10.2 of the of the Draft Plan states that “A language plan will be prepared for the 
Limisteir Pleanála Teanga (Language Planning District) for Rath Chairn and Baile Ghib in 
accordance with the Gaeltacht Act 2012. There is also a specific policy RD POL 43 that 
supports this where the policy is “To support the implementation of language plans for the 
Gaeltacht and the identification of Gaeltacht Service Towns and Irish language Networks in 
the Region, and to promote the development of the Gaeltacht in Meath in a manner that 
protects and enhances the distinctive linguistic and cultural heritage, whilst meeting the 
needs and aspirations of both residents and visitors alike”.  
 
There a number of specific policies included within both the Rath Chirn and Baile Ghib 
written statements, namely GHIB POL 1 and RATHC OL 1 where the policy is “To promote 
the linguistic and cultural heritage of Rathcairn/Baile Ghib Gaeltact and build on the 
distinctive charcater and sense of place on the village in a manner that enhances its 
linguistic and cultural distinctiveness, while also providing for development which will allow 
Rathcairn/Baile Ghib to develop in a sustainable manner, as an attractive place to live, work, 
recreate and visit, which reflecting its Gaeltacht distinctiveness”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 264 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Mike Bray 
Motion To carry out an analysis to determine the 

suitability of Greetiagh being designated as a 
Rural Node in the Kells MD and to be 
included if the finds are in line with the 
criteria for Rural Nodes 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
There is a slight degree of merit in this proposal given the established nucleus of 
development in Greetiagh which is centred on the pub at the crossroads; the clustering of 
pre-existing one-off dwellings to the immediate south; and, the shop/fuel station and Sean 
Newman Park GAA pitch extending to the northwest.  
 
The Planning Authority has conducted an analysis on the area at Greetiagh in order to 
determine the suitability of this location for designation as a Rural Node in the Kells 
Municipal District. It is considered that the designation of Bohermeen as a Rural Node 
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approximately 1km to the south-east contains sufficient lands to support rural-generated 
dwellings for members of the rural community in Greetiagh.    
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 265 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Sarah Reilly  
Motion The inclusion of Boyerstown as a Rural Node 

in the Navan Municipal District  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Although Boyerstown is not identified as a Graig in the current Meath County Development 
Plan 2013-2019, there is merit to this proposal given the established nucleus at Boyerstown 
which comprises a church; cemetery; national school; and, a number established one-off 
dwellings.   
 
The Planning Authority has conducted a brief analysis of lands at Boyerstown and it is 
considered suitable to designate this location as a Rural Node in the Navan Municipal 
District. The functional area of this nucleus is located some 450 metres to the north of the 
N51 (National Secondary Route), along the L-8008-20, at a location where the 50km/h 
speed limit applies. 
 
It is also considered that the area at Boyerstown contains sufficient lands to support the 
sustainable delivery of rural-generated dwellings for members of the rural community.    
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Designate lands at ‘Boyerstown’ and ‘Mullaghmore or Allerstown’ as a Rural Node in the 
Navan Municipal District 
 

Motion No. 266 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Padraig Fitzsimons 
Motion The inclusion of Boyerstown as a Rural Node 

in the Navan Municipal District  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Although Boyerstown is not identified as a Graig in the current Meath County Development 
Plan 2013-2019, there is merit to this proposal given the established nucleus at Boyerstown 
which comprises a church; cemetery; national school; and, a number established one-off 
dwellings.   
 
The Planning Authority has conducted a brief analysis of lands at Boyerstown and it is 
considered suitable to designate this location as a Rural Node in the Navan Municipal 
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District. The functional area of this nucleus is located some 450 metres to the north of the 
N51 (National Secondary Route), along the L-8008-20, at a location where the 50km/h 
speed limit applies. 
 
It is also considered that the area at Boyerstown contains sufficient lands to support the 
sustainable delivery of rural-generated dwellings for members of the rural community.    
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Designate lands at ‘Boyerstown’ and ‘Mullaghmore or Allerstown’ as a Rural Node in the 
Navan Municipal District 
 

 

Motion No. 267 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Tommy Reilly  
Motion The inclusion of Boyerstown as a Rural Node 

in the Navan Municipal District  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Although Boyerstown is not identified as a Graig in the current Meath County Development 
Plan 2013-2019, there is merit to this proposal given the established nucleus at Boyerstown 
which comprises a church; cemetery; national school; and, a number established one-off 
dwellings.   
 
The Planning Authority has conducted a brief analysis of lands at Boyerstown and it is 
considered suitable to designate this location as a Rural Node in the Navan Municipal 
District. The functional area of this nucleus is located some 450 metres to the north of the 
N51 (National Secondary Route), along the L-8008-20, at a location where the 50km/h 
speed limit applies. 
 
It is also considered that the area at Boyerstown contains sufficient lands to support the 
sustainable delivery of rural-generated dwellings for members of the rural community.    
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Designate lands at ‘Boyerstown’ and ‘Mullaghmore or Allerstown’ as a Rural Node in the 
Navan Municipal District 
 

Motion No. 268 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Tommy Reilly  
Motion Designation of suitable areas for Rural Nodes 

in Lower Ardmulchan, Hayestown. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
It is considered that the area to which this motion relates is focused around the filling 
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station situated at the intersection of the L-1600-00 and the L-3411-17 in the townland of 
Haystown and Carnuff Little which has been historically subject to considerable one-off 
residential developments on individual plots.   
 
There is not substantial justification for the designation of a Rural Node at this location on 
account of the designation of Yellow Furze as a Rural Node approximately 2.5km to the 
south-east. It is considered that Yellow Furze contains sufficient lands that will support 
services to serve the local needs for members of the rural community in Lower Ardmulchan, 
Hayestown area in a manner that    would proceed in both a sustainable and appropriate 
scale. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 269 
Councillor(s) Cllrs. Sharon Keogan & Amanda Smith  
Motion The inclusion of Cushinstown as a Rural 

Node in the Ashbourne Municipal District  
Chief Executive’s Response 
It is recognised that there is an established albeit elongated nucleus of development in the 
Cushinstown area which stretches from Kilmoon Cross (N2 intersection) northwards for 
approximately 2 km along the R152 to Crossmacole Cemetery.  
 
While Cushinstown is not identified as a Graig in the current Meath County Development 
Plan 2013-2019, there is merit to this proposal given the extent of established services and 
facilities in this area which is centred on a number of services removed from the 
intersection including the filling station and shop development; national school; pre-school; 
athletic club; horticultural business; the pub; cemetery; and a number established one-off 
dwellings.   
 
The Planning Authority has conducted an analysis of lands at Cushinstown and it is 
considered suitable to designate the functional area at Cushinstown as a Rural Node in the 
Ashbourne Municipal District. It is not considered desirable or safe to encourage the 
designation of a Rural Node at the intersection of a national Primary Route, the N2, at 
a location where the 100km/h speed limit applies, and so, the concentration of this nucleus 
should be focused at the functional area along the R152 (Regional Road) at locations where 
the 50km/h and 60km/h speed limits apply. The area must also have regard to the N2 
corridor.  
 
It is also considered that the area at Cushinstown contains sufficient lands to provide for 
small-scale infill residential development, support small-scale employment opportunities 
and community facilities to serve local needs whilst maintaining the rural nature of the 
node. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Designate lands at ‘Cushinstown’ as a Rural Node in the Ashbourne Municipal District 



Page 171 of 272 
 

 

Motion No. 270 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking to extend the boundary of the 

Lobinstown Rural Node to include the 
playground and surrounding properties.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
This proposal is reasonable. The playground is located approximately 300 metres east of the 
centre of the Rural Node at Lobinstown. Therefore, it is considered rational to extend the 
Rural Node boundary eastwards to include the extent of the playground and 2 no. pre-
existing residential properties. This amendment would be considered to accord with the 
proper planning and sustainable development of the area.  
 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Extend the eastern boundary of the Lobinstown Rural Node to include the recently 
constructed playground and 2 no. adjacent residential properties. 
 

Motion No. 271 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Sarah Reilly  
Motion To include Mullaghea as a Rural Node in the 

Kells Municipal District 
Chief Executive’s Response 
It is recognised that there is an established nucleus of development in the Mullaghea area 
which is centred on the church at the crossroads. Mullaghea is identified as a Graig in the 
current Meath County Development Plan 2013-2019. However, given the pre-existing 
pattern of development in this particular area, it is not considered that there are sufficient 
lands available in appropriate locations to support rural-generated dwellings in this area.    
 
Moreover, on account of the concentration of this nucleus at an intersection of a National 
Secondary Route, the N52, at a location where the 80km/h speed limit applies, it is not 
considered desirable or safe to encourage the designation of a Rural Node at this particular 
location. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 272 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Sarah Reilly  
Motion To include Moylagh as a Rural Node 
Chief Executive’s Response 
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A Rural Node designation has been allocated to include an area supporting Dromone in the 
Kells Municipal District which corresponds to the Moylagh area.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 273 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that the rural housing policy support 

persons engaged in economic activity within 
those same rural areas. The Development 
Plan must recognise that many businesses 
start on a small scale and tend to grow on 
the basis of the capital earned by the 
business.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
RUR POL 7 supports “all applications for rural dwellings based on established rural 
businesses shall include detailed documentary evidence of compliance with the Rural 
Housing Policy” including their intrinsic links to the area and evidence that the business is 
planning compliant and established for a  minimum of 5 years and that the principal income 
is derived from the said business.  
 
The Draft CDP makes provision for applicants for rural dwellings based on established rural 
businesses subject to compliance with the requirements set out in Tables 9 1a) and 1b) and 
where it is demonstrated that the development would not prejudice the environment and 
the rural character of the area. (Section 9.1.1 and RUR POL 7 refers).  
 
Extract from Section 9.1.1 
(iii) Persons who can satisfy the Planning Authority by way of documentary evidence that 
their rural business is planning compliant, has been established and operating for a 
minimum of 5 years. 
 
RUR POL 7          All Applications for rural dwellings based on established rural businesses 

shall include detailed documentary evidence of compliance with the rural 
housing policy as set out in RUR POL 14 as follows: 

                          -Documentary evidence that the rural business is planning compliant, has 
been established and operating for a minimum of 5 years; 

                             -Details of principal occupation and documentary evidence that principal 
income is derived from the business; 

                           -Completed Local Housing Needs Assessment Form 
                           -Land Registry Certificate and land holding maps of all land holdings in family 

ownership in County Meath; 
                            -Documentary evidence of date of acquisition/purchase of family land 

holding; 
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                           -Details of all places of residence of the applicant over the previous 10 years; 
                           -Documentary evidence of the applicants Intrinsic Links to the area which 

shall include, where applicable, : Copy of applicant entry on Electoral Register, 
Evidence of attendance at Local School confirmed in writing by the School, 
Evidence of Membership of local community/sports groups; letter from a 
Financial Institution confirming address, Utility bills confirming address. 

                                 
                           The Planning Authority may seek additional information to that set out above 

if considered necessary. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended.  
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Chapter 10 

 

Climate Change 
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Motion No. 274 
Councillor(s) Cllr Ronan Moore  
Motion "To ask the Council in '10.0 Chapter 10 

Climate Change Strategy' to include an 
additional objective in  
'10.6.6. Ecosystems and Biodiversity' to read 
'To actively encourage biodiversity through 
the planting of native trees and shrubs; the 
creation of managed wild gardens and 
grasslands; introducing biodiversity friendly 
mowing on council controlled/owned lands 
where appropriate; ceasing or limiting the 
use of  
pesticides; and to investigate best practices 
in how to improve the landscape for 
biodiversity". 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Biodiversity is vital because all of life depends on it for survival and humans in particular rely 
on it for food, clean air and water, clothing and building materials, as well as for medicines 
and places in which to unwind and reconnect with nature.  Our biodiversity underpins 
important economic sectors such as agriculture and tourism and provides many other 
benefits or ecosystem services free of charge which can be grouped into four main 
categories: 

• Provisioning services (production of food and water, etc.) 
• Regulating services (e.g. the control of climate and disease) 
• Supporting services (e.g. nutrient cycling and crop pollination) 
• Cultural services (such as spiritual and recreational benefits)  

The National; Biodiversity Plan 2017-2021 sets out Ireland’s vision for biodiversity which is: 
“That biodiversity and ecosystems in Ireland are conserved and restored, delivering benefits 
essential for all sectors of society and that Ireland contributes to efforts to halt the loss of 
biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems in the EU and globally.” The strategic themes 
and aims of the National Plan are reflected in the County Meath Biodiversity Action Plan 
2015-2020.  The Council has signed up as a partner to the All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-
2020.  The draft Plan has a number of policies and objectives in relation to safeguarding and 
protecting the county’s biodiversity (as set out in Chapter 8) and a climate change strategy 
(as set up in Chapter 10).   The NPWS has stated that ‘Climate change has major indirect 
impacts on Irish biodiversity through its interaction with other stressors, in particular habitat 
fragmentation and loss; over-exploitation; pollution of air, water and soil; and spread of 
invasive species’.  Due to the cross-cutting nature of biodiversity the proposed motion has 
merit to reinforce the connection between biodiversity and climate change.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
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Insert a new objective ED XX as follows: 
 
'To actively encourage biodiversity through the planting of native trees and shrubs; the 
creation of managed wild gardens and grasslands; introducing biodiversity friendly mowing 
on council controlled/owned lands where appropriate; ceasing or limiting the use of 
pesticides; and to investigate best practices in how to improve the landscape for 
biodiversity’ 
 
 

Motion No. 275 
Councillor(s) Cllr Alan Tobin  
Motion Planning permissions must preserve 

hedgerows unless instructed to remove 
them by local authority. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Hedgerows are an important visual feature in the landscape and form part of the historical 
and archaeological heritage of the county.  They also serve a number of very important 
environmental and biodiversity functions.  In the Development Management process public 
safety requirements for sightlines may require the removal of some hedgerows. However 
this is kept to a minimum.  The draft Plan contains a number of policies and objectives to 
support the sustainable management of Meath’s hedgerow resource and to support the 
retention of existing trees and hedgerows (e.g. RUR OBJ 22, RUR OBJ 23, RUR POL 31, RUR 
POL 32, HER POL 37, HER POL 38, HER POL 39, HER POL 40, DM OBJ 39, DM OBJ 116). 
 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended  
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Chapter 11  

Development Management Standards  

& 

Land Use Zoning Objectives 
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Motion No. 276 
Councillor(s) Emer Tobin 
Motion That all new housing estates that are built in 

County Meath be named in the Irish 
language. The selected name may give 
reference to the local history, heritage, 
culture or topography of the area,  

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is a requirement of the Draft CDP that the names of residential developments are in 
English accompanied by an Irish translation.  Bilingual (Irish & English) street name plates, 
shall be erected on all estate roads at a location that is clearly visible. Objective DM OBJ 51 
refers.  
 
It is also stated policy that the name proposed for all residential developments shall be 
clearly linked with the locality in which the scheme is located and reflect local place names, 
particularly townlands or local names which reflect the landscape or culture and /or history, 
including names of historical persons who have some association with the area. (DM POL 12 
and DM OBJ 50 refers) 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required  
 

Motion No. 277 
Councillor(s) Wayne Harding 
Motion To extend the written wording of uses 

within ‘H1 High amenity’ to have a national 
guideline of expanded use to increase 
tourism 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Lands identified as areas of ‘High Amenity’ are of intrinsic value to the surrounding 
landscape. Whilst it is acknowledged these lands are often important tourist destinations it 
is important that any development is minimised to preserve the landscape.  
 
The Land Use Zoning Objectives set out in section 11.16 of the Draft Plan indicates that 
cycleways, greenways, trail developments, land and water based recreational activities, 
open space, and cultural activities are all ‘Permitted uses’ on these lands whilst kiosks, 
restaurants, and tea rooms are all ‘Open for consideration. By expanding the ‘permitted’ or 
‘open for consideration’ uses on these lands there are concerns regarding the potential 
impact this would have on such sensitive landscapes and locations. It is for this reason that 
it is considered the uses on these lands should be limited to that set out in the Draft Plan. 
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

 

Motion No. 278 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian  
Motion That existing buildings used by all state 

agencies be made Disability Friendly. For 
example Post Offices in particular that 
currently do not all for use by wheelchair 
users.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council will seek to encourage the implementation of best practice standards with 
regard to access in both indoor and outdoor environments to ensure that people with 
disabilities and the mobility impaired encounter reduced physical barriers to access and 
movement (see DM OBJ 8  in Chapter 9 of the Draft CDP). 
 
The Council will liaise with state agencies through the appropriate planning process with 
regard to development proposals that relate to the adaption/enhancement of existing 
building stock. However, the onus of ensuring that existing building stock is disability 
friendly is responsibility the relevant state agency and not the County Council and therefore, 
the motion is not considered to be a matter for inclusion in the Development Plan.   
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 279 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian  
Motion That all new housing and public building 

designs be disability proofed prior to final 
grant of planning permission in line with the 
National Disability Strategy.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
  
While the Council ensures that persons with disabilities are included in discussions regarding 
the design and planning of buildings and spaces at design and pre-planning stage of 
proposed development; the relevant legislation which sets out standards to ensure that 
buildings are accessible to and usable by everyone, including older people, people with 
disabilities and people with children is Part M of the Building Regulations (see Section 11.6.2 
– ‘Access for All’ in the Draft CDP).   
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It is therefore considered that ensuring that all new housing and public building designs be 
disability proofed prior to final grant of planning permission is a matter for building control 
and not the Development Plan.   
 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

 

Motion No. 280 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe  
Motion To promote car parking in towns and villages 

to make them more business and tourism 
friendly  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
While the provision of safe, convenient and adequate off-street car parking provision to 
support and enhance both business and tourism in the County’s towns and villages is 
recognised; Meath County Council is also conscious of encouraging a shift away from car 
dependency to more sustainable forms of transport (see Section 11.11.1 ‘Parking Standards’ 
in Chapter 11 of the Draft CDP). 
 
Moreover, the ultimate aim with respect to tourism in the County is to strengthen the 
appeal to international visitors. It is a policy of the Draft CDP to facilitate the development 
of tourism infrastructure which includes car and coach parking in designated hubs 
throughout the County (see ED POL 36 in Chapter 4 of the Draft CDP. In this regard, Meath 
County Council will work closely with Fáilte Ireland and their strategies which set out various 
frameworks and mechanisms for the delivery of investment to cities, towns, villages, 
communities and businesses across the country. 
 
The Draft CDP also contains commentary relating to car parking standards in the County’s 
rural towns and villages with discretion on applying these car parking standards in respect of 
the availability and adequacy of on street parking, existing or proposed off street parking to 
serve a development and the status of that town/village within the settlement hierarchy of 
County Meath.  
 
As such, it recognised in the Draft CDP that a balance must be struck in the provision of 
sufficient car parking - particularly in settlements which are currently poorly served by 
public transport networks whilst also being mindful of the need to promote a shift towards 
more sustainable forms of transport. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Motion No. 281 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe  
Motion Provision of electric car charging facilities in 

every town and village in Meath 
Chief Executive’s Response 
 
There is a Government target to electrify all new cars and vans by 2030 and there is a 
number of charging points present around the County. Meath County Council promotes the 
further installation and expansion of charging points and the Draft CDP contains substantial 
commentary across a number of chapters in respect of the provision of EV charging 
throughout the County.  
 
Policies and objectives in the Draft CDP seek to facilitate the provision of electricity charging 
infrastructure for electric vehicles both on street and in new developments in accordance 
with car parking standards and best practice (see MOV POL 16; and, DM OBJ 30, DM OBJ 
166 and DM OBJ 167).  
 
The Council will liaise and collaborate with relevant agencies in order to support and 
encourage the growth of electric vehicles (including EBikes) with support 
facilities/infrastructure, through a roll-out of additional electric charging points at 
appropriate locations in the County. This objective will also include the retrofitting of 
charging points in existing urban centres and park and ride facilities throughout the County 
where there is sufficient demand (MOV OBJ 20 and MOV OBJ 21 in Chapter 5 of the Draft 
CDP). 
 
Therefore, it is considered that the content of the Draft CDP with regard to the provision of 
electric car charging facilities in County Meath is sufficient and no change to the Draft CDP is 
required.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 282 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe  
Motion To provide well designed open green space 

and parking in new housing developments 
that will demonstrate a sense of community 
and pride. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
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It is a requirement of the Draft CDP that new housing developments provide accessible and 
useable open space which complements residential layout and can be informally supervised 
by residents. A variety of spaces should be provided to cater for the active and passive 
recreational needs of children and adults of all ages. (See Section 11.7.9 ‘Open Space’ in 
Chapter 11) 
 
At design stage of new schemes, existing green infrastructure (e.g. trees, hedgerows and 
wetland sites) should be identified and should guide the design of an appropriate site 
layout.  It is a policy of the plan that planning applications comply with the standards of 
Section 4.18 of the Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas, Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities, DEHLG, (2009). (See DM POL 8) 
 
In addition, it is the objective of the Council that a minimum rate of 15% of total site area of 
a residential development provide public open space and where possible, be connected to 
provide green linkages for wildlife habitats and improving walking and cycling permeability. 
All planning applications for residential development shall be accompanied by a landscaping 
scheme prepared by a suitably qualified professional. (See DM OBJ 34, DM OBJ 35, DM OBJ 
36, DM OBJ 37, DM OBJ 38, DM OBJ 39 and DM OBJ 40).  
 
In respect of car parking provision, objectives in the Draft CDP indicate that car parking shall 
normally be provided within the development site with parking provided within the 
curtilage of detached and semi-detached housing; at basement level for apartments or in 
small-scale informal groups overlooked by residential units. The use of screen planting, low 
walls and use of different textured/coloured paving will reduce the visual impact of car 
parking spaces. (See DM OBJ 163and DM OBJ 165 of Chapter 11). 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 283 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion That all housing developments name and 

display their developments in both Irish and 
English and when estates are taken in 
charge, street signs be in both Irish and 
English. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is a requirement of the Draft CDP that the names of residential developments are in 
English accompanied by an Irish translation. Bilingual (Irish & English) street name plates, 
are required to be erected on all estate roads at a location that is clearly visible. Objective 
DM OBJ 51 refers.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
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No change recommended  
 

Motion No. 284 
Councillor(s) Joe Bonner 
Motion That the development plan has a specific 

objective that 
 
‘All residential development of 10 or more 
units (excluding residential developments 
exclusively for use by the aged) must provide 
a play area of sufficient size and adequately 
equipped to meet the needs of the projected 
child population of the development. These 
playgrounds to be completely finished and 
equipped to meet the needs of all children 
prior to occupancy of any of the houses. 
These playgrounds to be positioned in the 
development, such a location to be 
overlooked by a no. of houses.’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The delivery and siting of specific areas and types of open space/play areas is provided for 
an outlined in Chapter 11 and will ultimately form part of the Development Management 
process. It is a requirement that each planning application shall comply with the standards 
outlined in Section 4.18 of the Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas, 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities, DEHLG, (2009) or any updates thereof. (DM POL 8 
refers). 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 
 

 

Motion No. 285 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To fully support DM POL OBJ 1,2,3,4 To 

prepare and implement a Public Realm 
Strategy for Ratoath at the earliest 
opportunity once the Development Plan is 
adopted.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
DM OBJ 4: To prepare a Public Realm Strategy for Kells and Ratoath over the life of this 
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Development Plan. 
 
Support for the above objective is acknowledged and noted.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 286 
Councillor(s) Gillian Toole 
Motion Proposes amendment to DM OBJ 141 

(amendment in bold)“dual function of sports 
facilities/halls etc., outside hours shall be a 
condition of planning permission, (will be 
encouraged)  where the use of the school 
facilities will be a benefit to the wider 
community, however, any such outside 
usage of the school should not be to the 
detriment of adjoining residential 
amenities.” 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The existing policy statements provides policy support for the dual use of schools.DM OBJ 
141 (as stated) and  SOC POL 19 below refers.  
 
SOC POL 19 To encourage, support and develop opportunities to open up schools to wider 

community usage in conjunction with the Department of Education and Skills 
and other stakeholders. 

 
However, specific works/use of buildings/property outside of Council ownership is outside 
the remit of the Council and therefore outside the scope of the development plan.  
However, through the Development Management process, and in discussions with the 
Department and Skills, the Planning Authority will encourage and promote the dual function 
of sports facilities outside of school hours, whilst also ensuring that existing residential 
amenities are protected. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 287 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to have a specific objective included 

in the Draft plan re; the naming for new 
residential developments and that they be 
“As Gaeilge” or bilingually. 
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Chief Executive’s Response 
Section 11.7.11 of the Draft Plan addresses the issue of naming of residential developments. 
DM OBJ 51 “Names shall be in English accompanied by an Irish translation. Name plates 
shall be fixed to walls and buildings where they can be clearly seen. Bilingual (Irish and 
English) street name plates, shall be erected on all estate roads, at a location that is clearly 
visible”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 288 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that a specific policy be included in 

the Draft Plan-that no permission be given 
for new hot food takeaways within 1km of 
primary and/or secondary schools.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Section 11.8.2 of the Draft Plan addresses the topic of Fast Food/takeaway outlets.  
DM POL 23 “Give careful consideration to the appropriateness and location of fast food 
outlets in the vicinity of schools and; where considered appropriate, to restrict the opening of 
new fast food/takeaway outlets in close proximity to schools so as to protect the health and 
wellbeing of school going children”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 289 
Councillor(s) Damien O’ Reilly 
Motion • Amend DM OBJ 133  

Sustainability, is the location 
served by a good public 
road network, access to 
transport, pedestrian and 
cycle facilities and activities 
for the active over 55s such 
as golf and other sporting 
options, arts, crafts and 
music option, proximity to 
a hotel and or other 
facilities. Self contained 
Equestrian 
Centre’s/Country Estate 
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must be regarded as 
appropriate sustainable 
innovative locations.  

 
• To develop active over 55s village 

type bungalow accommodation, 
which includes a village hall, library 
and craft centres and well-designed 
safe and secure recreational outdoor 
space.  

 
• This motion recognises that the 

provision of retirement villages will 
inevitable include low density 
housing development and should 
therefore not just be confined to 
towns and villages where sites have 
an expectation of high density and 
command premium prices but should 
include sites within reasonable 
walking distance of an existing village 
or town with good provision of 
walkways and paths to facilities.  

 
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan makes provision for the housing needs of older people in towns 
and villages in accordance with National guidance set out in the ‘National Planning 
Framework 2018’, ‘Housing Options for our Aging Population’ 2019 and ‘SOITAR’ (National 
Age Friendly Programme). 
 
National policy recommends that the housing needs of older people are provided for in 
towns and villages close to existing services and facilities, supported by universal design and 
improved urban amenities, including public spaces and parks as well as direct and accessible 
walking routes. It is recognised that the provision of such development in the rural 
countryside is contrary to policy guidance for reasons relating to sustainability, poor 
accessibility and lack of public transport, social exclusion and isolation. 
 
The provision of such accommodation in existing towns and villages can provide 
opportunities for older people to downsize from larger houses within their existing 
communities and actively supports ageing in place. Older people can therefore choose 
housing that is appropriate and responsive to more complex needs, enable them to enjoy 
more active, healthy and socially connected lives and to age healthily and safely within their 
community. Simultaneously older people contribute a wealth of skills and experiences that 
enhance all communities bringing significant value across the generations. 
 
In conclusion, the policy as set out in this Draft Development Plan is consistent with national 
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policy and best practice guidance and meets the housing needs of older people in a 
sustainable manner.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

 

Motion No. 290 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to modify specific objective DM OBJ 

36 re; Masterplans to change 8 acres to 10 
acres and insert at the end “Masterplans will 
be prepared by Council, and developments 
phased, to help co-ordinate and ensure 
delivery”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
This objective pertains to residential developments where the future population would 
exceed 1,000 persons, This would equate to residential developments of approximately 350 
residential units or more which are subject to a Strategic Housing Development Application 
to be determined by An Bord Pleanala. Given that any application for a residential 
development of 50 or more units will be subject to a Social Infrastructure Assessment under 
SOC POL 6 of the Draft Plan, it is not be considered necessary to include a more onerous 
objective in this instance, given that many of the higher tier settlements have specific 
objectives included within their written statements to established regional parks within the 
lifetime of the Plan such as In Ashbourne and Dunboyne.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 291 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion  Seeking to insert of specific policy DM POL 

12 re; Masterplans “and will be agreed by 
majority vote at Municipal District level”  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The naming of residential developments shall be a matter for the recently established 
naming committee as agreed at the Planning, Economic Development and Enterprise 
Strategic Policy Committee. The naming committee comprises the SEO Planning, the County 
Librarian and the Conservation Officer. 
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 292 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to amend the first sentence of DM 

POL 51 so that it reads as “names shall be in 
Irish accompanied by an English translation”.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Section 11.7.11 of the Draft Plan addresses the issue of naming of residential developments. 
DM OBJ 51 specifically addresses this matter where the objective is that “Names shall be in 
English accompanied by an Irish translation. Name plates shall be fixed to walls and 
buildings where they can be clearly seen. Bilingual (Irish and English) street name plates, 
shall be erected on all estate roads, at a location that is clearly visible”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 293 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that the last sentence of specific 

objective DM OBJ 54 re; naming of 
residential developments be omitted and 
replaced with “The names shall be decided 
at municipal district level in consultation 
with the Meath County Council Naming 
Committee”.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The naming of residential developments shall be a matter for the recently established 
naming committee as agreed at the Planning, Economic Development and Enterprise 
Strategic Policy Committee. The naming committee comprises the SEO Planning, the County 
Librarian and the Conservation Officer. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 294 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to insert an objective in the Draft 

Plan re; signage on shop fronts as follows 
“To encourage and support the use of the 
Irish language on shop front signage will be 
encouraged”.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
DM OBJ 98 within the Development management Standards and Land Use Zoning 
Objectives Chapter specifically addresses the issue of lettering on shop fronts where the 
objective is “Generally, individually mounted lettering or hand painted lettering is required.  
Letter design shall be simple and legible”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 295 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Paul McCabe  
Motion To provide electric car charging facilities at 

all new petrol/service stations. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
It is a requirement of the Draft CDP that proposals for new and extended service stations 
will be carefully considered.  It is an objective of the plan that EV Charging points for electric 
cars shall be provided with every new/extended service station. (See Section 11.8.1.4 
‘Service Stations’ of Chapter 11). 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 296 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Maria Murphy 
Motion To condition planning permissions for large 

developments containing crèche facilities 
and playgrounds to be completed in the 
early stages of the development. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
There is merit to this proposal as the appropriate phasing of larger residential developments 
is essential for the early delivery of open space, infrastructure and social facilities which is 
important for the overall integration of such schemes with new residents.  
 
In the interests of orderly development, at pre-planning and planning stage of proposals for 
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large developments, the Planning Authority request the envisaged phasing of an overall 
development to be indicated on a site layout plan. As a matter of course, larger 
developments are conditioned by the Planning Authority to be carried out on a phased basis 
with the first stage of such a scheme generally including a limited number of dwelling units 
together with the installation of pedestrian/cycle connections and associated site works.  
 
Planning conditions normally state that details of the first phase shall be submitted to, and 
agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior to commencement. Moreover, work on 
subsequent phases is generally conditioned so that further development works shall not 
commence until written agreement is given by the Planning Authority to commence the 
next phase(s). In many cases, only a limited percentage of residential units shall be made 
available for occupation before completion of community infrastructure such as a crèche. 
 
Section 11.7.7 ‘Dwelling Design, Size & Mix’ in Chapter 11 of the Draft CDP contains 
commentary on the requirement of all applications for residential development to include a 
phasing plan which ensures that open space and infrastructure serving dwellings in a 
particular phase is completed to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. In addition, it is 
an objective of the Draft CDP to require that all applications for residential development 
shall be accompanied by a detailed phasing plan (see DM OBJ 29). 
 
In light of the above, it is considered acceptable to amend the wording the Draft CDP to 
include reference to the early delivery of crèches and playgrounds in the detailed phasing 
plans for larger developments.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend the wording of the following paragraph in the Draft CDP to read as: All applications 
for residential development shall include a phasing plan. Phasing proposals shall ensure that 
open space and infrastructure to serve dwellings in a given phase e.g. public lighting, 
footpaths, and community facilities such as crèches and playgrounds are completed to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Authority prior to the initiation of the succeeding phase. 
 
and,  
 
Amend the wording of DM OBJ 29 in the Draft CDP to read as follows:  ‘To require that all 
applications for residential development shall be accompanied by a detailed phasing plan 
which demonstrates the early delivery of key infrastructure associated with that scheme’. 
 

Motion No. 297 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Nick Killian  
Motion That the naming of new housing estates 

would give reference to the local history, 
heritage and topography of the area and 
that the Irish language would be given 
preference in the naming of estates.  
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Chief Executive’s Response 
It is a requirement of the Draft CDP that the names of residential developments are in 
English accompanied by an Irish translation. Bilingual (Irish & English) street name plates, 
shall be erected on all estate roads at a location that is clearly visible. Objective DM OBJ 51 
refers.  
 
In addition, it is also stated policy that the name proposed for all residential developments 
shall be clearly linked with the locality in which the scheme is located and reflect local place 
names, particularly townlands or local names which reflect the landscape or culture and /or 
history, including names of historical persons who have some association with the area. 
(Please see DM POL 12 and DM OBJ 50) 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 298 
Councillor(s) Gillian Toole 
Motion Motion for criteria to be taken into account 

regarding the assessment of development 
proposals for fastfood/takeaway outlets 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council refers to Section 11.8.1.1 ‘Fast Food/ Takeaway Outlets’ of the Draft CDP where 
it is acknowledged that fast food and takeaway outlets have the potential to cause noise, 
littering which can detract from the amenities of an area. In this regard, any proposals for 
new or extended fast food/ takeaway outlets will be carefully considered on a case by case 
basis.  
 
Moreover, the Council refer to specific policy which reads as follows: ‘Give careful 
consideration to the appropriateness and location of fast food outlets in the vicinity of 
schools and; where considered appropriate, to restrict the opening of new fast 
food/takeaway outlets in close proximity to schools so as to protect the health and wellbeing 
of school going children’ (see DM POL 23 of Draft CDP). 
 
It is considered that the above-mentioned policy of the Draft CDP is sufficient to address the 
proposed motion.   
 
Chapter 7 of the Development Plan sets out the Council’s policies and objectives in respect 
of its ‘Healthy Meath Strategy’. An over concentration of such uses will affect achievement 
of the objectives of this strategy. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Motion No. 299 
Councillor(s) Cllr Alan Tobin 
Motion Seeking that Meath County Council commit 

to replacing all public lighting units with LED 
lighting by 2026.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
Section 11.6.3 of the Draft Plan addresses the topic of Public Lighting. DM POL 3 specifically 
states that “All public lighting proposals shall be in accordance with the Council’s Public 
Lighting Technical specification & requirements, June 2017, and the Council’s Public Lighting 
Policy, December 2017, (or any updates thereof)”.   
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended  
 

 

Motion No. 300 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking to amend Section 4.23 of the Draft 

Plan re; Shop Fronts to insert “In order not to 
cause excessive light pollution, exterior sign 
lighting including LED sign lights as 
commonly used by pharmacies and service 
stations should be restricted and conditional 
to the opening hours of the said business” 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Section 11.11.4 of the Plan addresses the topic of illuminated signage. This section of the 
Plan states the following “The type of illuminated signs, internally or externally illuminated 
individual letter/neon tubes, should be determined by consideration of the design of the 
building and its location.... Neon tubular strip lighting is generally not acceptable”. The issue 
of signage is usually addressed by means of an appropriate planning condition as part of the 
development management process.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 301 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking to have statement included within 

Section 11.8.2 of the Draft Plan to state “the 
choice of coloured cladding used is to be 
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most suitable to Ireland’s natural landscape” 
in industrial, office, warehousing and 
business park developments.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The topic of Industrial Office, Warehousing and Business Park Development is addressed in 
section 11.8.2 of the Draft Plan. This section of the plan contains a specific objective DM OBJ 
105 where the objective is “To require innovative contemporary designs for new industrial, 
office, warehousing and business park developments”. External finishes are considered to 
constitute an integral part of the design process.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 302 
Councillor(s) Cllr Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that DB OBJ 125 in Section 11.8.3 of 

the Draft Plan re; agricultural buildings and 
structures be amended to read as follows 
“The use of dark and light green coloured 
cladding is to correlate with Ireland’s natural 
landscape and is most suitable for farm 
buildings”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
DB OBJ 125 is very clear in terms of the appropriate colourings for agricultural buildings 
which are predominantly set within our rural landscape. The DM OBJ 125 objective 
promotes “The use of dark coloured cladding, for example dark browns, greys, greens and 
reds are most suitable for farm buildings, and roof areas should be darker than walls”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended  
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Volume 2 

 

Written Statement for Settlements 
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Ashbourne  

Motion No. 303 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion 
 

To change the zoning of the land adjacent to 
the old Killegland graveyard (currently 
residential) to open space 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The subject lands have an area of c.0.8ha abutting Killegland graveyard to the south and 
between two residential developments ‘Churchfields’ and ‘Bourne View’. 
 
The graveyard and its surrounding lands to the north of the site have an area of c.0.93ha.  
 
The Council is presently progressing the development of a Linear Park along the 
Broadmeadow River to the north of the site. When completed this will be a quality 
recreational amenity for local residents. This will be the focal point for the provision of 
future open space in this part of Ashbourne. 
 
The subject site is an infill site which would support the consolidation of development 
within the built up area of Ashbourne. This is accordance with national policy set out in the 
NPF whereby National Policy Objective 3c requires at least 30% of all new homes to be 
delivered within the existing built up footprint of settlements. 
 
As part of any development of these lands an appropriate provision of open space would be 
required to be provided for future residents. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 304 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To change the zoning of MCC lands at 

Hunters Lane, Ashbourne from G1 
‘Community Infrastructure’ to 
B1’Commercial/Town or Village Centre and 
to designate part of the adjacent lands for a 
park and ride and playground facility 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The subject lands were identified as ‘open space’ in the Draft Plan due to their location in 
the Flood Zone. There would be serious concerns with regard to any proposal to amend the 
land use zoning to a town centre use as such a use would not be likely to generate a ‘water 
compatible’ development.  
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In addition to the flooding issue, there are also concerns regarding zoning lands for ‘town 
centre’ uses in the location proposed, given that this part of the town is more residential in 
character. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 305 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To change the zoning of lands identified for 

open space (F1) in the C.E. Draft to ‘New 
Residential’ to fund the future development 
of Ashbourne United Football Club. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The subject lands are located adjacent to Archerstown Wood residential development. 
These lands are centrally located in Ashbourne and are in a part of the town that is generally 
well served by public open space. 
 
The development of part of these lands for residential uses would support the consolidation 
of residential development in the urban core of the town which would be in accordance 
with national policy, whereby National Policy Objective 3c of the NPF requires at least 30% 
of new homes to be located within the existing built up of settlements. 
 
However the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment carried out as part of the Draft Plan identified 
these lands as being susceptible to flooding and therefore recommended that they are 
zoned for water compatible uses. Based on this recommendation these lands were zoned as 
‘Open Space’. Taking this into account these lands are not appropriate for the development 
of housing. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 

 

Motion No. 306 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To prepare a Joint Local Area Plan with 

Fingal to open up zoned lands near M2 at 
Rath, Co. Meath and Coolquay on the N2 
south of Ashbourne 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The employment lands at Rath abut with lands identified for employment uses in Fingal. 
These lands in Fingal are subject to the preparation of a Master Plan. This Master Plan area 
is identified as ‘MP 3.A’ in the Fingal Development Plan 2017-2023. 
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A Framework Plan (now referred to as a ‘Master Plan 2 in the Ashbourne Written 
Statement’) was approved on these lands in 2013. This includes details of the future access 
to the Master Plan area. 
 
It does not appear that ‘MP 3.A’ in Fingal has been approved at the time of writing. 
 
In order to ensure a coherent and co-ordinated strategy is prepared in this part of 
Ashbourne the Council will engage with Fingal if any amendments to this Master Plan are 
proposed. 
 
It is not considered that the nature of the future use of these lands or complexity of the 
issues on the employment lands that lie within the jurisdiction of Meath and Fingal County 
Councils would warrant the preparation of a Local Area Plan. 
 
In order to ensure a co-ordinated approach is taken, an objective could be included in the 
Ashbourne Written Statement to engage with Fingal County Council in any amendments to 
Master Plan 2 at Rath. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Insert the following objective: 
 
ASH ** As part of any review or amendment to Master Plan 2 at Rath, the Council will seek 
to engage with Fingal County Council to develop a co-ordinated strategy for the 
development of the lands identified for employment uses at Rath and the abutting 
employment lands identified in Master Plan MP 3.a at Ballymadun in Fingal. 
 

  

Motion No. 307 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion To change the designation of the Ashbourne 

Retail Warehouse Park to C1 (Mixed Use) or 
B2 (Commercial Town) due to a refusal of a 
supermarket chain who recently wanted to 
locate there.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
In the Draft Plan these lands are zoned B2 ‘Retail Warehouse Park’. It is assumed there was 
a typographical error in the motion and the request was to amend the zoning from B2 
‘Retail Warehouse Park’ to C1 ‘Mixed Use’ or B1 ‘Commercial/Town or Village Centre’. 
 
The land use zoning for the Retail Warehouse Park is reflective of the uses on site which is 
for the sale of bulky warehouse goods. Any change in the zoning to allow for the sale of non-
bulky items or convenience type goods could potentially have a detrimental impact on the 
town centre, given the distance of the site from the centre of the town. It is this reason that 
clarity has to be provided in the Plan with regard to the type of uses acceptable on such 
edge of centre sites. 
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 

 

Motion No. 308 
Councillor(s) Conor Tormey 
Motion To retain the existing employment lands 

between the graveyard at the Rath 
Roundabout and the County boundary and 
to amend the wording in Chapter 5 policy 
MOV POL 33 from: 
“junction of Curragha Road (Map 5.3.7)” 
with 
“County boundary (Map 5.3.7)” 

Chief Executive’s Response 
In relation to the reinstatement of the employment lands at Rath it is acknowledged that 
these lands were zoned for employment uses in the 2013-2019 County Development Plan. 
These lands were omitted in error in the finalisation of the Draft Plan. Indeed taking account 
of the fact that Ashbourne is the second largest centre for employment in the County and 
has been identified as a Strategic Centre for Employment in the Economic Strategy it is 
critical that there are sufficient employment lands available to facilitate the economic 
growth of the town. 
 
There are therefore no objections to the reinstatement of these lands as requested. 
 
In relation to the amendment to the wording of policy MOV POL 33 it is not considered that 
an amendment to this wording is required. Any development of the employment lands 
would require a single vehicular access to the entire landholding. The area identified in MOV 
POL 33 is the preferred location for this access. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Reinstate the employment lands at Rath to reflect the E2 ‘General Enterprise and 
Employment’ zoned lands set out in the CDP 2013-2019. 

 

Motion No. 309 
Councillor(s) Joe Bonner 
Motion That 60% of the existing A2 ‘New Residential’ 

zoning on the lands at the Ashbourne 
Community Centre are retained to enable the 
delivery of an enhanced and expanded 
community facility. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The zoning of c.3.2 ha of lands at Ashbourne Community Centre was changed from A2’New 



Page 199 of 272 
 

Residential’ to G1 ‘Community Infrastructure’ to reflect its current uses as a sports ground 
and baseball pitch. This change of zoning was an important part of the residential analysis 
for the town as it identified what lands are likely to be developed during the life of the Plan. 
Taking account of the current use on these lands it is unlikely that they would be developed 
for residential use during the life of this Plan. Any changes to these circumstances can be 
reviewed as part of the Ashbourne Local Area Plan. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change 
 

Motion No. 310 
Councillor(s) Joe Bonner 
Motion That a parcel of land with an area of c.12 

hectares is identified and zoned for a public 
park in Ashbourne. This land should be located 
close to the existing population centre of the 
town. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Written Statement for Ashbourne in Volume 2 of the Draft has identified an area of land 
on the southern edge of the town that is to be developed for a mix of uses including a public 
park, residential, and community uses. These lands are identified as ‘Master Plan 3’ on the 
zoning map for Ashbourne. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 311 
Councillor(s)  Joe Bonner 
Motion To include a specific objective to deliver a 

commercial corridor on lands along the old 
N2 from the Nine Mile Stone Roundabout 
Southwards to the Fingal border. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
These lands are located to the south of the development boundary of Ashbourne along the 
R135, which is identified as a strategic transport corridor on Map 9.2 of the Draft Plan. This 
area is presently characterised by agricultural lands and individual rural dwellings.  
 
Whilst this Plan has identified Ashbourne as a strategic centre of employment and is 
supportive of economic investment in the town, the designation of the location identified as 
a commercial corridor would undermine the growth strategy for the town, which is the 
creation of a compact settlement with employment and services close to where people live. 
 
In addition to creating urban sprawl and undermining development in the urban core of the 
town, the R135 is a heavily trafficked strategic corridor that is a key transport route to 
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Dublin. In order to preserve traffic movements along this transport corridor, future access 
onto this road is to be restricted. 
 
Priority will therefore be given to identifying suitable locations on zoned lands within the 
built up area of Ashbourne for commercial and employment related development. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 312 
Councillor(s)  Alan Tobin 
Motion To designate lands adjacent to Ashbourne 

retail park for a civic amenity site.  
Chief Executive’s Response 
The extent and location of civic amenity facilities should be assessed on an ongoing basis in 
line with existing and expected facility improvements as set out in the Capital Investment 
Plan. This project is not included within this programme.   It is understood that in addition to 
the use of the Bottle Bank in Ashbourne many local residents use the 4 no. Civic Amenity 
Sites in the County (one private) as well as five such facilities located  in the neighbouring 
Counties of Louth and Fingal. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 313 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion That Meath County Council will adopt this 

resolution to support the retention of the 
existing employment lands adjacent to the 
boundary with Fingal employment lands at 
Ashbourne, which are currently within the 
Framework Plan Boundary and in close 
proximity to the M2 Motorway and the Rath 
Roundabout. These lands are located 
between the graveyard at the Rath 
Roundabout. 
 
This motion recognises and responds to the 
Economic Development Strategy which 
identified employment lands at the Rath 
roundabout as a strategic site for major 
inward investment and also the inclusion of 
Ashbourne as one of 5 strategic important 
settlements designated to attract FDI in the 
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Economic Development Strategy 
Chief Executive’s Response 
In relation to the reinstatement of the employment lands at Rath it is acknowledged that 
these lands were zoned for employment uses in the 2013-2019 County Development Plan. 
These lands were omitted in error in the finalisation of the Draft Plan. Indeed taking account 
of the fact that Ashbourne is the second largest centre for employment in the County and 
has been identified as a Strategic Centre for Employment in the Economic Strategy it is 
critical that there are sufficient employment lands available to facilitate the economic 
growth of the town. 
 
There are therefore no objections to the reinstatement of these lands as requested. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Reinstate the employment lands at Rath to reflect the E2 ‘General Enterprise and 
Employment’ zoned lands set out in the CDP 2013-2019. 
 

Motion No. 314 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin  
Motion To create a community town boundary walk  

(100m green way) around Ashbourne. Any 
further development around that boundary 
would have to stay 100m out which would 
create an Ashbourne green way. Conditions 
of planning in the area and along that 
boundary would help to pay for the scheme 
and bring it in over a number of phases. To 
further develop this rapidly could be done 
through Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO). 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
It is acknowledged that the creation of public accessible green space to serve the second 
largest town in Meath is required.  In order to strengthen the community in Ashbourne and 
to make the town a more attractive place to live a future public park of c. 12 ha, to the 
south east of the town centre easily accessible for the population which will be advanced 
during this Plan as part of a Master Plan (ASH SOL OBJ 3).  This space will supplement the 
open spaces in the Linear Park and will provide further facilities and recreational areas for 
residents (ASH CNH OBJ 1).  
 
In recognition of the demand for additional areas of active open space c.6.2 hectares of 
lands have been identified for open space uses adjacent to Donaghmore/Ashbourne GAA 
club. 
 
The motion as set out above including the invoking of a Compulsory Purchase Process must 
meet the proportionality test. 
 
In addition, the Ashbourne Public Realm Strategy was completed in 2018 and the Ashbourne 
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written statement has the following objective:  
 
ASH UD OBJ 2 Implement urban realm enhancement works in accordance with the 

recommendations in the Public Realm Strategy prepared for Ashbourne.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 315 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to include a new SOC OBJ in the 

Ashbourne written statement re; the 
delivery of a public swimming pool for 
Ashbourne and Ratoath as follows “To 
deliver a public swimming pool for 
Ashbourne and Ratoath”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
There are a number of specific objectives set out within the Ratoath written statement 
including RAT OBJ 3 (Master Plan 2) which pertains to lands to the west of the R155 
(Fairyhouse Road) and states that “The development of these lands shall also provide for 
reservation of a 4 acre site for the provision of a swimming pool site... The development of 
these lands shall be on a phased basis with the reservation of the swimming pool site 
forming part of the first phase. This is further supported by RAT OBJ 10 where the objective is 
“To reserve lands off the Fairyhouse Road for the provision of a swimming pool”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 316 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion  

Seeking to insert a new objective in the 
Ashbourne written statement re; a public 
park as follows “To secure lands, develop and 
open to the public a new public park of 
regional scale in Ashbourne before the end of 
2022”.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
MP 3 relates to lands on the southern edge of the town with an area of 46.5 hectares 
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approximately that have been identified for a mix of uses including a public park, residential 
and community uses. Circa 12 hectares of these lands are to be used as a public park. 
Specific objective ASH SOC OBJ 3 refers.  
 
The official opening of Stage 4 of the linear town park in Ashbourne comprising the new 
pedestrian bridge, the new playground and amphitheatre occurred in late October 2019 and 
emphasises the Councils willingness to progress recreational facilities within our towns.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 317 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors  
Motion Seeking to amend SOC OBJ 3 in the 

Ashbourne written statement to insert the 
following at the end of it “Lands at MP 4 
have been identified as ideal for the delivery 
of a new public park of regional scale in 
Ashbourne. The Local authority will 
immediately make every effort to purchase 
these through mutual agreement. If 
unsuccessful, it will move to secure them by 
Compulsary Purchase Order immediately on 
adoption of this Plan”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
MP 3 relates to lands on the southern edge of the town with an area of 46.5 hectares 
approximately that have been identified for a mix of uses including a public park, residential 
and community uses. Circa 12 hectares of these lands are to be used as a public park. 
Specific objective ASH SOC OBJ 3 refers.  
 
The official opening of Stage 4 of the linear town park in Ashbourne comprising the new 
pedestrian bridge, the new playground and amphitheatre occurred in late October 2019 and 
emphasises the Councils willingness to progress recreational facilities within our towns.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 318 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to include a specific objective in the 

Draft Plan re; that Ashbourne be included 
within the Dublin Metropolitan Area.  
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Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Section 10.2 of the National Planning Framework (NPF) outlines the following in relation to 
the Metropolitan area “Until such time as Central government determines otherwise, 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies and Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans will be 
based on: In the Dublin Area, the metropolitan area identified in the National Transport 
Authority (NTA), Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area”. The RSES for the Eastern 
and Midlands Region has similarly defined the Metropolitan area for the Dublin Area in 
order to be consistent with the higher level plan, being the NPF.   
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 319 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that a number of the objectives in 

the Ashbourne written statement be 
renumbered and placed in an alternate 
order as follows: New objective 1 as above 
re; secure new public park, make no 3 re; the 
new number 2 and make original numbers 1 
& 2, the new no’s 3 & 4.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The numbering of the specific objectives has no bearing on their priority within the Council 
or it what order they will be realised. The Council seeks to realise each and every of the 
specific objectives over the lifetime of the Plan.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended.  
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Athboy  

Motion No. 320 
Councillor(s) Mike Bray 
Motion To include an objective in the Athboy 

Written Statement: ‘To support the 
enhancement and development of the 
Athboy Convent Community Centre and 
other community facilities in the town.’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council continue to support the enhancement of Athboy Community Centre by way of 
facilitating grant applications and providing funding where appropriate. An additional 
objective will assist in this regard. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
Additional objective to be added: To support the enhancement and development of the 
Athboy Convent Community Centre and other community facilities in the town.’ 
 

 

  



Page 206 of 272 
 

 

Bettystown/Laytown/Mornington/Donacarney  

Motion No. 321 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Sharon Tolan 
Motion  

To include the following additional 
objectives in the East Meath Written 
Statement –  
 
BLMD OBJ 15 – To relocate the Laytown-
Bettystown Municipal District Council 
Offices to Bettystown from Duleek, in 
recognition of the largest population 
settlement of the MD, and to allow for the 
expansion and improvement of the public 
library and additional community space in 
Duleek. 
 
BLMD OBJ 16 – To identify a suitable 
location, and support the provision of a hot 
desk style employment hub in the 
Bettystown area 
 
BLMD OBJ 17 – To support the 
development of a new recreational park 
facility at Pilltown House in Bettystown, 
and to facilitate the sharing of 
infrastructure and services, where possible 
 
BLMD OBJ 18 – To encourage and support 
the development of Sonairte National 
Ecology Centre and grounds. 
 
BLMD OBJ 19 – To promote and support 
the Laytown Races and other international 
beach events 
 
BLMD OBJ 20 – To deliver the Boyne 
Greenway from Mornington to Drogheda 
in conjunction with the NTA, Failte Ireland 
and all relevant stakeholders, subject to 
obtaining all relevant assessments and 
consents. 
 
BLMD OBJ 21 – To promote and deliver the 
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schemes identified in the Laytown and 
Bettystown Walking and Cycling Study 
Preliminary Scheme Design Report carried 
out by ARUP IN 2014 on behalf of Meath 
County Council. 
 
BLMD OBJ 22 – To identify and develop 
suitable locations for additional public 
parking in the Laytown-Bettystown area 
 
BLMD OBJ 23 – To support the provision of 
a new fire station in the Laytown-
Bettystown area, to ensure that this 
growing community is adequately serviced. 
 
BLMD OBJ 24 – To identify a suitable site 
and support the relocation of the Garda 
Station out of the Beach Park Housing 
estate, and the provision of a new station 
to ensure this growing community is 
adequately served. 
 
BLMD OBJ 25 – To support and deliver the 
necessary road upgrades in order to 
support the development of the strategic 
employment site identified for Laytown. 
 
BLMD OBJ 26 – To identify an appropriate 
site and support the delivery of a 
community centre  
 
BLMD OBJ 27 – To identify an appropriate 
site and support the delivery of a Recycling 
Facility in the Laytown-Bettystown area. 
 
BLMD OBJ 28 – To identify and zone lands 
F1 Open Space to provide for recreational 
facilities for residents in the immediate 
vicinity of the Castlemartin/Dun 
Eimear/Mayden Hayes estates on Map 
5.3(a) 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Objectives BLMD OBJ 15 and 23 relate to the relocation of the MD office to Bettystown and 
the provision of a new fire station at Laytown. There are no plans by the Council or Meath 
Fire Service to provide these facilities at this time therefore the objectives will not be carried 
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forward. The relocation of the Garda Station (BLMD OBJ 24) is a matter for the Gardai and 
Office of Public Works. If any proposals are brought forward regarding same the Council will 
engage with the relevant authorities and agencies in the identification of a suitable site. 
 
The proposed objective supporting a ‘hot desk’ facility (BLMD OBJ 16) is welcomed as it 
would provide opportunities for commuters to work closer to home if the option was 
available. 
 
With regard to the objective supporting the redevelopment of Pilltown House it is not 
considered a specific objective is required. There are policies included in the Draft Plan that 
relate directly to the conversion of former demesnes or estate dwellings and their 
associated outbuildings (where appropriate) into tourism facilities. These policies are 
considered sufficient to support the appropriate redevelopment of former demesnes or 
estate properties. 
 
In Chapter 8 of the Draft CDP (Cultural and Natural Heritage Strategy) there are specific 
policies supporting increased public participation in biodiversity conservation (HER POL 29 
and 30). The development of the Sonairte National Ecology Centre would fall under these 
policies. It is acknowledged however that additional supporting text referring to this Centre 
could be included in the East Meath Written Statement.   
 
Signficiant progress has been made on the Boyne Greenway. The Council is committed to 
continuing its efforts to the delivery of further greenway facilities. An objective supporting 
the advancement of the Boyne Greenway from Mornington to Drogheda could be included 
in the East Meath Written Statement. 
 
The Council also supports investment in sustainable modes of transport in the East Meath 
Area. This could be acknowledged by including an objective in relation to same. 
 
The Council acknowledges the need to increase employment opportunities in the East 
Meath area and has identified a strategic employment site for this reason. Any upgrades to 
the road network to accommodate an employment facility in this location would have to be 
carried out as part of any development. This will be examined in greater detail as part of the 
preparation of the Local Area Plan. 
 
Objective BLMD OBJ 22 relates to the provision of additional parking in the area. This will be 
addressed as part of the public realm plan. 
 
The Council is supportive of the provision of additional social and community facilities in the 
East Meath area. There is an existing facility in Laytown (East Coast Family Resource Centre) 
however this facility has limited space. There would be no objections to the inclusion of an 
objective regarding the identification of an appropriate site for a community centre. 
 
 
With regard to the provision for additional areas of open space (BLMD OBJ 28), it is not 
considered that any additional lands other than those identified in the Draft Plan are 
required. The beach is considered an important recreational asset for the area. In additional 
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there is a large area of open space land identified adjacent to Bettystown Town Centre. 
 
In relation to the provision of a recycling facility in Laytown-Bettystown no provision has 
been made for same in the current capital programme and at present no departmental 
funding is available. At present there are 4 Civic Amenity Sites in the County that residents 
can avail of in addition to 5 such facilities in Fingal and Louth. The requirement for a 
recycling facility in East Meath can be reviewed again as part of the preparation of the East 
Meath Local Area Plan. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
It is recommended that the following amendments are made to the East Meath Written 
Statement: 
 
Insert the following objectives: 

- To identify a suitable location, and support the provision of a co-working facility in 
East Meath that functions as an outreach hub for city based employers. 

- To support the development of the Boyne Greenway from Mornington to Drogheda 
in conjunction with the NTA, Failte Ireland and all relevant stakeholders, subject to 
obtaining all relevant assessments and consents. 

- To promote more sustainable forms of transport, including the provision of new 
pedestrian and cycle paths, public lighting and traffic calming measures that would 
improve connectivity in the East Meath area. 

- To identify an appropriate site and support the delivery of a community centre, 
subject to the availability of funding 

 
Additional text will also be included in the Written Statement for East Meath acknowledging 
the importance of the Laytown Races and other international beach events and the 
opportunities to develop the Sonairte National Ecology Centre. 

 

Motion No. 322 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Sharon Tolan 
Motion To rezone land at the Village Estate, Eastham 

Road, Bettystown, form ‘D1 Tourism’ to ‘A1 
Existing Residential’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
These lands consist of an existing hotel and residential accommodation. The hotel 
development as granted under planning reference 98/274 included 14 residential units 
described in the application as ‘holiday chalets’. On a separate application (93/547) on lands 
to the south of the hotel permission was granted for 26 holiday homes. 
 
It is acknowledged that the nature of this accommodation is more akin to residential 
accommodation than holiday homes. Taking this into account there would be no objections 
to changing the land use zoning ‘A1 ‘Existing Residential’. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend the land use zoning of the residential properties in ‘The Village’ complex in 
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Bettystown to A1 ‘Existing Residential’. 
 

Motion No. 323 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Sharon Tolan 
Motion To strengthen the wording of the following 

objectives in the East Meath Written Statement 
– BLMD OBJ 5, OBJ 6, OBJ 7, and OBJ 9 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Objectives BLMD 5, 6, 7, and 9 relate to the provision of a park and ride facility at Laytown 
Rail Station, a new train station at Bettystown, the preparation of a Transport Study for the 
area, and the provision of a new library facility. The proposed motion seeks to strengthen 
the wording of these objectives. Whilst the merit and reasons for strengthening the wording 
of these objectives is acknowledged, it is considered that the wording of the objectives 
reflects the role of the Council in the delivery of this infrastructure. For example the Council 
is not responsible for delivering a new rail station in Bettystown but rather facilitates the 
provision of this critical infrastructure and will work closely with government departments 
and the NTA and Irish Rail in delivering same. 
 
Objective BLMD OBJ 7 refers to the preparation of a Transport Study for East Meath and 
Drogheda in association with Louth County Council. The suggestion to commence this study 
in advance of the preparation of the Joint Area Plan for Drogheda is welcomed as this would 
provide useful background data that could feed into the Joint Area Plan. 
 
With regard to the wording of the objective supporting the provision of a new library (BLMD 
OBJ 9) it is considered that the wording could be amended to make reference to the need to 
‘identify and secure a site’. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change to objectives BLMD OBJ 5 and BLMD OBJ 6 
Amend the wording of BLMD OBJ 7 and BLMD OBJ 9 as follows (additional text in red): 
 
BLMD OBJ 7  
To support the preparation, in association with Louth County Council, of a Transport Study 
for East Meath and South Drogheda that assesses the capacity of existing roads, walking, 
and public transport infrastructure in the area and identifies any future investment in this 
infrastructure required to ensure the sustainable growth and development of this area, and 
to seek to commence this study in advance of the preparation of the Joint Urban Area Plan 
for Drogheda. 
 
BLMD OBJ 9 
To identify and secure a site for the provision of a library facility that would meet the needs 
of the entire East Meath area, subject to the availability of finance. 
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Motion No. 324 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion That the Council prioritise the provision of 

Community and Recreational Facilities in East 
Meath 
 
To support the provision of employment and 
community facilities in East Meath 
 
To support the construction of new beach 
facilities at the entrance to Bettystown beach. 
 
To support the construction of new beach 
facilities at the entrance to Bettystown beach. 
 
To support the provision of a new library facility 
in the East Meath area. 
 
To support the development of lands adjacent to 
Laytown Train Station for the purpose of 
providing local employment opportunities in East 
Meath. 
 
To support the provision of a new car parking 
facility at Laytown Train Station 
 
To ensure that adequate water infrastructure 
and services  are in place to meet the future 
needs of all residents in East Meath 
 
To promote tourism across East Meath and 
further develop tourist based enterprises and 
facilities. 
 
That the Council ensures that sufficient social 
housing is made available to meet the housing 
needs of everyone in East Meath. 
 
To support the promotion of East Meath as an 
employment hub and the creation of new 
businesses to enable people to live and work 
locally. 
 
To support the implementation of the Meath 
County Retail Strategy  
 
To make provision for a Fire Station in the 
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Laytown-Bettystown area 
Chief Executive’s Response 
The priority for the East Meath area during this Plan is to improve facilities and services to 
meet the needs of the growing population. Facilitating employment growth and reducing 
the volume of outbound commuting is also a key objective.  
 
As part of the preparation of the Draft Plan the Council has engaged with various sections of 
the Council in addition to external agencies to identify the infrastructural needs  required to 
assist in the creation of a more balanced and sustainable community. With regard to the 
provision of a Fire Station, there are no proposals to provide a Fire Station in the area at 
present therefore this objective will not be carried forward. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 325 
Councillor(s) Tom Behan 
Motion That the lands adjacent to the playground in 

Laytown are rezoned for community use, with 
the view to installing an outdoor gym, walkway 
around the park land, installation of picnic 
benches, solar bins, performance area,  and 
trees and planting. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council is supportive of the provision of additional community facilities for the 
expanding population in East Meath. The Public Realm Plan for Bettystown and Laytown has 
included proposals for a beachfront park in this location, subject to compliance with 
Appropriate Assessment requirements. 
 
There is potential that an outdoor gym could be incorporated into this Beachfront Park. This 
will be investigated further as part of the finalisation of the Public Realm Plan. If the project 
is considered feasible an objective relating to same could be included in the East Meath 
Local Area Plan. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 326 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that an additional specific objective 

be included within the Infrastucture chapter 
as follows “To work to secure a regional 
office of the EPA in Duleek, given the 
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concentration of facilities in the area”. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
 
This is a not a matter for the Development Plan and is a matter that should be addressed 
directly to the EPA.   
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 327 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that additional E2-Enterprise and 

Employment lands are identified for the 
Bettystoiwn/Laytown/Mornington/Donacarney 
area and may involve extending the 
development boundary in a westerly direction. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
E2 Enterprise and Employment lands have been identified and zoned in Laytown 
immediately west of and adjoining the rail station under the review of the current Plan. This 
area of land is considered sufficient to meet the needs of any future enterprise choosing to 
establish themselves in East Meath and will not compromise the ability of the IDA Strategic 
employment lands within the South Drogheda Environs to be developed.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Carlanstown  

Motion No. 328 
Councillor(s) Paul MacCabe 
Motion Whether the level of ‘new residential’ zoning 

in Carlanstown is sufficient to deliver the 
Core Strategy household allocation 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Carlanstown has been identified as a ‘Village’ in the settlement hierarchy of the Draft Plan. 
Future growth in the Village will be focused on delivering locally based growth. 
 
There are two parcels of land identified for ‘new residential’ development in Carlanstown in 
the Draft Plan. On one of these parcels there are two current applications; KA/190718 for 7 
no. dwellings, and KA190731 for 1no.dwelling. These applications are currently on further 
information. 
 
The seconds parcel of land is c.1 hectare in area and has the capacity to deliver a small 
residential development. In addition to these lands there are opportunities for housing to 
be delivered on infill and brownfield sites. To the north of the Village centre there are also 
14 residential units under construction and are being developed for social housing by the 
Council. 
 
It is considered that the quantum of lands identified for residential use is sufficient to 
deliver the household allocation for the Village set out in the Core Strategy. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
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Donore  

Motion No. 329 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Wayne Harding 
Motion To call for a playground in Donore Village 
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Plan already provides policy support for the provision of a playground in Donore. DON 
OBJ 17 refers as per below: 
 
DON OBJ 17  To facilitate the provision of a community playground within the 
village. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 330 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support the provision of a playground 

within Donore Village 
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan provides policy support for the provision of a playground in 
Donore Village as follows: 
 
DON OBJ 17  To facilitate the provision of a community playground within the 
village. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 

 

  



Page 216 of 272 
 

Motion No. 331 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion To  support the existing zoning and phase 2 

planning in Donore. This can be modified to 
reflect a better proposal for the community 
including a playground with car parking. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Donore has been identified as a ‘Village’ in the settlement hierarchy of the Draft Plan. The 
Village is located within a sensitive landscape in the Boyne Valley. Future growth will focus 
on accommodating local growth which is reflective of its position in the settlement 
hierarchy. 
 
The quantum of land identified for residential development is considered sufficient to meet 
the housing requirement associated with the projected population growth in Donore during 
the life of this Plan. 
 
The NPF and RSES requires future population growth to be concentrated in larger 
settlements where jobs and services are available which will allow sustainable growth to 
take place. Taking this into account it is considered the retention of Phase 2 lands in a village 
such as Donore, which has a limited range of services and amenities, would be at variance 
with national and regional policy which supports the creation of balanced sustainable 
communities. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Duleek  

Motion No. 332 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
Motion To support new residential, social and 

affordable housing in Duleek  and that fully 
serviced lands that are currently zoned 
Residential Phase II – Post 2019 remain as 
residential zoned lands under the County 
Development Plan 2020-2026 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Duleek is identified as a ‘Small Town’ in the settlement hierarchy of the Draft Plan. The focus 
of growth will be on facilitating local development in addition to consolidating employment 
growth. 
 
National and regional policy set out in the NPF and RSES requires that future growth is 
concentrated in larger settlements that have the capacity to generate employment 
alongside residential growth. In the smaller settlements future growth is required to be 
proportionate to its size with consideration also given to the level of employment, services, 
and amenities available. 
 
It is considered that the quantum of ‘New residential’ lands retained in Duleek is sufficient 
to meet the housing requirements of the projected population growth in the town during 
the life of the Plan. The provision of any additional lands would result in an excess of 
residential lands and could result in the town developing at an unsustainable rate that 
would be at variance with national and regional policy. 
 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 333 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion To support the provision of a high quality open 

space in the Fr. Ryan’s Park area of Duleek in 
the form of a public park 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The lands identified presently form part of the open space associated with Fr. Ryan Park. 
The Council would support the provision of improvements to community facilities in Duleek, 
subject to funding being available.  
 
An objective investigating the feasibility of providing a public park could be included in the 
Written Statement for Duleek. 
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Insert the following objective into the Written Statement for Duleek: 
“To investigate the feasibility of providing a public park in Duleek, subject to the availability 
of funding.” 
 

Motion No. 334 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion To  amend the zoning map in Duleek by changing 

the parcel of  land (c.0.7ha) located between the 
R150 and ‘The Steeples’ residential development 
from  ‘New Residential’ (A2) to Community 
Infrastructure (G1) to facilitate the provision of 
an ‘age friendly village’ in Duleek 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Council welcomes and supports the provision of accommodation that meets the needs 
of people of all ages. The provision of accommodation for older in accessible locations will 
ensure that they will be able to live independently and have access to local services, thus 
preserving a quality of life. 
 
Whilst the subject lands are located on the edge of the settlement, it is within walking 
distance of the town centre. 
 
The Land Use Zoning Objectives set out in section 11.16 of Volume 1 of the Draft Plan 
indicates that retirement villages are a ‘Permitted Use’ on lands zoned ‘A2 New Residential’.  
Taking this into account it is not considered necessary to amend the land use zoning. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 

 

Motion No. 335 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion To  provide suitable lands for the provision of a 

secondary education/adult education campus 
in Duleek 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the preparation of the Draft Plan the Council liaised with the Department of 
Education and the Louth Meath Education and Training Board (LMETB) with regard to the 
locations within the County likely to require education facilities during the life of the Plan. 
Duleek was not identified as requiring any additional educational facilities. 
 
The Council will continue to engage and liaise with the Education Authorities and if the 
situation changes, there will be an opportunity to identify lands as part of the preparation of 
the Local Area Plan. 
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 

 

Motion No. 336 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee  
Motion To  make provision for a Secondary School for 

Duleek an objective of Meath County Council in 
the new County Development Plan 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the preparation of the Draft Plan the Council liaised with the Department of 
Education and the Louth Meath Education and Training Board (LMETB) with regard to the 
locations within the County likely to require education facilities during the life of the Plan. 
Duleek was not identified as requiring any additional educational facilities. 
 
The Council will continue to engage and liaise with the Education Authorities and if the 
situation changes, there will be an opportunity to identify lands as part of the preparation of 
the Local Area Plan. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 

 

Motion No. 337 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking to retain the residential zoning for 

Duleek village as was included within the 
Meath County Development Plan 2013-2019, as 
residential phase 2 where lands have direct 
road access. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
There are sufficient residential zoned lands identified within Duleek to cater for the 
population growth of the settlement for the period 2020-2026.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  

 

Motion No. 338 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that the Duleek land use objectives 

zoning map makes adequate provision for a 
post-primary school.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the preparation of the Draft Plan the Council liaised with the Department of 
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Education and the Louth Meath Education and Training Board (LMETB) with regard to the 
locations within the County likely to require education facilities during the life of the Plan. 
Duleek was not identified as requiring any additional educational facilities. 
 
The Council will continue to engage and liaise with the Education Authorities and if the 
situation changes, there will be an opportunity to identify lands as part of the preparation of 
the Local Area Plan. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Dunboyne & Clonee  

Motion No. 339 
Councillor(s) Damien O’Reilly 
Motion The Dunboyne North Master Plan shall 

include provision for a swimming pool/gym 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The lands at Dunboyne North have been identified primarily for employment and residential 
uses and the creation of a ‘live work’ community. It is not considered that there would be a 
specific need for a swimming pool or gym in this part of the town or the demand generated 
would require the need for such a facility. 
 
 As part of the preparation of a Local Area Plan for Dunboyne-Clonee the requirement for 
these facilities will be investigated in greater detail.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 340 
Councillor(s) Damien O’Reilly 
Motion The identification of a specific site for St. 

Peter’s National School, Dunboyne 
Chief Executive’s Response 
The Written Statement for Dunboyne has identified lands adjacent to Dunboyne Rail Station 
for a primary and secondary school (section 5.3 of the Written Statement).  
 
In addition it is noted that there is a site to the south of Gaelscoil Thulach na nOg that could 
potentially be developed for education purposes. These lands are in proximity to the town 
centre, have direct access to the local road network and are in proximity to established 
residential areas. These lands are presently zoned A2 ‘New Residential’. It is considered that 
this land use zoning should be changed to G1 ‘Community Infrastructure’ to facilitate the 
development of a school in this location. site purchase  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Change the land use zoning on the subject lands from A2 ‘New Residential’ to G1 
‘Community Infrastructure’. 
 

Motion No. 341 
Councillor(s) Maria Murphy 
Motion Amend the zoning of land identified as 

A2’New Residential’ adjacent to Gaelscoil 
Thulach na nOg to G1 ‘Community 
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Infrastructure’ as these lands have been 
acquired by the Department of Education for 
the permanent building for St. Peter’s 
Church of Ireland National School 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is noted that the Department of Education are in the process of purchasing these lands. 
 
There would be no objections to amending the land use zoning to facilitate the 
development of a school in this location. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Change the land use zoning on the subject lands from A2 ‘New Residential’ to G1 
‘Community Infrastructure’. 
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Dunshaughlin  

 

Motion No. 342 
Councillor(s) Gerry O’Connor 
Motion That the draft map for Dunshaughlin is 

amended as follows: 
i) That the land previously zoned G1 to the 
south of the town and now proposed to be 
E2 be left as G1 to provide for future needs 
ii) That the land previously zoned F1 to the 
west of the town adjacent to the M3/R125 
roundabout and now proposed to be 
unzoned be retained as F1 for the future 
needs of residents. 
iii) That the locations previously zoned ‘NC’ 
be shown as such on proposed maps. 
iv) That the land zoned as residential Phase 
2 in the CDP 2013-2019 and now proposed 
to be unzoned be restored to their previous 
status set out in the CDP 2013-2019 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
In the southern part of Dunshaughlin between the Business Park and ‘The Willows’ 
residential development c.6.8ha of land has been identified for Community Infrastructure. It 
is anticipated that these lands will be developed as an Education Campus. 
 
As part of ‘The Willows’ residential development a community facility and playground are to 
be provided. Taking this into account it is considered that there are sufficient lands 
identified for community infrastructure in this part of the town. 
 
With regard to the open space (F1) lands adjacent to the M3/R125 roundabout it is noted 
that these lands are adjacent to ‘Post 2026’ Residential lands. Taking account of the fact 
that the ‘Post 2026’ residential lands will not be available for development until after 2026 it 
is not anticipated that these ‘open space’ lands would be developed before 2026. In 
addition it has not been identified that there is a need for an area of open space in this part 
of the town. 
 
As part of the Strategic Housing Development at ‘The Willows’ residential development, 
permission was granted for a neighbourhood centre. This does not need to be referenced 
on the zoning map. The requirement for a neighbourhood centre to the west of the town 
centre will be reviewed in greater detail as part of the preparation of the Local Area Plan for 
Dunshaughlin. 
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It is proposed to remove c.3.7ha of Phase 2 lands to the south of the R125 (Fairyhouse 
Road) and c.3.6ha of Phase 2 lands to the west of the R125 Distributor Road leading to the 
M3. A residential analysis carried out as part of the preparation of the Draft Plan identified a 
significant excess of residential lands in Dunshaughlin. An evaluation of Phase 2 lands was 
carried out, taking account of key factors including proximity to the town centre, schools, 
and public transport in addition to an evaluation of the likelihood of the lands being 
developed.  
 
Taking account of the excess quantum of zoning in Dunshaughlin it is not considered that 
there is a requirement to retain all Phase 2 zonings, but rather retain those lands that meet 
the criteria of promoting consolidated, compact growth. 
 
Please refer to NOM 4 above.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 343 
Councillor(s) Gerry O’Connor 
Motion To assist in the provision of a new Community 

Centre for Dunshaughlin, adaquate lands for 
the provision of a Scout Den for 7th Meath 
Scouts Dunshaughlin, and adaquate lands for 
the Dunshaughlin athletic Club to cater for 
growing needs, by the identification and 
reservation of suitable located sites, including 
sites within the land banks of the local 
Authorities and by assisting in the provision of 
finance, where possible. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of ‘The Willows’ residential development a community facility and playground are to 
be provided. In addition there are lands identified as open space (F1) to the south of this 
development in the ownership of the Council  that have the potential to be developed as 
playing fields/active open space. 
 
It is considered that the development of these facilities will meet the social and community 
needs of the local population during the life of the Plan. 
 
If a need for additional facilities is identified, this can be examined in greater detail as part 
of the preparation of the Local Area Plan for Dunshaughlin. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Enfield  

Motion No. 344 
Councillor(s) Cllr Aisling Dempsey 
Motion The objective to prepare a Local Area Plan 

for Enfield is welcomed as it will ensure a 
detailed analysis and development strategy 
is carried out. This is particularly important 
given the designation of Enfield as a 
‘Strategic Centre for Employment’. The 
amenities in the town need to reflect its 
designation in the settlement hierarchy 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Executive of Meath County Council looks forward to working closely with the Members 
in the preparation of a Local Area Plan for Enfield that will maximise the potential of the 
settlement and create a balanced, sustainable community where there are employment 
opportunities and amenities available for the resident population and visitors to enjoy. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 345 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion To reinstate the residential zoning to the 

lands adjoining the ring road in Enfield which 
are at an advance planning stage. The 
development of these lands will provide 
much needed housing for Enfield and 
facilitate the expansion and development of 
Na Fianna GAA Club 

Chief Executive’s Response 
This refers to c.10ha of land located between Glen Abhainn Park and the Enfield Distributor 
Road. These lands were identified as ‘Phase 2’ residential lands in the CDP 2013-2019. 
Whilst it is acknowledged the motion indicates these lands are at an ‘advanced planning 
stage’ this is through the SHD process where the applicant is required to demonstrate 
compliance with the Meath County Development Plan including the Core Strategy. 
 
With regard to the provision of additional sporting and community facilities this Plan has 
identified lands adjacent to the GAA Club for ‘Open Space’ uses. These lands are 
immediately adjacent to lands zoned for new residential development. 
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The Draft Plan encourages a density of up to 35 units/ha in Self-Sustaining Growth Towns. 
These lands would therefore have capacity for an additional 350 units if developed at their 
maximum density.  
 
The Draft Plan projects that there will be an additional 1,000 persons living in Enfield by 
2026. 15.75ha of land have been zoned ‘A2 New Residential’. These lands, in addition to the 
infill sites and lands zoned for town centre and mixed use development will provide for an 
additional 474 units. 
 
Between 2006-2016 the housing stock increased by 319 units while the population 
increased by 1,078 persons. Taking this growth rate into account in addition to projected 
growth, it is considered that there is sufficient land identified in Enfield to meet projected 
demand. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 346 
Councillor(s) Ronan Moore 
Motion To amend the land use zoning map in Enfield 

in the area identified for Mixed Use 
development so as to identify the Royal 
Canal Leisure Park that stretches from the 
Dublin Road to Enfield Harbour and zone 
this ‘H1 – High Amenity’ 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Further to a review of the zoning map for Enfield it is noted that the stretch of land in the 
said location along the Royal Canal has been zoned C1 ‘Mixed Use’. In the 2013-2019 CDP 
this lands is identified as ‘Open Space’. 
 
Taking into account that this is strip of land along the canal is used as a recreational area it is 
considered that the land use zoning should reflect this use. Whilst it is an important amenity 
to the area an ‘Open Space’ zoning would reflect its current use. It is therefore considered 
that a F1 ‘Open Space’ zoning would be more appropriate than a H1 ‘High Amenity’ zoning. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend the zoning on the land use and heritage maps for Enfield so as to continue the F1 
‘Open Space’ zoning along the Royal Canal on the C1 ‘Mixed Use’ land in the west of the 
town so that this reflects the F1 ‘Open Space’ zoning included in the zoning map for Enfield 
in the CDP 2013-2019. 
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Motion No. 347 
Councillor(s) Cllr Moore 
Motion In the Enfield Written Statement to alter ENF 

OBJ 9 so that is reads, ‘To support and 
encourage Irish Rail, Bus operators and other 
relevant stakeholders to enhance commuter 
routes and to facilitate improved parking 
provision adjacent to the train station to 
enhance rail use and to investigate the 
potential for further Park and Ride 
opportunities outside of the town centre’.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The RSES supports delivery of the strategic park and ride projects and the Draft Plan under 
Chapter 5, Policy MOV POL 13 is set down to promote and support the provision of Park and 
Ride facilities which improve public transport accessibility without exacerbating road 
congestion, or which cause increased car travel distances, at appropriate locations, within 
the County. It is considered restrictive to put this stipulation down for a Park and Ride to be 
located outside the town centre. Ideally park and ride facilities integrate car use with public 
transport and thus should be located in close proximity to transport hubs.   
 
Funding has been obtained by the Council through the Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund for the development of a new Community Centre and Park and Ride 
facility in the former OPW building on the Main Street in Enfield. This will go some way 
towards addressing parking demand for commuters.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Gormanston  

Motion No. 348 
Councillor(s) Cllr Conor Tormey 
Motion To reinstate the residential zoning of c.8.4ha 

of land on the north side of Martin’s Road. 
Chief Executive’s Response 
The subject lands consist of a large parcel of land with an area of c.8.4 hectares to the north 
of Martins Road in Gormanston. 
 
Gormanston has been identified as a ‘Village’ in the settlement hierarchy of the Draft Plan. 
The village consists of individual houses in a linear pattern and is predominantly rural in 
character. 
 
The area is lacking any services or employment.  
 
The Draft Plan projects that future growth in Gormanston will be reflective of its rural 
character and will be focused on delivering locally based growth. 
 
The identification of the subject lands for residential use in the absence of any employment 
or community facilities would result in an inappropriate and unsustainable pattern of 
development that would promote outbound commuting. This would be at variance with 
national and regional policy which is promoting the creation of balanced and sustainable 
communities. 
 
Stamullen, which is c.1.5km west of Gormanston, is identified as a ‘Self-Sustaining Town’ in 
the Draft Plan. This is a more appropriate location for multi-residential developments. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
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Kentstown  

Motion No. 349 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that a new objective be included 

within the Kentstown written statement as 
follows “To oppose the further expansion of 
Knockharley landfill” 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Draft Plan supports the principle of the waste hierarchy which includes landfill as a 
waste option, albeit towards the bottom of the hierarchy. This is apparent within specific 
policy INF POL 65 where it states ”To adopt the provisions of the waste management 
hierarchy and implement policy in relation to the County’s requirements under the current or 
any subsequent Waste Management Plan. All prospective developments in the County shall 
take account of the provisions of the regional waste management plan and adhere to the 
requirements of the Plan. Account shall also be taken of the proximity principle and the inter-
regional movement of waste”.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 350 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that an objective be inserted within 

the Kentstown written statement re; the 
delivery of a village park as follows “To work 
with the Kentstown Village Project Group to 
deliver the Kentstown Village Park within the 
lifetime of the Development Plan”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The River Nanny watercourse runs to the east of the village and there is a specific objective 
KEN OBJ 14 which is “To investigate the feasibility of the development of a linear walkway 
and amenity area along the banks of the River nanny in Kentstown to increase the 
accessibility and amenity value of the river and its amenity corridor, in conjunction with 
relevant stakeholders”.  
 
Under AA150591 the Kentstown Village Park Committee were granted planning permission 
for development on a 10.15 acre site adjacent to the Catholic Church for the development 
of recreational facilities comprising a full sized grass playing pitch (un-lit) 90m x 144m, an all 
weather floodlit playing pitch 65m x 100m, 2 Tennis Courts together with associated sports 
fences. In addition to the pitches it is proposed to provide a new access road from the R153 
(Navan Road), circulation roads and footpaths with 101 car parking spaces and 2 coach 
parking spaces, 36 bicycle spaces, a children's playground and associated lighting, 
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landscaping, boundary fences & walls, 4 no. temporary Portacabins consisting of 2 no. 
changing facilities, 1 no. male WC block and 1 no. female WC block and all ancillary site 
works. Development works commenced in the Summer of 2019.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Kilbride  

Motion No. 351 
Councillor(s) Alan Tobin 
Motion That any zoning in Kilbride would include the 

potential for Council owned sites or sites 
designated for affordable housing with strict 
local needs. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Chapter 9 of the ‘Rural Development Strategy’ in the Draft Plan has identified lands in the 
‘Rural Nodes’ for infill and small scale residential development. Future occupants of these 
properties will be required to comply with the local housing need policy in the Draft Plan. It 
is not proposed to require future occupants of new properties in Villages to comply with the 
‘local housing needs’ policy. 
 
As part of the preparation of the Draft Plan the consultations with the Housing Section did 
not identify a specific need to develop social/affordable housing in Kilbride. If a need for 
such housing is identified during the implementation of the Plan objective SH OBJ 14 
supports the delivery of social housing in accordance with the Council’s Social Housing 
Delivery Programme.   
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
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Longwood  

Motion No. 352 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion To reinstate the residential zoning for the 

land in Longwood that is serviced and 
partially developed as the population growth 
and improvements to local infrastructure 
including schools has resulted in an 
increased demand for residential 
accommodation. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
This refers to c.3.5ha of land adjacent to Moydervy Manor, which is a residential 
development consisting of 13 units currently under construction in the village. 
 
These lands were identified as ‘Phase 2’ residential land in the CDP 2013-2019. An analysis 
of available residential lands in the town indicated that in August 2019 there were 68 extant 
residential units in the Village. In addition is an application for 36no. units to the east of the 
town centre that was on further information at the time of writing. 
 
Longwood is identified as a ‘Village’ in the settlement hierarchy of the C.E. Draft. The growth 
strategy for the village is to facilitate locally generated growth. 
 
Between 2006-2016 the population of Longwood increased by 704 persons. This growth was 
primarily associated with commuter driven development. Between 2016-2026 the focus will 
be on consolidated, local growth. 
 
It is considered that the extant developments in the Village in addition to the undeveloped 
lands identified for new residential development are sufficient to meet the residential needs 
of Longwood up to 2026. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
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Moynalty  

Motion No. 353 
Councillor(s) Paul McCabe 
Motion Whether the Executive accepts that 

Moynalty Village and community will be 
severely impacted by the lack of zoned 
residential areas, that the community  will 
become unsustainable, and the lack of new 
houses will have a negative impact on 
businesses and services 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Moynalty has been identified as a ‘Village’ in the settlement hierarchy of the Draft Plan. The 
household allocation is reflective of the function of Moynalty, which is to cater for local 
growth. 
 
Whilst no lands have been identified as ‘New residential’ (A2 zoning code) the residential 
analysis for the Village carried out as part of the preparation of the Draft Plan identified a 
number of infill opportunities that would consolidate development in the Village core. 
Rather than having a negative impact on the Village as suggest in the motion, it is 
considered that such a strategy would provide further opportunities for community growth 
and investment in local services as the population would be concentrated in the core of the 
Village. 
 
There is a parcel of land to the rear of St. Mary’s Villas is proposed to be zoned ‘Existing 
Residential’ in the Draft Plan  This land has an area of c.0.6 ha and is undeveloped. Taking 
this into account the land use zoning A2 ‘New Residential’ would be  a more appropriate 
zoning on these lands. This would assist in the identification of these lands as a potential 
area for development in the Village. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
To amend the zoning of the lands to the rear of St. Mary’s Villas from A1 ‘Existing 
Residential’ to A2 ‘New Residential’. 
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Navan  

Motion No. 354 
Councillor(s)  Cllr Tommy Reilly 
Motion That a review of the Phase 1 and Phase 2 

lands in the Farganstown area of Navan is 
carried out and priority is given to lands that 
are likely to be developed during the 
lifetime of the Plan. If this review identified 
that any part of the Meath County Council 
owned lands are unlikely to be developed 
during the plan period and there is a greater 
likelihood of other lands  within Master Plan 
12 being developed, the phasing of the lands 
in Master Plan 12 shall be amended 
accordingly. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
Master Plan 12 is a key development area in Navan, with significant potential to deliver a 
sustainable ‘live work’ community. The construction of the Distributor Road at Farganstown 
(LDR 6) is a fundamental element of the future development of these lands.  
 
At the present time the Council only intend to develop part of the landholding for 
residential use and would have no objections to the Council owned lands to the north-west 
of the proposed Distributor Road zoned for residential use not being available for 
development until ‘Post 2026’. 
 
It is noted that one of the landowners in the Master Plan Area (as detailed on the Map 
included with the Motion) is in discussions with regard to the development of these lands. 
Such a development would assist in the delivery of the Distributor Road and would support 
the ‘front loading’ of services in the area. It would not result in an increase in the quantum 
of residential lands available in the area and would therefore be ‘Core Strategy neutral’.  
 
Taking account of the fact that one of the requirements in the identification of suitable 
lands for development is the ‘likelihood of being developed’, it is considered appropriate to 
include these lands as ‘Phase 1 New Residential’. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend the ‘Phase 1 New Residential’ and ‘New Residential Post 2026’ lands as requested 
and detailed on the Map included with this motion. 
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Motion No. 355 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Francis Deane  
Motion That the Draft Meath County Development 

Plan provide community and leisure facilities 
for our ever expanding Johnstown 
population and also improve road 
infrastructure from housing estates in 
Johnstown.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan fully supports the development of community facilities and 
leisure and recognises its important role when forming sustainable communities.  The Draft 
CDP contains numerous policies supporting the development of community facilities and 
ensures that adequate lands and services are zoned and reserved to cater for the 
establishment, improvement or expansion of all community facilities in the County.  A 
number of sites are designated for G1 community use in Johnstown to cater for community 
/leisure needs of this area over the lifetime of the development plan.  
 
It is noteworthy also that a detailed Local Area Plan for the town will be prepared during the 
life of this Plan. The focus for this plan period in the Johnstown area will be primarily on the 
‘catch-up’ of the acknowledged deficiency of community facilities in this area.  A 
requirement has been identified for a bespoke community facility to serve local residents. 
This Plan will support the provision of a community facility in Johnstown. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 356 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that an addition be made to Master 

Plan 9 to address problems of illegal parking 
in estates adjoining Pairc Tailteann.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
Illegal parking is an enforcement matter for the Gardai and/or the event management plan.  
 
However, section 36A of the Revised Road Traffic Act 1994 states that a road authority may, 
in respect of a specified event or events (such as a sporting or entertainment event) at a 
specified venue or venues, in the interests of safety of road users and preventing traffic 
congestion, make bye-laws in accordance with this section for the purpose of prohibiting or 
restricting the parking of mechanically propelled vehicles on all public roads in specified 
areas or on a specified public road in its functional area.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 357 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that the last paragraph of Section 

5.6 of the Navan written statement be 
amended re; the identification of sites for 
educational provision and critiical 
community infrastructure as follows “The 
plan will also support The Health Service 
Executive and the Department of Health in 
the provision of a new Regional Hospital; in 
the town and will engage with a Third level 
institution and the IDA to identify lands in 
the IDA Park in Johnstown for the provision 
of a third level institution and will identify 
lands within the boundaries of the 
Clonmagadden Strategic Development Zone 
for a new primary and post-primary school. It 
will also facilitate the delivery of vital 
community infrastructure and community 
buildings required to ensure the sustainable 
growth of Navan with a particular emphasis 
on the Johnstown, North Navan and Trim 
Road areas”.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Chief Executive is fully committed to assisting the HSE and the Department of Health in 
the delivery of the Regional Hospital in Navan.  Its potential to have a very significant 
positive impact on the town and region’s economy is fully recognised. The Plan provides 
policy support for the Regional Hospital, reflected in Section 7.7.4.1 ‘Regional Hospital’ and 
supporting policies included in the Draft CDP (SOC POL 28 and SOC OBJ 6 refers).  
 
SOC POL 28      To facilitate and support the Health Service Executive and the Department of 

Health in the provision of a new Regional Hospital in Navan. 
 
SOC OBJ 6        To facilitate and support the Health Service Executive and the Department of 

Health in the provision of a Regional Hospital in Navan on a site identified at 
Nevinstown, or  Balreask Old and Limekilnhill (part). The availability of 
adequate capacity in piped water services and roads infrastructure will be 
taken into account in the final site selection process as will environmental 
sensitivities including likely significant effects on European Sites (SACs and 
SPAs). 

 
There are also a number of social infrastructure specific objectives contained within the  
Navan written statement which support and encourage the provision of additional  
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educational, health and recreation facilities in the form of NAV OBJ 36 “To support the  
appropriate provision of additional education, health and recreation facilities in advance of  
residential population growth”.... and NAV OBJ 37 “To ensure the provision of appropriately  
located schools as required by the Department of Education and Skills”.  
 
The preparation of the Navan LAP is the appropriate forum for the identification of  
suitable lands for the provision of educational, recreational and health infrastructure.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 358 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking the removal of the 4th paragraph of 

Section 5.3 of the Navan written statement 
re; Movement which states “Greater priority 
is to be given to the pedestrian environment 
in the town centre. For example in the 
Flowerhill Regeneration Project will attempt 
to reduce the dominance of the car in this 
part of the town centre”.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Council obtained funding under the Urban Regeneration Fund for the development of a 
Public Realm Plan for Flowerhill and Abbeylands. This plan is currently underway. This plan 
is looking at the existing environment of Flowerhill and the need for improvements to the 
public realm. Reducing car use, emissions etc in town centres is in line with National and 
Regional Policy and is to be supported. Therefore, this statement is in line with policy and 
should remain. 
 
The Navan LAP will also address in greater detail issues such as connectivity between 
Flowerhill and the town core.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 359 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to amend the 6th paragraph of 

Section 5.3 of the Navan written statement 
re; movement as follows “The priority 
distributor roads for the overall network are 
the LDR 1b linking the Trim Road and the 
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Dublin Road and LDR 4 linking the 
Rathaldron Road to the Kells Road. The 
feasibility of the requirement for a bridge 
crossing (at a point that will not direct traffic 
through the centre of Johnstown) and 
distributor road connecting the Slane Road 
with the Boyne Road) will also be 
investigated”.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
This objective is subject to a feasibility study. The traffic implications will be assessed at this 
time. The outcome of this study cannot be predetermined.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  

 

Motion No. 360 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking to include a specific objective in the 

Draft Plan- To work towards delivering a 
third level institute of education of 
University standing in Navan.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
Section 7.7.3.2 of the Draft Plan addresses the topic of Third Level education and further 
education. There are a number of policies and objectives which seek the development of 
third level facilitate sin the county and include SOC POL 15 “To facilitate the development or 
preschool, primary, post primary, third level, outreach, research, adult and further 
educational facilities to meet the educational needs of the citizens of the County” and SOC 
OBJ 4 “To facilitate the Department of Education and Skills, LMETB, other statutory and non-
statutory agencies in the necessary provision of preschool, primary, post-primary, and third 
level educational facilities throughout the county by reserving lands for such uses”. There are 
also a number of social infrastructure specific objectives contained within the Navan written 
statement namely NAV OBJ’s 36 & 37 re; supporting the provision of additional educational 
facilities at appropriate locations within the town. NAV OBJ 36 is “To support the 
appropriate provision of additional educational, health and recreation facilities in advance of 
residential population growth”. The Navan LAP will be the appropriate document to include 
a specific objective re; a third level institute for the town. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Rathmolyon  

 

Motion No. 361 
Councillor(s) Joe Fox 
Motion That the lands south of the Church of Ireland 

surrounding the old National School in 
Rathmolyon is zoned A2 ‘New Residential’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The subject lands consist of a parcel of land with an area of c.3.4 hectares to the south of 
the Church of Ireland. 
 
Rathmolyon has been identified as a ‘Village’ in the settlement hierarchy of the C.E Draft. 
Future growth in the village will be focused on delivering locally based growth. 
 
Approximately 4.7 hectares have been zoned ‘New Residential’ in the Draft Plan. This 
includes an extant permission for 50 units and 0.5ha of land owned by Meath County 
Council. It is considered that this is sufficient to meet the projected growth in the Village up 
to 2026.  
 
The identification of any additional lands would result in an excess of residential lands in the 
Village and would result in the scale of development being in excess of that anticipated for a 
Village of its scale. 
 
The lack of employment opportunities in the area would be likely to result in a significant 
proportion of future residents travelling outside the Village for employment. It would also 
place pressure on existing social and community facilities in the Village if developed.   
 
This would be at variance with national and regional policy which promotes the creation of 
balanced and sustainable communities and requires growth to be prioritised in the higher 
tier settlements. 
 
It is considered however that given the location of these lands adjacent to the former school 
that there is an opportunity to provide community uses on these lands. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Zone the subject lands G1 ‘Community Infrastructure’. 
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Ratoath  

Motion No. 362 
Councillor(s) Gillian Toole 
Motion To support the preparation of a public realm 

plan for Ratoath that will include a Town 
Square/Plaza, parking for shoppers, 
customers and commuters, the provision of 
retirement homes, and the provision of road 
infrastructure. 
 
The proposal includes: 

- A community park and associated car 
parking 

- A retirement village of 2 bedroom 
bungalows 

- A Town Centre facility including a 
town square/plaza 

- A relief road linking the R125 with 
the R155 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the RSES process the Council set out a ‘strategic vision’ for the future 
development of Ratoath to the Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly. This ‘Vision’, 
which was endorsed by Dail Members for the constituency, identified that future growth 
will be concentrated in the southern part of the town.  
 
The ‘Vision’ has been transposed into the Written Statement for Ratoath as part of the Draft 
Plan,  the key elements of which include: 

- The identification of residential land to facilitate the completion of the Outer Relief 
Road between the R125 and R155.  

- A key employment zone has been identified for economic/employment related 
development to the west of the R155 on the Fairyhouse Road.  

- The creation of a synergy between the town and Fairyhouse Racecourse and 
Tattersalls International Equine Facility was identified as an opportunity to generate 
economic growth associated with these internationally recognised facilities. 

 
In the preparation of the growth strategy and written statement for Ratoath cognisance was 
given to the fact that Ratoath was included in a list of settlements that the RSES identified as 
having experienced high population growth in the absence of employment growth. 
 
Taking this into account, the primary focus for Ratoath during this Plan is to support 
economic investment and creating locally based employment opportunities which would 
reduce the requirement to travel outside the town for employment. Such a strategy would 
support the creation of a more balanced and sustainable community and would be 
reflective of its designation as a ‘Self-Sustaining Town’ in the settlement hierarchy of the 
Draft Plan. 
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No maps were included with the motion identifying the exact location of the subject lands 
however it is assumed that the general location is to the north of the Main Street and the 
south of the Rugby Club. The development of these lands would be contrary to the future 
growth strategy of the town as set out in this Plan as it would result in the trajectory of 
growth in the town being in a northerly direction and not in the southern part of the town 
as identified in the ‘Vision’ document. In addition the development of these lands would 
have the potential to result in a significant population increase in the town which would be 
contrary to its designation as a ‘Self Sustaining Town’ in the settlement hierarchy. 
 
It is acknowledged that there is some merit in the identification of additional town centre 
zoned lands that would consolidate commercial development in the urban core of the town. 
There are undeveloped lands to the east of Corballis Demesne that are presently zoned A2 
‘New Residential’ and G1 ‘Community Infrastructure’. There is a potential to develop part of 
these lands for town centre uses. This could be examined in greater detail as part of the 
preparation of the Local Area Plan for Ratoath. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 363 
Councillor(s) Deirdre Geraghty-Smith 
Motion To give consideration to the development of 

lands to the north of Ratoath extending 
from the Main Street (R125) bounding the 
site of the Corballis Demesne, out to the 
Broadmeadow River and towards Ratoath 
Rugby Club to the north, which would lead 
to the provision of community infrastructure 
and to facilitate public realm enhancements 
to the Main Street to include a Town 
Square/Plaza and designated parking for the 
village. These lands would also facilitate an 
Active Retirement Village opposite the 
existing nursing home facility. 
These lands could provide for a 10 acre 
community park with pathways to and from 
the town centre, including outdoor play 
facilities and equipment. The lands would 
include a relief road to take traffic from the 
north of the town through to the Curragha 
Road, thus preventing traffic going through 
the centre of the town. The balance of these 
lands would be for residential family homes. 
This site offers 3 important and positive 
aspects in that it is suitable, available and 



Page 242 of 272 
 

viable for this zoning provision proposed. It 
will meet the needs of the current 
population of Ratoath and demonstrates 
foresight for the rational consolidation of 
the town of Ratoath. These lands have the 
strong potential to deliver badly needed 
community facilities, including green space, 
outdoor play areas and providing retirement 
options for an ever-growing older 
population of residents close to the existing 
town centre. 
This motion seeks to avail of this unique 
opportunity to create a sustainable 
expansion of the town centre. The creation 
of a new area of public space with high 
quality public realm on the edge of the Main 
Street is a core element of this concept and 
is a significant planning gain for the town. 
The orderly development of the public realm 
in the town centre also accords with 
National and Regional Strategies and is 
informed by the Public Realm objectives set 
out in Chapter 11 of the Draft Plan. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the RSES process the Council set out a ‘strategic vision’ for the future 
development of Ratoath to the Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly. This ‘Vision’, 
which was endorsed by Dail Members for the constituency, identified that future growth 
will be concentrated in the southern part of the town.  
 
The ‘Vision’ has been transposed into the Written Statement for Ratoath as part of the Draft 
Plan,  the key elements of which include: 

- The identification of residential land to facilitate the completion of the Outer Relief 
Road between the R125 and R155.  

- A key employment zone has been identified for economic/employment related 
development to the west of the R155 on the Fairyhouse Road.  

- The creation of a synergy between the town and Fairyhouse Racecourse and 
Tattersalls International Equine Facility was identified as an opportunity to generate 
economic growth associated with these internationally recognised facilities. 

 
In the preparation of the growth strategy and written statement for Ratoath cognisance was 
given to the fact that Ratoath was included in a list of settlements that the RSES identified as 
having experienced high population growth in the absence of employment growth. 
 
Taking this into account, the primary focus for Ratoath during this Plan is to support 
economic investment and creating locally based employment opportunities which would 
reduce the requirement to travel outside the town for employment. Such a strategy would 
support the creation of a more balanced and sustainable community and would be 
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reflective of its designation as a ‘Self-Sustaining Town’ in the settlement hierarchy of the 
Draft Plan. 
 
No maps were included with the motion identifying the exact location of the subject lands 
however it is assumed that the general location is to the north of the Main Street and the 
south of the Rugby Club. The development of these lands would be contrary to the future 
growth strategy of the town as set out in this Plan as it would result in the trajectory of 
growth in the town being in a northerly direction and not in the southern part of the town 
as identified in the ‘Vision’ document. In addition the development of these lands would 
have the potential to result in a significant population increase in the town which would be 
contrary to its designation as a ‘Self Sustaining Town’ in the settlement hierarchy. 
 
It is acknowledged that there is some merit in the identification of additional town centre 
zoned lands that would consolidate commercial development in the urban core of the town. 
There are undeveloped lands to the east of Corballis Demesne that are presently zoned A2 
‘New Residential’ and G1 ‘Community Infrastructure’. There is a potential to develop part of 
these lands for town centre uses. This could be examined in greater detail as part of the 
preparation of the Local Area Plan for Ratoath. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 364 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian, Gillian Toole, Deirdre Geraghty-Smith 
Motion To give consideration to the development of lands to the 

north of Ratoath extending from the Main Street (R125) 
bounding the site of the Corballis Demesne, out to the 
Broadmeadow River and towards Ratoath Rugby Club to 
the north, which would lead to the provision of community 
infrastructure and to facilitate public realm enhancements 
to the Main Street to include a Town Square/Plaza and 
designated parking for the village. These lands would also 
facilitate an Active Retirement Village opposite the existing 
nursing home facility. 
These lands could provide for a 10 acre community park 
with pathways to and from the town centre, including 
outdoor play facilities and equipment. The lands would 
include a relief road to take traffic from the north of the 
town through to the Curragha Road, thus preventing traffic 
going through the centre of the town. The balance of these 
lands would be for residential family homes. This site offers 
3 important and positive aspects in that it is suitable, 
available and viable for this zoning provision proposed. It 
will meet the needs of the current population of Ratoath 
and demonstrates foresight for the rational consolidation 
of the town of Ratoath. These lands have the strong 
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potential to deliver badly needed community facilities, 
including green space, outdoor play areas and providing 
retirement options for an ever-growing older population of 
residents close to the existing town centre. 
This motion seeks to avail of this unique opportunity to 
create a sustainable expansion of the town centre. The 
creation of a new area of public space with high quality 
public realm on the edge of the Main Street is a core 
element of this concept and is a significant planning gain 
for the town. The orderly development of the public realm 
in the town centre also accords with National and Regional 
Strategies and is informed by the Public Realm objectives 
set out in Chapter 11 of the Draft Plan. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the RSES process the Council set out a ‘strategic vision’ for the future 
development of Ratoath to the Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly. This ‘Vision’, 
which was endorsed by Dail Members for the constituency, identified that future growth 
will be concentrated in the southern part of the town.  
 
The ‘Vision’ has been transposed into the Written Statement for Ratoath as part of the Draft 
Plan,  the key elements of which include: 

- The identification of residential land to facilitate the completion of the Outer Relief 
Road between the R125 and R155.  

- A key employment zone has been identified for economic/employment related 
development to the west of the R155 on the Fairyhouse Road.  

- The creation of a synergy between the town and Fairyhouse Racecourse and 
Tattersalls International Equine Facility was identified as an opportunity to generate 
economic growth associated with these internationally recognised facilities. 

 
In the preparation of the growth strategy and written statement for Ratoath cognisance was 
given to the fact that Ratoath was included in a list of settlements that the RSES identified as 
having experienced high population growth in the absence of employment growth. 
 
Taking this into account, the primary focus for Ratoath during this Plan is to support 
economic investment and creating locally based employment opportunities which would 
reduce the requirement to travel outside the town for employment. Such a strategy would 
support the creation of a more balanced and sustainable community and would be 
reflective of its designation as a ‘Self-Sustaining Town’ in the settlement hierarchy of the 
Draft Plan. 
 
No maps were included with the motion identifying the exact location of the subject lands 
however it is assumed that the general location is to the north of the Main Street and the 
south of the Rugby Club. The development of these lands would be contrary to the future 
growth strategy of the town as set out in this Plan as it would result in the trajectory of 
growth in the town being in a northerly direction and not in the southern part of the town 
as identified in the ‘Vision’ document. In addition the development of these lands would 
have the potential to result in a significant population increase in the town which would be 
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contrary to its designation as a ‘Self Sustaining Town’ in the settlement hierarchy. 
 
It is acknowledged that there is some merit in the identification of additional town centre 
zoned lands that would consolidate commercial development in the urban core of the town. 
There are undeveloped lands to the east of Corballis Demesne that are presently zoned A2 
‘New Residential’ and G1 ‘Community Infrastructure’. There is a potential to develop part of 
these lands for town centre uses. This could be examined in greater detail as part of the 
preparation of the Local Area Plan for Ratoath. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

 

Motion No. 365 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To further develop additional lands, east of the 

Outer Ring Road at Ratoath within close 
proximity of the Moulden Bridge and the 
proposed upgraded Kilbride Road junction as  

- B1 ‘Commercial Town and Village 
Centre’ and employment uses as 
outlined in the draft document on Self-
Sustaining Towns.  

- This would also accommodate the 
expansion of very necessary sports 
facilities for the benefit of St. Pauls 
National School. This would make more 
sustainable use of the significant 
infrastructural investment at 
Jamestown into the future 

- The use of the lands at Broadmeadow 
River for use as a local parkland amenity 

 
The commercial land would create much 
needed employment for Ratoath with the 
provision of an enterprise centre, office 
buildings, technology hub and incubator units 
for small businesses. In addition it provides the 
opportunity for discount stores such as Aldi or 
Lidl who wish to develop a facility in the town. 
These lands will serve as a gateway junction for 
Ratoath. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
As part of the RSES process the Council set out a ‘strategic vision’ for the future 
development of Ratoath to the Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly. This ‘Vision’, 
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which was endorsed by Dail Members for the constituency, identified that future growth 
will be concentrated in the southern part of the town.  
 
The ‘Vision’ has been transposed into the Written Statement for Ratoath as part of the Draft 
Plan,  the key elements of which include: 

- The identification of residential land to facilitate the completion of the Outer Relief 
Road between the R125 and R155.  

- A key employment zone has been identified for economic/employment related 
development to the west of the R155 on the Fairyhouse Road.  

- The creation of a synergy between the town and Fairyhouse Racecourse and 
Tattersalls International Equine Facility was identified as an opportunity to generate 
economic growth associated with these internationally recognised facilities. 

 
In the preparation of the growth strategy and written statement for Ratoath cognisance was 
given to the fact that Ratoath was included in a list of settlements that the RSES identified as 
having experienced high population growth in the absence of employment growth. 
 
Taking this into account, the primary focus for Ratoath during this Plan is to support 
economic investment and creating locally based employment opportunities which would 
reduce the requirement to travel outside the town for employment. Such a strategy would 
support the creation of a more balanced and sustainable community and would be 
reflective of its designation as a ‘Self-Sustaining Town’ in the settlement hierarchy of the 
Draft Plan. 
 
No maps were included with the submission however it is assumed it relates to lands east of 
the Ratoath Outer Relief Road. The development of these lands would be contrary to the 
future growth strategy of the town as set out in this Plan as it would result in the trajectory 
of growth in the town being in an easterly direction and not in the southern part of the town 
as identified in the ‘Vision’ document.  
The subject town centre zoned lands are located adjacent to an established residential area 
where there is a strong link to an existing population and the town centre. This is considered 
to be the most appropriate location for town centre/commercial development in this part of 
the town. Any commercial development to the east of the Outer Relief Road would result in 
such facilities being further removed from the town centre and established population. 
 
The development of additional lands for residential accommodation would have the 
potential to result in a significant population increase in excess of that which would be 
anticipated for a ‘Self Sustaining Town’. This would be contrary to the designation of the 
settlement as set out in the settlement hierarchy. 
 
With regard to the provision of employment lands and community facilities it is considered 
that there are sufficient lands identified in the Draft Plan to meet the social and economic 
needs associated with the future growth of Ratoath during the Plan period. As part of the 
preparation of the Local Area Plan for Ratoath this could be reviewed in greater detail. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Motion No. 366 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion The provision of additional lands for open space 

at the rear of St Pauls National School, Ratoath, 
for sports facilities for the school. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is acknowledged that the amenity/play area associated with St. Paul’s National School is 
limited. As part of the preparation of the Draft Plan the Council liaised closely with the 
Department of Education with regard to the requirement for additional lands associated 
with education facilities. The requirement for additional lands in Ratoath was not raised. 
 
It is not proposed to identify any additional lands at this time however as part of the 
preparation of the Local Area Plan for Ratoath this can be examined in greater detail. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
 

Motion No. 367 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To amend the current G1 zoning on lands to the 

rear of Riverwalk Court for Social and Affordable 
Housing. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The subject lands are located in a central part of the town adjacent to a residential 
development ‘Riverwalk Court’. These lands were identified for the provision of community 
facilities associated with the development of a park along the Broadmeadow River. 
 
Whilst it is acknowledged that no facilities have been provided in this location to date, it 
remains an aspiration to develop such facilities in this location. 
 
Given the central location of these lands and connectivity between these lands and 
established residential areas in the town, it is considered that the community zoning should 
be retained in order to provide a suitable location for a future community type development 
in the town. This would support the creation of a sustainable community whereby there 
would be an opportunity to provide community facilities close to where people live. 
 
With regard to the provision of social and affordable housing, the Council is presently 
constructing a development of 17 social housing units at St. Oliver’s Park in the town. It is 
considered that there are sufficient lands identified to meet the residential needs of the 
town during the plan period. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
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Motion No. 368 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To extend the Settlement Boundary for open 

space on lands in the ownership of Ratoath 
Rugby Club on the Curragha Road. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is noted that the F1 ‘Open Space’ zoning on the Rugby Club traverses does not include the 
entire area of land presently used by the Rugby Club. 
 
This zoning should be extended so as to reflect the lands currently in use by the Rugby Club 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Extend the ‘Open Space’ F1 zoning at Ratoath Rugby Club to include all lands presently used 
by the Rugby Club. 
 

Motion No. 369 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To create a Strategic Employment Zone at 

Fairyhouse to provide employment, recreational, 
equine, and tourism uses similar to 
Leopardstown Racecourse in South Dublin. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Economic Strategy in the Draft Plan and the Written Statement for Ratoath has 
recognised the opportunity to build on the links between Ratoath and Tattersalls Equestrian 
complex and Fairyhouse Racecourse, where there is potential to develop an ‘equine hub’ 
with potential employment generating uses associated with these internationally 
recognised facilities. These lands are included in the list of additional ‘Strategic Employment 
Sites’ in section 4.7 of the Draft Plan. The Council welcomes the support given to the 
identification of these lands as a ‘Strategic Employment Site’. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required 
 

Motion No. 370 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion To provide for an appropriate scale and mix of 

development between the recognised economic 
assets of Fairyhouse/Tattersalls and the town 
centre of Ratoath, generating jobs, community 
and tourism facilities and uses complementary to 
the town. Any such developments to be 
occupied after the delivery of Ratoath Outer 
Relief Road which should be routed to unlock the 
recognised economic potential of the "equine 
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cluster". This proposal aligns with Meath County 
Council's submission to the EMRA Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy Process (January 
2019) and the Meath Economic Development 
Strategy. "Reducing the volume of commuting 
from Ratoath and expanding the employment 
base is the key challenge facing the town. An 
opportunity to strengthen the relationship 
between Ratoath and the equine industry, 
including Fairyhouse Racecourse and the 
Tattersalls International Equestrian facilities, 
which have been identified in the Economic 
Development Strategy as an economic asset and 
as an area where future employment 
opportunities could be generated. 
 
Ratoath is the fourth largest town in the County 
with significant potential for employment 
growth based on the availability of highly skilled 
workforce in the town allied to the 
internationally important equestrian hub at 
Fairyhouse and Tattersalls. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Council recognises the potential for the provision of additional employment generating 
development in Ratoath due to its location and availability of a skilled workforce. The Draft 
Plan has identified the potential to capitalise on the relationship between Ratoath 
Fairyhouse Racecourse and Tattersalls Equestrian complex in supporting economic 
development. This would have the potential to generate employment and create a more 
balanced and sustainable community where there is a reduced dependence on outbound 
commuting for employment. 
 
The Written Statement for Ratoath in Volume 2 of the Draft Plan includes a requirement for 
the preparation of a Master Plan as part of the development of the ‘Tourism’ and ‘White 
Land’ zoned lands adjacent to Fairyhouse Racecourse and Tattersall Equestrian complex. As 
part of this Master Plan the nature, scale, and type of facilities to be developed on these 
lands in addition to access arrangements will be set out in greater detail.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required 
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Motion No. 371 
Councillor(s) Nick Killian 
Motion The development of a Linear Park along the 

Broadmeadow River from Moulden Bridge to 
Fairyhouse road at Meadowbank. 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is an objective of this Plan to develop and walkways along the Broadmeadow River. This is 
set out in objective RAT OBJ 9 in the Written Statement for Ratoath. 
 
This will be examined in greater detail as part of the preparation of the Local Area Plan. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change required. 
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Slane 

Motion No. 372 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking to retain the residential zoning for Slane 

village as was included within the Meath County 
Development Plan 2013-2019. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
There are sufficient residential zoned lands identified within Slane Village to cater for the 
population growth of the settlement for the period 2020-2026.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 373 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking to have the SDMS premises within the 

Slane industrial Estate and surrounding buildings 
zoned for mixed use purposes. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Slane Industrial Estate presently has the benefit of an E2-General Enterprise and 
Employment land use zoning objective. At present Meath has the highest rate of out 
commuting in the Country. In order to address these unsustainable travel patterns, it is of 
critical importance that the live-work concept as originally set out within the Economic 
Development Strategy for County Meath, which is reinforced, promoted and re-iterated 
within Section 3.8.7.1 of the Draft Plan. ED POL 3 is “To encourage the provision of live-work 
communities, in which employment residency and sustainable transport facilities are located 
in close proximity to each other, to reduce long distance commuter trends and congestion”. 
The live-work concept is sustained within the Draft Plan through an appropriate balance of 
land use zoning from employment and enterprise to residential, commercial, community 
and open space zonings within the settlements designated, including Slane.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 374 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking to have the D1-tourism land use zoning 

objective at Mill House hotel in Slane extended to 
encompass the full site boundary of the lands. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
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Seeking to have the D1-tourism land use zoning objective at Mill House hotel in Slane 
extended to encompass the full site boundary of the lands. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 

Motion No. 375 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking that a site on Main Street. Slane, on the 

opposite side of Main Street from the the 
Conyngham Arms Hotel be rezoned from B1 – 
village centre to C1 –mixed use zoning. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
All of the village core lands in Slane Village have the benefit of a B1 land use zoning 
objective. B1 and C1 zonings are very similar in nature, both provide for a mix of commercial 
and residential uses appropriate to a village centre location.  
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Southern Environs of Drogheda  

Motion No. 376 
Councillor(s) Cllr. Sharon Tolan 
Motion To include the following objectives in the Written 

Statement for the Southern Environs of Drogheda: 
STH DRO OBJ 3 – To support the delivery of an 
additional train station in the Southern Environs of 
Drogheda as part of the future Joint Urban Area 
Plan, and as part of the DART expansion works to 
Drogheda through the planned electrification of 
the Northern Rail Line by Irish Rail 

Chief Executive’s Response 
This Plan supports the electrification of the suburban rail line from Malahide to Drogheda as 
it would significantly improve rail connectivity in the eastern parts of the County. The 
Council will work closely with government agencies and the NTA and Irish Rail in the 
implementation of this project and will support the provision of additional stations/stops as 
considered necessary.  
 
The inclusion of this objective would be premature pending the preparation of the Joint 
Urban Area Plan for Drogheda. This can be investigated further at this stage.  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 377 
Councillor(s) Sharon Tolan 
Motion To identify and zone lands ‘F1 Open Space’ east of 

the railway line in Donacarney, to provide 
recreational facilities for residents in the Southern 
Environs of Drogheda and primarily for the 
growing number of residents in the Donacarney 
area on Map 35(a) 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is not proposed to amend the land use zoning map for the Southern Environs of Drogheda 
pending the preparation of the Joint Urban Area Plan for Drogheda. An analysis of the 
requirement for additional areas of open space will be carried out at this stage. 
  
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 378 
Councillor(s) Stephen McKee 
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Motion To support the designation of Drogheda as a 
Regional Growth Centre and for both Meath and 
Louth County Councils to commence putting in 
place a Joint Urban Area Plan for the South 
Drogheda/East Meath area. 
 
To support the sustainable development if 
existing zoned lands in the Southern Environs of 
Drogheda for employment and residential use. 
 
To support the continued development of 
Drogheda as an attractive, vibrant town that can 
serve as an important centre of employment for 
residents in South Drogheda/East Meath. 
 
To prioritise the provision of a new playground in 
the Southern Environs of Drogheda.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
The designation of Drogheda as a Regional Growth Centre in the National Planning 
Framework makes the settlement a strategically important settlement for population 
growth and economic development along the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor. 
 
As part of the preparation of the Joint Urban Area Plan for Drogheda the Council will work 
closely with Louth County Council, Government agencies, and local community groups and 
organisations in developing a strategy that will facilitate population and economic growth 
and assist in the creation of a balanced, sustainable community. 
 
Pending the preparation of the Joint Urban Area Plan, the existing land use zoning map as 
set out in the 2013-2019 CDP for the Southern Environs of Drogheda will be retained. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 379 
Councillor(s) Wayne Harding 
Motion To provide for more community infrastructure In 

South Drogheda Environs to coincide with what 
will be a rapid increase in population 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The RSES projects that the population of Drogheda will increase to 50,000 by 2031. It is 
critical in the creation of a balanced and sustainable community that population growth 
does not take place in the absence of social and community facilities. 
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As part of the preparation of the Joint Urban Area Plan for Drogheda an analysis of the 
anticipated additional community infrastructure and facilities required to meet the needs of 
the future population will be identified. This will ensure a ‘plan led’ approach is taken to the 
future development of the area. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 380 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking to amend zoning on Sheet No 35 re; 

South Drogheda Environs, that two well located 
sites are identified in the south Drogheda 
Environs area for the provision of playgrounds.   

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The RSES projects that the population of Drogheda will increase to 50,000 by 2031. It is 
critical in the creation of a balanced and sustainable community that population growth 
does not take place in the absence of social and community facilities. 
 
As part of the preparation of the Joint Urban Area Plan for Drogheda an analysis of the 
anticipated additional community infrastructure and facilities required to meet the needs of 
the future population will be identified. This will ensure a ‘plan led’ approach is taken to the 
future development of the area. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
 

Motion No. 381 
Councillor(s) Paddy Meade 
Motion Seeking to amend zoning on Sheet No 35 re; 

South Drogheda Environs to swap existing 
E2/E3 employment zoning with A2 residential 
zoning where the employment zoning are 
located within 85 metres of existing established 
residences. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The designation of Drogheda as a Regional Growth Centre in the National Planning 
Framework makes the settlement a strategically important settlement for population 
growth and economic development along the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor. 
 
As part of the preparation of the Joint Urban Area Plan for Drogheda the Council will work 
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closely with Louth County Council, Government agencies, and local community groups and 
organisations in developing a strategy that will facilitate population and economic growth 
and assist in the creation of a balanced, sustainable community. 
 
Pending the preparation of the Joint Urban Area Plan, the existing land use zoning map as 
set out in the 2013-2019 CDP for the Southern Environs of Drogheda will be retained. The 
Joint Urban Area Plan will examine in greater detail the location of employment and 
residential lands in the area. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 
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Stamullen  

Motion No. 382 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that an additional objective be 

inserted within the Stamullen written 
statement re; Garda presence as follows “To 
work with An Garda Siochána to facilitate 
greater Garda presence in Stamullen”.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The issues outlined are acknowledged, however it is outside the scope of the Development 
Plan. It is considered that a submission to the Joint Policing Committee in this regard would 
be relevant. This process offers an opportunity to develop greater consultation, cooperation 
and accountability between An Garda Síochana, Local Authorities and elected local 
representatives, with the participation of the community and voluntary sector, on the 
management of policing and crime issues. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
 
No change recommended.  
 
 

Motion No. 383 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that STA OBJ 19 within the 

Stamullen written statement re; Playground 
location be amended to include the 
following “If this is not complete by the end 
of 2021, The Local authority will seek to 
secure these lands by Compulsory Purchase 
Order”.  
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Local Authority will endeavour to realise this objective re; the delivery of a second 
playground to Stamullen and every other specific objective within the lifetime of the plan up 
to 2026 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  



Page 258 of 272 
 

 

Motion No. 384 
Councillor(s) Sinn Fein Councillors 
Motion Seeking that STA 21 of the Stamullen written 

statement be amended to omit “subject to 
the availability of services” and insert “or 
another suitable location by the end of 2022. 
Community facilities will be developed in 
consultation with the local community and 
will prioritise facilities for the growing 
teenage and young adult population”.   
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Local Authority will endeavour to realise this objective re; the delivery of a second 
playground to Stamullen and every other specific objective within the lifetime of the plan up 
to 2026 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
 
 

 

  



Page 259 of 272 
 

Motion No. 385 
Councillor(s) Cllr Alan Tobin 
Motion To rezone the area in Stamullen at the 

corner of the Cock Hill Road and Main Street 
from town centre development to green 
space to provide a gathering space for social 
events in addition to being an area where 
children can play. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Written Statement for Stamullen in the Draft Plan includes an objective supporting the 
provision of a playground on land east of Stadlt House or on land zoned as open space along 
the Delvin River (STA OBJ 19). 
 
The ‘Town Centre’ zoned lands that are the subject of this motion abut the open space lands 
along the Delvin River. It is acknowledged that any development of these lands would 
require an access to a future riverside walk and playground. It is also acknowledged that 
part of these lands could be used in the provision of a playground as the quantum of Town 
Centre lands (c.1.7ha). Such a use would not undermine the retail core of the town as the 
settlement is presently well served by commercial properties. 
 
A spot objective could be included on these lands supporting a pedestrian link to a future 
walk and playground along the Delvin River, with the possibility of part of the B1 lands being 
utilised in the provision of a playground in this location. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Include a spot objective supporting the provision of a link to the Delvin River from the B1 
‘Town Centre’ lands and the provision of a playground/associated facilities on the Town 
Centre lands. 
 
 

Motion No. 386 
Councillor(s) Sharon Keogan and Amanda Smith 
Motion To support the existing zoning in Stamullen 

which may need to be modified to reflect a 
better proposal for the community. The 
proposal should include provision for the 
link road to the M1, two playgrounds – one 
to the north-west and one to the south-west 
of the town, designated walks in the vicinity 
of the Delvin River, and walks and paths to 
interlink with green spaces. 
 
The proposal also includes future residential 
and community zoning (post 2026 if needs 
be) south-west of Stamullen-Clintstown 
Stadlt for the provision of a graveyard with 
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parking and much needed public footpaths 
with lighting to safeguard the many 
residents with disabilities from Redwood 
and those employed in the agri-food sector 
on this road. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The Written Statement for Stamullen supports the provision of additional social and 
community infrastructure including walks along the Delvin River and a playground, with 
potential locations identified to the east of Stadlt House or alternatively on lands zoned as 
open space along the Delvin River (objective STA OBJ 19).  
 
This motion identifies a possible location for a playground on the employment zoned lands 
to the north of St. Patrick’s GAA clubhouse and a second location to the north of the Mill 
Way residential development. The suggested locations are welcomed. Whilst there is merit 
in each of these locations, the preferred location from an accessibility perspective would be 
in a more central location along the Delvin River.  This could be investigated further as part 
of the preparation of the Local Area Plan.  
 
The support for the identification of a new graveyard is welcomed. This is referenced in 
objective STA OBJ 20 and is subject to meeting the required environmental and soil tests. 
 
As part of the strategy of improving connectivity in the town, the Written Statement 
supports the provision of a link road through the City North Business Campus (objective STA 
OBJ 10). 
 
With regard to residential and community lands it is considered that the Draft Plan includes 
sufficient lands to meet the anticipated growth and infrastructural requirements during the 
life of the Plan. There is no requirement to identify any additional lands beyond the life of 
this Plan. 
 
The Draft Plan promotes walking and cycling as an alternative mode of transport. As part of 
the preparation of the Local Area Plan a detailed analysis of pedestrian and cycle upgrades 
required can be carried out. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
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Summerhill 

 

Motion No. 387 
Councillor(s) Cllr Aisling Dempsey 
Motion To dezone the Cow Plot area in Summerhill 

and provide for residential development 
elsewhere in the village as it is unlikely these 
lands will be developed due to the complex 
nature of the ownership of these lands. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The subject lands have an area of c.1.7ha and are zoned A2 ‘New Residential’ in the Draft 
Plan. It is acknowledged that there are multiple owners of this Cowplot which presents 
significant challenges in releasing the lands for development. 
 
However consideration must also be given to the strategic location of the lands in the 
Village. Whilst it is acknowledged the lands may not be developed during the life of this Plan 
it has a long term development potential given its proximity to the Village centre. Taking this 
into account it is considered prudent to retain the zoning on these lands. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended. 
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Trim    

Motion No. 388 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion To change the zoning of the lands zoned ‘E2 

Enterprise and Employment’ at the 
Longwood Road, Trim to G1 ‘Community 
Infrastructure’ 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The subject lands have an area of c.6.8ha. The primary employment areas outside of the 
town centre are in the Oaktree Industrial Park and the Scurloughstown Business Park. 
Variation no.1 of the Trim Development Plan acknowledged that there is a significant 
quantum of lands zoned for Enterprise and Employment Uses (E2) that are undeveloped.  
 
It is therefore accepted that Trim is well served by employment lands and an amendment to 
the land use zoning in this part of the town would not undermine the economic strategy for 
the town. 
 
Taking account of the fact that there is an established Primary Care Centre opposite the 
subject  lands there is merit in the provision of some form of independent living units in this 
location. It is also acknowledged that there is merit in concentrating employment in certain 
parts of the town in order to create a synergy between businesses and avoiding the 
duplication of services. 
 
In addition it is noted that there is a watercourse traversing through these lands which 
would impact on the development potential of these lands for employment uses. 
 
It is therefore considered that an amendment to the land use zoning as proposed is 
acceptable.  However the quantum of lands identified is considered excessive for a 
development of independent living units. There arealso  concerns with regard to an 
employment zoning abutting a community infrastructure zoning in this location. It is 
therefore considered that the lands to the north-west of the water course are retained as 
G1 ‘Community Infrastructure’ with the employment zoning of the remaining lands 
discontinued. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend the land use zoning on the subject lands to the north west of the watercourse/ditch 
from E2 ‘Enterprise and Employment’ to G1 ‘Community Infrastructure’ and discontinue the 
zoning to the south east of the watercourse/ditch.  
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Motion No. 389 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion Change the zoning of lands at the Maudlins 

area of Trim proposed to be zoned 
residential in the C.E. Draft to community 
uses and the residential units are allocated 
elsewhere in the Trim area or in the Trim 
Municipal District 

Chief Executive’s Response 
It is acknowledged that these lands have recently been transferred to sports clubs in Trim 
(soccer club and athletics club) and the future use of these lands will be for community and 
sporting uses. 
 
The lands have an area of 2ha which would equate to a capacity of 70 units at a density of 
35 units/ha. 
 
As part of the recently adopted Variation of the Trim Development Plan it was identified 
that it would be unlikely that the subject lands would be development for residential use. 
These lands were therefore reallocated to the lands identified for new residential 
development as part of the ‘live work’ community between the Dublin Road and the Navan 
Road. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Taking account of the fact that the future use of these lands will be for community/sporting 
uses it would be reasonable to amend the zoning to G1 ‘Community Infrastructure’. 
 
There is no requirement to identify additional lands for residential development. 
 
 

 
Motion No. 390 
Councillor(s) Ronan Moore 
Motion To include an additional objective in the 

written statement for Trim as follows: 
“To work with the local community to explore 
the provision of a recreational amenity on the 
eastern side of the R160/Ring Road, 
previously identified ‘Future Cultural 
Development’ in the Trim Development Plan 
2014-2020, subject to normal planning 
considerations and environmental 
assessments.” 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The subject lands have been leased on a long term basis to local sporting organisations in 
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Trim. It is proposed to amend the land use zoning on these lands to reflect this use i.e. 
amend the zoning from A2 ‘New Residential’ to G1 ‘Community Infrastructure’. 
 
Taking account of the fact that the land use zoning will reflect its as local community 
infrastructure it is not considered that there is a requirement to include the objective as 
proposed. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
Amend the land use zoning on the subject lands from A2 ‘New Residential’ to G1 
‘Community Infrastructure’. 
 
  

Motion No. 391 
Councillor(s) Aisling Dempsey 
Motion Requests that MCC proactively identify 

educational sites in the Trim town and the 
MD area.  Specific reference is made to the 
need to identify a suitable location for Scoil 
Mhuire, the relocation of Scoil na Bóinne 
and confirm the location of the Educate 
Together. 

Chief Executive’s Response 
The Draft Development Plan makes provision for additional educational facilities in 
accordance with ‘A Code of Practice on the Provision of Schools and the Planning System’.  
This involved detailed discussions and engagement with the Department of Education and 
Skills in particular having regard to the school planning projections of the Department of 
Education and Skills and the educational infrastructure needs within the Development Plan.  
While objectives to provide schools are included in the Draft CDP, in some instances the 
exact location will be identified as part of the LAP process.   
 
There are a wide range of schools providing for primary and secondary levels in Trim, as well 
as some limited further education opportunities.  As noted in the Trim Written Statement, 
following consultation with the Department of Education there are no plans to relocate the 
existing Gaelscoil na Bóinne and therefore there is no objective required in this regard. 
 
The identification of additional school requirements would therefore be premature at this 
juncture however, the Council will continue to liaise with the Department of Education and 
Skills, the Louth Meath Education and Training Board (LMETB) and other stakeholders to 
assist, in the development of suitable educational facilities throughout the lifetime of the 
Development Plan. In the event that additional/alternative locations are required in the 
future, the Council will work with the educational bodies to ensure the development of 
schools at the optimum locations. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended.  
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Motion No. 392 
Councillor(s) Ronan Moore 
Motion To ask the Council in the ‘Kildalkey’ written 

statement to include an additional objective 
in ‘5.0 Town/Village Development Policies 
and Objectives’ under the heading ‘Social’ to 
read ‘to support and encourage community 
initiatives to redevelop the old existing 
school site into an amenity for community 
and recreational use’ 
 

Chief Executive’s Response 
 
The lands at the existing school site (St. Dympna’s National School) form a primary part of 
Kildalkey’s social infrastructure. The lands are currently zoned ‘G1’ (Community 
Infrastructure) which has an objective to ‘provide for necessary community, social, and 
educational facilities’. The Draft CDP does not change the zoning provision for the site.  
 
Section 4.7 ‘Social Infrastructure’ of the Kildalkey Village Statement acknowledges that 
there may be an opportunity to redevelop the existing school site and that this opportunity 
could include elements of community/recreational uses. In addition, the statement 
indicates that the Council is satisfied that sufficient lands have been reserved for 
social/community infrastructure to accommodate both existing and future populations over 
the lifetime of the plan. 
 
It is considered that the wording of Section 5.0 Town/Village Development Policies and 
Objectives of the Kildalkey Village Statement could be amended to accommodate a specific 
objective which supports and encourages community initiatives to redevelop the old 
existing school site at St. Dympna’s National School into an amenity for community and 
recreational use. 
 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
To include an additional objective under the ‘Social’ segment of Section 5.0 Town/Village 
Development Policies and Objectives of the Kildalkey Village Statement to read as follows: 
‘To promote community initiatives to redevelop the ‘old’ school site into an amenity for 
community and recreational use’. 
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Miscellaneous 

 

Motion No. 393 
Councillor(s) Technical Group 
Motion Asks the Chief Executive to write to the 

Department of Housing, Planning & Local 
Government and the Director of EMRA 
seeking clarification on the Core Strategy 
numbers.  

Chief Executive’s Response 
This does not form part of the current process however a letter can be drafted dealing with 
the contents of the motion. 
Chief Executive’s Recommendation 
No change recommended 



Page 267 of 272 
 

 
Corrections/Amendments/Omissions from Draft issued to Members  

Further to a review of the Chief Executive Draft Plan following its circulation to the 
Members a number of errors and anomalies have been identified. These relate to 
inconsistencies between Volume 1 and Volume 2. The proposed amendments are set out 
below. 

 

Chapter 2  

- Amend section 2.8.1 ‘Guiding Principle for Core Strategies’ to set out the growth 
strategy for the Southern Environs of Drogheda whereby all Phase 2 lands have been 
made available for development pending the preparation of the Joint Urban Area 
Plan for Drogheda. This will ensure there are sufficient lands available to facilitate 
the population and economic growth of the settlement and allow it to function and 
operate in accordance with its designation in the NPF and RSES. 

- Update column H of Table 2.11 ‘Core Strategy Table’ which sets out the quantum of 
residential lands available in each settlement. 

 
 

Chapter 3  

- Remove Duleek from the list of Self-SustainingTowns in Table 3.4 
- Section 3.8.3 –  the Housing Strategy identifies a requirement for 1,397 social and 

affordable units between 2020-2026 
- Section 3.4.8 – remove Kilcock Environs from the list of Self-Sustaining Growth 

Towns 
- Section 3.8.8.2 – additional text included in relation to Traveller Accommodation 

 

Chapter 4 

- Section 4.7.1.1 – amend the reference to a ‘strategic reserve’ in Dunboyne. These 
lands have been identified for employment uses. 

- Section 4..7.1.2 –update the section referring to the Maynooth Environs 
- Section 4.7.2.1 – amend the reference to Bryanstown in the Southern Environs of 

Drogheda to align with zoning map.  
- Section 4.7.2.1 – Amend reference to deepwater port to reflect existing national and 

regional policy 
- Section 4.7.2.1 – update the numbering of objectives ED OBJ 17-23 
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- Section 4.7.2.2 – reference to future population in Navan should be 50,000 rather 
than 60,000 

- Section 4.7.3.2 – Dunshaughlin – update to align text with the published map 
- ED OBJ 64 – need to rephrase 
- Section 4.12 ‘Retail’ – need to update Tables 4.2-4.4 relating to indicative future 

floorspace requirements 
- Section ED OBJ 76, 77, 78, and 79 – to streamline the content of these objectives 

Chapter 5 

- Section 5.8.1 – amend the text and objectives relating to the Slane by-pass to reflect 
a more up to date status of the project 

 

Chapter 6 

- Section 6.10.5.2 – update the status of the north-south connector 

Chapter 7. 

Section 7.3.2 – update to align with text in Volume 2 Written  Statement for Dunboyne 

Chapter 9 

Insert the following Sections and Policies into Chapter 9 Rural Development Strategy to 
support Map no. 9.2.  (i.e. reinstate existing policy relating to regional and county roads as 
per CDP 2013-2019) 

9.16  Restricting Access to Certain Categories of Roads  
 
9.16.1 National Primary and National Secondary Routes 
 
National policy in relation to development involving access to national roads and 
development along such roads is set out in the Spatial Planning and National Roads 
Guidelines published by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government 
in January 2012. The Guidelines state, ‘The policy of the planning authority will be to avoid 
the creation of any additional access point from new development or the generation of 
increased traffic from existing accesses to national roads to which speed limits greater than 
60kmh apply. This provision applies to all categories of development, including individual 
houses in rural areas, regardless of the housing circumstances of the applicant’.   
 
Under Part 4, Article 28 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 - 2019, 
notification of planning applications which involve a new access or material widening of an 
access to an existing or planned national road, or where the development might give rise to 
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a significant increase in the volume of traffic using a national road, must be sent to the 
National Roads Authority. The Authority may make submissions or observations on such 
planning applications in accordance with Article 29 of the Regulations. National policy in 
relation to access to national routes has been outlined previously in Chapter 5 Movement 
Strategy.  
 
Policies 
 
It is the policy of the Council:  
 
RD POL 54 To develop and maximise the opportunities of the county’s national primary 

and secondary roads as key strategic infrastructure vital to the county’s 
continued economic development and to protect this strategically important 
infrastructure from unplanned ribbon development or random one-off 
housing development. 

 
RD POL 55 To ensure that future development affecting national primary or secondary 

roads, shall be assessed in accordance with the guidance given in the 
document ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads - Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities’ (or any replacement document).   

 
9.16.2 Regional and County Roads (Refer Map 9.2) 
 
It is vitally important that new housing in rural areas, that is located along non national 
routes, is located in such a manner as to avoid endangering public safety by way of a traffic 
hazard. There are a number of regionally and locally important functions of certain regional 
and county road routes that act as particularly important transport links traversing the 
County.  
 
Policies 
 
It is the policy of the Council:  
  
RD POL 56 To ensure that all development accessing off the county’s road network is at a 

location and carried out in a manner which would not endanger public safety 
by way of a traffic hazard. 

 
RD POL 57 To identify and protect those non-national roads of regional or local 

importance from unnecessary and excessive individual access/egress points, 
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which would prejudice the carrying capacity and ultimately the function of the 
road. 

 
RD POL 58 To restrict new accesses for one-off dwellings where the 80km per hour speed 

limit currently applies in order to safeguard the specific functions and to avoid 
the premature obsolescence of identified regional and important county link 
roads (see Map No. 9.2) through the creation of excessive levels of individual 
entrances and to secure the investment in non-national roads.  

 
9.16.3 Development Assessment Criteria 
 
Exceptions to the above policies relating to regional and county roads will be considered on 
their merits in the following circumstances:  
 

• For those who have a location specific rural housing need on family owned lands (in 
compliance with Section 9.5.3 Rural Housing Policy above) and cannot provide access 
onto any other non identified regional or county road and therefore need to access 
one of the regional or county roads identified on Map No. 9.2. In this circumstance, 
the applicant will be encouraged to maximise the potential of an existing entrance. 
The onus shall be on the applicant to demonstrate that they have no other access or 
suitable sites within their landholding, and;  

• Where an existing dwelling with a vehicular entrance that is not considered to 
constitute a traffic hazard is to be demolished and replaced with a new dwelling. 

 
New development proposals onto certain regionally and locally important county road type 
routes that act as particularly important transport links that traverse Co. Meath shall be 
assessed having regard to: 
 

• Avoiding unnecessary new accesses, for example where access could be provided off 
a nearby county road.  

• Ensuring that necessary new entrances are located in such a manner as to provide 
effective visibility for both users of the entrance and users of the public roads so that 
opportunities for conflicting movements are avoided. 

• Avoiding the premature obsolescence of regional roads in particular, through 
creating excessive levels of individual entrances. 

 
9.17  Roadside Boundaries 
 
Roadside boundaries, whether hedgerows, sod and stone bank, stone wall or other 
boundaries, provide important features that are elements of both the landscape and ecology 
of rural areas. The retention of such boundary treatments assists in absorbing new rural 
housing into its surroundings and should generally be encouraged. 
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Occasionally, the removal of substantial lengths of roadside boundaries is proposed as part 
of an element of improving visibility at the junction of a new entrance onto a road. Where an 
alternative site is available and otherwise suitable, applicants and Planning Authorities 
should consider a location that avoids the necessity for widespread boundary removal.  
 
Policy 
It is the policy of the Council:  
 
RD POL 59 To avoid the removal of existing roadside boundaries where they are more 

than 3 m from the road edge (edge of carriageway), except to the extent that 
this is needed for a new entrance, and where required for traffic safety 
reasons. (Please refer to policies contained in Section 8.9.7 Woodlands, 
Hedgerows and Trees in this regard). 

 
9.18 Roads Served by Unmanned Railway Crossings 
 
Under the National Development Plan, a rail investment and safety programme has yielded 
substantial route renewal and service upgrades that will deliver, over time, more frequent 
and faster rail passenger services over the rail network. In some areas, laneways accessed 
via  unmanned level crossings that were originally designed to provide access to agricultural 
lands are the subject of significant residential development. In certain circumstances, the 
provision of substantial additional development that is completely dependent for access 
using unmanned and unprotected level crossings may increase the risk of a safety incident 
unacceptably or to the degree that alternative crossing arrangements are necessary. The 
provision of such arrangements needs to be carefully considered given the likely costs 
involved and the availability of resources. 
 
Policy 
 
It is the policy of the Council:  
 
RD POL 60 To refer proposals for new housing development requiring access via 

unmanned and unprotected level crossings to Iarnród Éireann and to carefully 
consider the subsequent views of Iarnród Eireann such that due and proper 
consideration has been made for the safety of road users and rail safety. 

 
9.19  Technical Requirements  
 
9.19.1  One Off Houses: Sight Distances and Stopping Sight Distances  
 
Policy 
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It is the policy of the Council:  
 
RD POL 61 To ensure that the required standards for sight distances and stopping sight 

distances are in compliance with current road geometry standards as outlined 
in the NRA document Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) 
specifically Section TD 41-42/09 when assessing individual planning 
applications for individual houses in the countryside.  

 
 
Navan Written Statement 

Delete the following objectives – NAV OBJ 30 and NAV OBJ 38 

Village Statements 

To review the Written Statements of Ballivor, Clonard, Kildalkey, and Summerhill to create a 
positive relationship with their rural hinterlands 
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